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Russia moves to fill void US left in Syria 


By Lefteris Pitarakis 

AND BaSSEM MrOUE 
Associated Press 

CEYLANPINAR, Turkey — Rus¬ 
sia moved to fill the void left by the 
United States in northern Syria on 
Tuesday, deploying troops to keep 
apart advancing Syrian government 
and Turkish forces. At the same 
time, tensions grew within NATO as 


Turkey defied growing condemna¬ 
tion of its invasion from its Western 
allies. 

Now in its seventh day, Turkey’s 
offensive against Kurdish fighters 
has upended alliances and is re¬ 
drawing the map of northern Syria 
for yet another time in the 8-year- 
old war. 

Russia moved quickly to further 
entrench its role as a power broker 


after President Donald Trump or¬ 
dered the pullout of American forces 
in northeastern Syria. The Ameri¬ 
can move effectively abandoned 
the Kurdish fighters who were al¬ 
lied with the US. and cleared the 
way for Turkey’s invasion aimed at 
crushing them. 

Desperate for a new protector, 
the Kurdish administration struck 
a deal with the Russia-backed gov¬ 


ernment of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad, whose forces on Sunday 
began moving into Kurdish-admin¬ 
istered areas to shield them against 
Turkey. 

Syrian troops waved flags in the 
streets after they rolled into Manbij, 
a flashpoint town west of the Eu¬ 
phrates River that Turkey had been 

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 4 
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A soldier checks a compass 
while completing a land 
navigation course during Special 
Forces Assessment and Selection 
near Hoffman, N.C., in May. 

Ken Kassens, U.S. Army/AP 


COURSE 

Revamped path to join Army’s 
Special Forces draws scrutiny 

By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

CAMP MACKALL, N.C. — Deep in the dark 
North Carolina woods, a small white light flick¬ 
ers in the heavy underbrush. It’s after midnight 
and a soldier is taking a risk by turning on his 
headlamp to find his way. 

The overnight land navigation test is just one 
hurdle in the grueling, monthslong course to 
join the Army’s elite Special Forces, and using 
the light violates the rules. Just the night be¬ 
fore, at least 20 commando hopefuls had either 
committed a disqualifying failure or given up 
in the drenching rain. 

“We got a light!” barks an Army instructor 
from the front seat of his truck as he patrols the 
woods. Almost instantly the tiny white beacon 
goes out as the soldier spots the truck head¬ 
lights and tries to escape detection. 

For the nearly 200 candidates scrambling 
through Hoffman Forest at Camp Mackall, 
the struggle to become a Green Beret is real. 
But Army commanders are making sweeping 
changes to shorten and revamp the course. 
The aim is to meet evolving national security 
threats and to shift from a culture that weeds 
out struggling soldiers at every point to one 
that trains them to do better. 
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WWII vet shares her story 
about her place in history 



Nikki WENTLiNc/Stars and Stripes 


Indiana Hunt-Martin, 97, who served in the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, 
the only all-black, all-female unit to serve in Europe during World War II, chats with 
Sgt. 1st Class Natasha Huertas on Monday at the Association of the United States 
Army annual meeting in Washington. 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — For more than an 
hour Monday, dozens of female soldiers and 
veterans at the Association of the United 
States Army annual meeting in Washing¬ 
ton took turns shaking the hand of Indiana 
Hunt-Martin, a 97-year-old World War II 
veteran whom many of them credited for 
“paving the way” for their service. 

Hunt-Martin is one of seven living vet¬ 
erans from the 6888th Central Postal 
Directory Battalion, the only all-black, 
all-female unit to serve in Europe during 
the war. Known as the Six Triple Eight, the 
battalion of 855 women managed a m^or 
backlog of mail from Americans to their 
loved ones overseas. 

The women were “unheralded and un¬ 
noticed” when they returned home, said 
Anne Macdonald, a retired brigadier gen¬ 
eral and president of the Army Women’s 
Foundation. 

Recently, the unit has garnered some 
attention. A monument honoring the bat¬ 
talion was established last year at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan., and there’s now an 
effort underway to award the women the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

“It took them 70 years to recognize we 
had done a good job,” Hunt-Martin told the 
crowd Monday, prompting laughter and 
applause. 

The audience watched a screening of 
a documentary about the unit, “The Six 
Triple Eight: No Mail, Low Morale,” which 
premiered earlier this year. It details the 
battalion’s mission, as well as the sexism 
and racism they endured while serving. 

The 6888th left the United States in Feb¬ 
ruary 1945 and returned the next year. 
They worked in Birmingham, England, 
and Roeun, France, where they sorted and 
sent packages. To start, there were mul¬ 
tiple hangars full of mail, some of it more 



than two years old and addressed only with 
soldiers’ first names. 

The battalion worked all day, every day, 
in three shifts. They finished the job in 
Birmingham in three months — half of the 
time they were given for the mission. 

“It was kind of rough for us for awhile,” 
Hunt-Martin said. “The mail was piled ... 
you couldn’t imagine how high up it had 
gotten.” 

Hunt-Martin graduated high school in 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. During the 1940s, there 
wasn’t much opportunity there for a black 
woman, she said. 

“The only jobs you were offered were 
either day work, cleaning bathrooms, stuff 
like that,” Hunt-Martin said. “Nothing like 
clerk work or office work. That was not of¬ 
fered to us at all.” 

When the war started, Hunt-Martin 
read about blacks joining the military and 
decided to enlist. She was assigned to the 
Six Triple Eight, which was under the com¬ 
mand of Lt. Col. Charity Adams Earley, the 
first black woman to be an officer in the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps. At one 
point, Earley, who died in 2002, contended 
with a general who wanted to send a white 
officer to take over the battalion. 

“The longer the Six Triple Eight was on 
the job, the more we appreciated the value 
of our work,” Earley said during a televised 
ceremony in 1995. “How mail ... would 
make the loneliness, the fear, the death of 
friends, all of this, easier to bear. There 
was no black, no white, no rank — just an 
understanding of our mantra: ‘No mail, low 
morale.’” 

When the unit completed its mission and 
came home, there was no fanfare, Hunt- 
Martin said. She quickly found a clerical 
job with the Department of Labor in New 
York City, then transferred to a Labor De¬ 


partment office in Niagara Falls. 

Back in the town where she was raised, 
Hunt-Martin again faced racism and broke 
barriers. Being the only black employee, 
she was assigned to the back of the office. 

“They were surprised when I got there; 
they didn’t have black office workers in Ni¬ 
agara Falls at that time,” she said. “They 
didn’t know what to do with me. They stuck 
me there in the back, filing stuff” 

After “quite a few years,” the office 
got a new manager, who questioned why 
Hunt-Martin wasn’t working at the front 
counter. 

“He soon put me up front, finally work¬ 
ing the desk with the white girls,” Hunt- 
Martin recalled. “That was something 
unusual at that time.” 

Macdonald, whose organization honors 
and advocates for current and former Army 
women, said the Six Triple Eight was only 
recently recognized at the national level. 

In 2016, the unit was inducted into the 
US. Army Women’s Hall of Fame. Last 
year, the battalion was given the Meritori¬ 
ous Unit Award, and the living members 


attended the unveiling of The 6888th Mon¬ 
ument at Fort Leavenworth. 

Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., introduced 
legislation in February to award the women 
the Congressional Gold Medal. Rep. Gwen 
Moore, D-Wis., introduced a companion 
bill in the House. Both bills were referred 
to committees, but lawmakers have not yet 
taken action on them. 

Hunt-Martin said she never expected it. 

“To tell you the truth, I never thought of 
anything like this before,” she said Monday, 
in between taking photos with other female 
veterans and servicemembers. “All of a 
sudden, they discovered us or something.” 

Sgt. 1st Class Natasha Huertas waited 
behind several other women for the chance 
to speak with Hunt-Martin. When she got 
to her, Huertas put her hand on the older 
woman’s shoulder and thanked her. 

“Thank you for paving the way for 
women of color in the military,” Huertas 
said. “Thank you for what you did for us.” 
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Sailors rake debris at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Tuesday, days after deadly Typhoon Hagibis 
ripped through the area. 

More victims, more damage 
found in typhoon aftermath 



Kyodo News/AP 


A residentiai area in Nagano, Japan, is flooded after an 
embankment of the Chikuma River broke due to Typhoon Hagibis. 


'Safe outcome' at 
military bases in 
Japan after storm 


By Haruka Nuga 
AND Mari Yamaguchi 
Associated Press 

NAGANO, Japan — The toll 
of death and destruction from 
a typhoon that tore through 
central and northern Japan 
climbed Tuesday, as the gov¬ 
ernment said it was considering 
approving a special budget for 
the disaster response and even¬ 
tual reconstruction. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
told a parhamentary session 
that the number of deaths tied to 
Typhoon Hagibis had climbed to 
53 and was expected to rise, as 
at least another nine people are 
presumed dead. Kyodo News 
agency, citing its own tally, put 
the death toll at 69. The toll num¬ 
bers remain in flux. 

Abe pledged to do the ut¬ 
most for the safety and rescue 
of those missing or those who 
had to evacuate. “We put the 
people’s lives first,” he said. 

Hagibis hit Japan’s main 
island Saturday with strong 
winds and historic rainfall that 
caused more than 200 rivers 
to overflow, leaving thousands 
of homes flooded, damaged or 
without power. Rescue crews 
on Tuesday were still search¬ 
ing for those missing, thought 
to number about 20. 

Some 34,000 homes were 
without power and 110,000 
lacked running water. More 
than 30,000 people were still at 
shelters as of late Monday, ac¬ 
cording to the Cabinet Office’s 
latest tally. 

Business appeared nearly 
back to normal in central Tokyo, 
and residents in areas where 
floodwater subsided started 


cleaning up. Lives, however, 
remained paralyzed in Nagano, 
Fukishima and other hard-hit 
areas that were still inundated. 

Some residents in Nagano re¬ 
turned to their homes, only to 
find they were not habitable. 

Retired carpenter Toshitaka 
Yoshimura, who grew up in 
the Tsuno district of Nagano, 
was stunned when he returned 
to his home after staying at 
an evacuation center during 
the storm. His house was a 
mess. Doors were knocked out, 
his handmade furniture was 
tossed around and damaged, 
and everything from a futon 
to electronics were broken and 
covered with mud. 

“I put a lot of effort in this 
house. I made all the furniture 
with my wife. Now look what 
happened in one day,” he said, 
with his voice trembling with 
emotion. “Now this makes me 
want to cry.” 

At least some of his memo¬ 
rable photos with his family 


and relatives were intact, along 
with toys and games that his 
younger relatives played when 
they gathered at his house. 

“I’m glad they survived at 
least,” said his nephew, Kazuki 
Yoshimura. “Perhaps we can 
still do something about the 
house, but nothing can be more 
precious than life.” 

In Fukushima, 11 bags con¬ 
taining possibly radioactive soil 
and debris removed as part of 
decontamination efforts from 
the 2011 meltdown of the Fu¬ 
kushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant 
were washed from two outdoor 
temporary storage sites and 
found downstream, the Envi¬ 
ronment Ministry said. 

Most of the remaining 5,000 
bags stacked up at the two sites 
— one in Tamura and another 
litate — remained in place. 

There was no risk to the 
environment because the wa¬ 
terproof bags were intact and 
hadn’t leaked, the ministry 
said. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
AND Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Naval Air Facility 
Atsugi appeared the worst hit by 
Typhoon Hagibis on Saturday 
of the U.S. military bases in and 
around Tokyo, according to offi¬ 
cial statements. 

The base, 25 miles southwest 
of the city center, lay along the 
storm’s path after the eye came 
ashore over the Izu peninsula 
Saturday evening. 

Atsugi suffered “structural or 
water damage to more than 20 
structures,” according to an offi¬ 
cial base Facebook post Monday. 
Roofs were torn off some build¬ 
ings, trees were damaged and 
debris was thrown around the 
base. 

Still, the base’s emergency 
management office credited “a 
relatively safe outcome” to “com¬ 
mand, tenant and resident prepa¬ 
ration,” according to the post. 

A request for comment on 
cleanup efforts went unanswered 
Tuesday, a holiday for the U.S. 
military. 

Meanwhile, the civilian death 
toll from Hagibis climbed on 
Tuesday as cleanup work contin¬ 
ued across Japan’s main island 
of Honshu, where a dozen res¬ 
cues were underway, according 
to Japanese media. 

By comparison, the U.S. mili¬ 
tary reported no deaths or inju¬ 
ries from the storm. 

At Camp Zama, an Army base 
40 miles southwest of Tokyo, 
damage was light. 

“The U.S. Army Garrison 
Japan installations were very 
fortunate as they sustained only 
minimal typhoon damage,” ac¬ 
cording to an email Tuesday 
from base spokeswoman Gwen¬ 
dolyn Smalls. “Damage included 
minor tearing to the protective 
netting that stretches along the 
Camp Zama Golf Course, a few 
downed trees and minor storm 
drain blockage due to shrubbery 
debris.” 

Her email included a state¬ 
ment from U.S. Army Garrison 
Japan commander Col. Thomas 
R. Matelski. 

“Our entire community did a 
wonderful job preparing for this 
typhoon, from securing outdoor 
belongings to having updated 
emergency kits,” he said. “I want 
to personally thank them for tak¬ 
ing the steps to stay connected, 
stay informed and stay safe.” 

At Yokota Air Base — the 
Tokyo home of U.S. Forces Japan 
and the 5th Air Force — the 
storm did little more than keep 
its residents indoors for most of 
the day. 

“Thanks to early preparation 


efforts made by our Civil Engi¬ 
neer Squadron and our Airmen 
and families, other than a few 
trees that were knocked down 
on base and at Tama Hills, there 
was no significant damage due 
to the storm,” said 374th Air¬ 
lift Wing spokeswoman Kaori 
Matsukasa. 

Tama Hills is a recreation area 
about a half-hour drive from 
Yokota. 

At Yokosuka Naval Base, 42 
miles south of Tokyo, yellow bar¬ 
riers continued to block traffic 
Tuesday along a length of First 
Avenue between the base athlet¬ 
ic field and fire station. 

About 20 sailors were raking 
debris nearby. The seawall in that 
area was heavily damaged by Ty¬ 
phoon Faxai in mid-September. 

Fences 
bent and 
broken at 
Yokosuka 
by Hagibis 
were fixed 
or replaced 
by Tuesday 
morning. 
Most fallen 
branches 
had been 
cleared 
and debris 
collected 
along the 
base’s east¬ 
ern shore¬ 
line was 
swept into a 
large pile. 
Base 

public af¬ 
fairs did 
not respond to questions about 
the extent of the damage to base 
facilities Tuesday. 

Camp Fuji, home of the Marine 
Corps’ combined arms training 
center in mainland Japan, suf¬ 
fered “no significant impacts,” 
according to Marine Corps In¬ 
stallations Pacific spokesman 
Maj. Andrew Aranda. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
speaking to a budget committee of 
the country’s legislature Tuesday, 
said he intended to declare Hagi¬ 
bis a “severe natural disaster” to 
increase subsidies for reconstruc¬ 
tion in affected areas, according to 
public broadcaster NHK. 

The broadcast company re¬ 
ported 66 people had died — 
one of several estimates given 
— with 25 from Fukushima pre¬ 
fecture, the hardest-hit area, in 
northeastern Honshu. Levees at 
66 locations on 47 rivers had col¬ 
lapsed due to record-breaking 
rainfall during the typhoon. 
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Trump announces 
Turkey sanctions 



Ugur Can, DHA/AP 


Turkey’s forces advance Monday toward Manbij, Syria. A U.S. military spokesman says U.S. forces have 
left the Kurdish-held town of Manbij. 

Syria: US military spokesman confirms 
troops have completed pullout from Manbij 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Targeting 
Turkey’s economy, President 
Donald Trump announced sanc¬ 
tions aimed at restraining the 
Turks’ assault against Kurdish 
fighters and civilians in Syria 
— an assault Turkey began after 
Trump announced he was mov¬ 
ing U.S. troops out of the way. 

Some of those U.S. troops leav¬ 
ing northern Syria are being 
shifted to Iraq, where they could 
conduct cross-border operations 
against Islamic State militants, a 
U.S. official said. 

The United States also called on 
Turkey to stop the invasion and 
declare a cease-fire, and Trump 
is sending Vice President Mike 
Pence and national security ad¬ 
viser Robert O’Brien to Ankara 
as soon as possible in an attempt 
to begin negotiations. Pence said 
on Monday that Trump spoke 
directly to Turkish leader Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, who promised 
not to attack the border town of 
Kobani, which in 2015 witnessed 
ISIS’ first defeat in a battle with 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— The U.S. is reviewing plans to 
evacuate tactical nuclear weapons 
stored at Incirlik Air Base in light 
of ongoing tensions with Turkey, 
according to media reports. 

The U.S. State and Energy de¬ 
partments were examining plans 
for potentially moving the weap¬ 
ons, which are roughly 250 miles 
from the Syrian border, The New 
York Times reported Monday, cit¬ 
ing two unnamed officials. 

The U.S. faces a dilemma over 
what to do with the weapons. 
Flying them out of Turkey risks 
further damaging the already 
troubled relationship with a long¬ 
time NATO ally, while keeping 
the aging weapons in Incirlik 
would mean leaving them in a 
country that Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper warned on Sunday 
was “spinning out of the Western 
orbit.” 

While not addressing the nucle¬ 
ar issue, Esper said on Fox News 
that “the arc of (Turkey’s) behav¬ 
ior over the past several years has 
been terrible.” 

To keep the weapons in Incirlik 
would perpetuate a vulnerability 
that should have been eliminated 
years ago, a senior official told 
the Times. 

Even before Turkey’s military 
intervention last week in Syria, 
nuclear watchdogs had raised 
alarms about holding the weap¬ 
ons at Incirlik amid a steadily de¬ 
teriorating relationship between 
the West and Turkey. Some for- 


US.-backed Kurdish fighters. 

The Americans were scram¬ 
bling for Syria’s exits, a move 
criticized at home and abroad as 
opening the door to a resurgence 
of ISIS, whose violent takeover of 
Syrian and Iraqi lands five years 
ago was the reason American 
forces went in the first place. 

The Turks began attacks in 
Syria last week against the Syr¬ 
ian Kurdish fighters, whom the 
Turks see as terrorists. On Mon¬ 
day, Syrian government troops 
moved north toward the border 
region, setting up a potential 
clash with Turkish-led forces. 

In his sanctions announce¬ 
ment, Trump said he was halt¬ 
ing negotiations on a $100 billion 
trade deal with Turkey and rais¬ 
ing steel tariffs back up to 50%. 
Trump also imposed sanctions on 
three senior Turkish officials and 
Turkey’s Defense and Energy 
ministries. 

“I am fully prepared to swift¬ 
ly destroy Turkey’s economy if 
Turkish leaders continue down 
this dangerous and destructive 
path,” Trump said. 


mer U.S. military officials also 
have urged the Pentagon to look 
for places other than Turkey to 
base U.S. troops. 

Stored at Incirlik are B61 grav¬ 
ity bombs, which at their maxi¬ 
mum yield are about 10 times 
more powerful than the bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima. The 
weapons can be dialed back to 
explode with a smaller yield. 

Critics of the Incirlik arsenal 
argue the warheads are more of a 
legacy of the Cold War than a cru¬ 
cial part of the US.’ present day 
nuclear deterrent strategy. 

U.S. European Command on 
Tuesday did not respond directly 
to a question about the status of 
nuclear weapons in Turkey. 

“There have been no changes 
to the daily operations at Incirlik 
Air Base,” said Mark Mackowiak, 
a EUCOM spokesman. 

While the U.S. military as a 
rule does not comment on where 
it stores nuclear weapons in Eu¬ 
rope, a NATO-affiliated report 
released in April confirmed what 
was an open secret in security 
circles: U.S. nuclear weapons are 
stored at bases in Kleine Brogel 
in Belgium, Buechel in Germany, 
Aviano and Ghedi-Torre in Italy, 
Volkel in the Netherlands and In¬ 
cirlik in Turkey. 

The locations were mentioned 
in a report for the Defense and 
Security Committee of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly and 
were published in July by a Bel¬ 
gian newspaper. 
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aiming to capture and wrest from 
Kurdish control. Video by Rus¬ 
sian journalists with the troops 
showed what appeared to be an 
abandoned outpost where U.S. 
forces had been stationed. 

A U.S. military spokesman, 
Col. Myles B. Caggins, confirmed 
U.S. troops had completed their 
pullout from Manbij. During the 
withdrawal, contacts were kept 
open with the Turks and Rus¬ 
sians to ensure the several hun¬ 
dred American forces there got 
out safely, U.S. officials said. 

U.S. troops have had outposts 
in Manbij since 2017, when they 
went in to avert a battle over the 
town between Turkish and Kurd¬ 
ish fighters. 

Now Russia was playing that 
role. Outside Manbij, Russian 
troops patrolled front lines be¬ 
tween Turkish and Syrian army 
positions to keep them apart, 
Russia’s Defense Ministry said. 

“No one is interested” in fight¬ 
ing between Syrian government 
troops and Turkish forces, said 
Alexander Lavrentyev, Moscow’s 
envoy for Syria. Russia “is not 
going to allow it,” he told Russian 
state news agencies. 

Kurdish leaders and represen¬ 
tatives of the Syrian government 
held talks at a Russian military 
base last week, Lavrentyev said, 
adding he was unaware of any 
results. 

Kelly Craft, the U.S. ambas¬ 
sador to the United Nations, told 
reporters Washington is “deeply 
concerned” that Russian troops 
are patrolling between the two 
sides. 

Russia has been a staunch ally 
of Assad for decades and entered 
the Syrian conflict in 2015, pro¬ 
viding air cover that eventually 
turned the tide of the war in his 
favor. The Russian military has 
shipped weapons to Damascus, 
trained thousands of troops and 
put its advisers in key Syrian 
military units. Several hundred 
Russian contractors also have re¬ 
portedly fought alongside Syrian 
government troops, but their role 
in Assad’s offensives does not ap¬ 
pear to be significant. 

In the first week of the Turkish 
assault, at least 154 fighters from 


the Kurdish-led Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces have been killed, as 
well as 128 fighters from Turkish- 
backed Syrian factions, accord¬ 
ing to the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a monitor of the 
war. It said at least 69 civilians 
have been killed in Syria. 

Turkey says six of its soldiers 
have died, as well as at least 20 
Turkish civilians killed by Kurd¬ 
ish mortar fire across the border. 

Two Turkish soldiers and seven 
others were wounded in a mortar 
attack from Manbij, the Turkish 
Defense Ministry said, noting 
it retaliated and “neutralized” 
an estimated 15 Syrian Kurdish 
fighters. 

An Associated Press team later 
saw up to 200 Turkish troops 
along with armored vehicles 
crossing into Syria at Jarablus, 
near Manbij and Kobani, a bor¬ 
der town that is not yet secured 
by Syrian forces. 

Farther east on the border, 
Kurdish fighters battled to retake 
Ras al-Ayn, a town captured by 
Turkish forces days earlier. An 
AP journalist reported heavy 
Turkish bombardment of targets 
in the countryside around it. The 
Syrian Observatory said Syrian 
Kurdish fighters had retaken the 
town, but it appeared it was still 
being contested. 

A U.S. official said the ap¬ 
proximately 1,000 U.S. troops 
being withdrawn from northern 
Syria will reposition in Iraq, Ku¬ 
wait and possibly Jordan. The 
U.S. forces in Iraq could conduct 
cross-border operations against 
Islamic State in Syria as they did 
before creating the now-aban¬ 
doned partnership with Syrian 
Kurdish-led forces, the official 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

After opening the way for the 
Turkish assault with its pullout, 
Washington is now trying to re¬ 
strain its fellow NATO member. 

Trump on Monday announced 
sanctions aimed at Turkey’s 
economy while European Union 
countries moved to broaden an 
arms sale embargo. 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan defended Tur¬ 
key’s offensive in a column in 
the Wall Street Journal, urging 


the international community to 
support Ankara’s effort to create 
what it calls a resettlement “safe 
zone” for refugees in northeast¬ 
ern Syria, or “begin admitting 
refugees.” 

“Turkey reached its limit,” 
Erdogan wrote of the 3.6 million 
Syrians in his country. He said 
Turkey’s warnings it would be 
unable to stop refugee floods into 
the West without international 
support “fell on deaf ears.” 

Turkey said it invaded northern 
Syria to create a zone of control 
the entire length of the border 
and drive out the Kurdish fight¬ 
ers, which it regards as terrorists 
because of their links to Kurdish 
insurgents in Turkey. 

Instead, after the Kurds’ deal 
with Damascus, a new de facto 
carving up of the border ap¬ 
peared to be taking shape. 

Turkish forces control the 
beginnings of a truncated zone 
roughly in the center of the bor¬ 
der about 60 miles long between 
the towns of Tel Abyad and Ras 
al-Ain. 

Syrian government troops were 
moving into or increasing their 
presence in the regions on either 
side of that enclave, including 
Manbij to the west and the cities 
of Qamishli and Hassakeh in the 
far northeastern corner of Syria. 

With their deal with Damascus, 
the Kurds risk losing the virtual 
self-rule they have enjoyed across 
the northeast — the heartland of 
their minority community — ever 
since Assad pulled his troops out 
of the area seven years ago to 
fight rebels elsewhere. They are 
hoping, perhaps with Russian 
mediation, to reach a final deal 
that would preserve some degree 
of that autonomy. 

But they gain protection. So far, 
Turkey appears reluctant to clash 
with Syrian forces wherever they 
move in. The Turkish-led forces 
continue to fight for places held 
solely by the Kurds. 

The UN. humanitarian aid 
coordinator said at least 160,000 
civilians in northeastern Syria 
have been displaced amid the 
Turkish operations, mostly from 
Ras al-Ayn and Tal Abyad, where 
people are fleeing south. 


Report: US mulls removing 
nuclear weapons from Incirlik 
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An ax to grind 

Turkey's Syrian fighters motivated 
by hatred of Kurds, intolerance 
for dissent, desire to make money 



AP photos 


Turkey-backed forces from the Free Syrian Army stand in formation Oct. 7 during military maneuvers in 
preparation for a Turkish incursion targeting Syrian Kurdish fighters near Azaz town, northern Syria. 



Turkey-backed fighters flash the V for victory sign as they are driven through the town of Akcakale, 
Sanliurfa province, southeastern Turkey, last week on their way to cross the border to Tel Abyad, Syria. 


By Sarah el Deeb 
AND Joseph Krauss 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The Syrian fight¬ 
ers vowed to kill “pigs” and “in¬ 
fidels,” paraded their Kurdish 
captives in front of cameras and, 
in one graphic video, fired sever¬ 
al rounds into a man lying on the 
side of a highway with his hands 
bound behind his back. 

They are part of the self-styled 
Syrian National Army, the shock 
troops in Turkey’s offensive 
against U.S.-allied Kurdish forc¬ 
es who were abandoned last week 
after President Donald Trump 
ordered the withdrawal of Ameri¬ 
can troops from northern Syria. 

The Syrian fighters, trained 
and funded by Turkey, present 
themselves as heirs to the up¬ 
rising against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad. But while they 
include some Islamic extremists 
and past members of some Syrian 
rebel factions, many are Arab and 
Turkmen fighters from north¬ 
ern and eastern Syria who have 
an ax to grind against the Kurds 
and a reputation for violence and 
looting. 

“The main problem with these 
forces is their criminality,” said 
Elizabeth Tsurkov, a fellow at 
the U.S.-based Foreign Policy 
Research Institute who has inter¬ 
viewed dozens of the fighters and 
said they appear to be driven by a 
desire for power and money, rath¬ 
er than by any specific ideology. 

“Hatred of Kurds, a sense of 
Arab chauvinism, complete intol¬ 
erance for any dissent and just a 
desire to make a profit is what’s 
driving most of the abuses,” she 
said. 

Since Turkey began funding 
the force in 2016, its fighters have 
yet to battle Assad’s troops. 

Instead, they have mostly 
fought in Turkey’s cross-border 
offensives against Islamic State 
and the Syrian Democratic Forc¬ 
es, a Kurdish-led militia that had 
partnered with the United States 
and battled ISIS extremists with 
far greater success. 

In the latest offensive, the Turk¬ 
ish-led Syrian forces have pushed 
deep into northeastern Syria, an 
ethnically and religiously mixed 
region, raising fears of ethnic 
conflict and human rights abus¬ 
es. Some of the factions allied 
with Turkey have been accused 
of banditry, and others include 
hard-line Islamic militants in 
their ranks. 

Turkey views the Kurdish mi¬ 
litia that forms the core of the 
SDF as a terrorist group because 
of its links to Kurdish fighters 
who have waged a decadeslong 
insurgency inside Turkey. After 
threatening for months to invade 
northeastern Syria and carve out 


a “safe zone” along the border, 
Turkey launched an offensive last 
week after Trump cleared the 
way for it by moving US. troops 
out of the way. 

As the situation on the ground 
descends into chaos and Syrian 
government troops move north to 
lend support to their former foes, 
the Kurds, Turkey’s Syrian fight¬ 
ers are pouring across the bor¬ 
der from Turkey, posting videos 
in which they threaten Kurdish 
“pigs” and “atheists.” 

Casualties taken 

Backed by Turkish airstrikes 
and artillery, the fighters have 
provided the bulk of the ground 
forces and taken the most 
casualties. 

At least 16 Syrian fighters have 
been killed, compared with four 
Turkish soldiers, since the opera¬ 
tion began last week. 

Over the weekend they cap¬ 
tured a mgjor highway that runs 
across northern Syria. The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, a 
Britain-based war monitor, said 
the Turkey-backed fighters shot 
and killed six civilians along the 
road, including Hevreen Khalaf, 
a woman who led a Kurdish po¬ 
litical party. 

In a video circulated online, 
fighters can be seen rushing to¬ 
ward a bullet-ridden armored ve¬ 
hicle, saying they have captured a 
“pig.” A woman’s faint voice can 
be heard from within, saying she 
is the head of a political party. 
The video indicates Khalaf was 
captured alive and later died or 
was killed. 

A US. military official, speak¬ 
ing on condition of anonymity to 
discuss operational details, said 
“extremist Turkish proxies” had 
advanced along the highway, set¬ 
ting up checkpoints where they 
posed as Kurdish fighters and 
killed civilians. 

In a series of tweets, one of the 
Turkey-backed groups, known as 
Ahrar al-Sharqiya, posted pic¬ 
tures of two supposed Kurdish 
fighters it said it had captured. 

Another video posted on¬ 
line showed the Syrian fighters 
screaming, “God is greatest!” as 
they fired several rounds into a 
bound prisoner who resembled 
one of the captured men in the 
previous video. 

A spokesman for Ahrar al- 
Sharqiya, Al-Harith Rabah, said 
his force had set up a checkpoint 
on the highway and fired at those 


who refused to stop. He said the 
man killed in the video was a 
Kurdish fighter in civilian clothes 
who had fought until he ran out of 
ammunition. 

He said the Turkey-backed 
force is investigating the shooting 
and had summoned the gunmen 
for questioning. 

“We provided proof they were 
armed men,” Rabah told The As¬ 
sociated Press. “Anyone on the 
battlefield, when there is resis¬ 
tance, one is obligated to react 
and deal with those who resist.” 

ISIS slogans 

Turkish officials did not re¬ 
spond to a request for comment 
on the Syrian forces, some of 
whom are heard using religious 
language in some of the videos, 
even borrowing slogans from 
ISIS. 

At least some of the factions 
include Islamic extremists. The 
Rojava Information Center, an 
activist collective in the Kurdish- 
held areas, has identified at least 
40 former ISIS militants among 
the Turkey-backed fighters. 

Tsurkov said one faction is 
made up of fighters from Idlib, a 
stronghold for an al-Qaida-linked 


group, who are “less prone to 
criminality and just straight-up 
extremists.” 

That bodes ill for northeast¬ 
ern Syria, home to a patchwork 
of Kurdish, Christian and other 
minority communities that have 
already suffered throughout the 
rise of ISIS and the devastating 
war that dismantled its self-styled 
caliphate. 

The UN. said more than 
130,000 people have fled since 
the Turkish operation began. As 
Syrian Kurdish forces fall back, 
there are fears that those who 
remain will end up like the resi¬ 
dents of Afrin, a Kurdish enclave 
in northwestern Syria seized by 
Turkey and its Syrian allies early 
last year. 

Rights groups say the Turkey- 
backed fighters looted and de¬ 
stroyed the property of Kurdish 
civilians in Afrin. 

Last month, a UN. commission 
said the overall security situation 
in and around Afrin “remained 
dire “ as armed groups carved 
out their own fiefdoms. The Roja¬ 
va Information Center said some 
factions have imposed a strict 
form of Islamic law. 

“There is a general absence 
of rule of law and repeated in¬ 
cidents of kidnappings, torture, 
extortion and assassination,” the 
UN. commission said, adding 
that victims were “often of Kurd¬ 
ish origin as well as civilians 
perceived as being prosperous, 
including doctors, businessmen 
and merchants.” 
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Turkey’s Syrian fighters are pouring 
across the border, posting videos 
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Course: Critics say 
changes will make force 
weaker, ‘less capable’ 



Photos by Ken Kassens, U.S. Army/AP 


A student from the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School practices setting a 
paiute deadfall trap for small game during the survival phase of Survival Evasion Resistance and Escape 
Level-C training at Camp Mackall, N.C., on Feb. 28. 



Special Forces candidates patrol through a wooded area during the 
final phase of field training known as Robin Sage in central North 
Carolina on July 9. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The changes that are begin¬ 
ning now have led to resentment 
among some Special Forces that 
the brass wants to make it easier 
to pass the qualification course as 
a way to boost lagging recruiting 
numbers and ensure that women 
will eventually qualify. The fear, 
such critics say, is that Green 
Berets will become weaker and 
“dangerously less capable than 
ever before.” 

Army leaders insist the chang¬ 
es reflect the military’s need to 
adapt to evolving security threats 
from Russia, China, Iran and oth¬ 
ers foes. They say the nearly two- 
year course had to be shortened, 
so some training will be done 
when soldiers get to their units, 
where it can be tailored to the 
specific needs of the region. 

“Today’s qualification course 
is for exactly the type of Green 
Beret we needed for 2008. It is not 
what we need for 2028,” said Mqj. 
Gen. Kurt Sonntag, who until 
recently was commander of the 
Army Special Operations Center 
of Excellence, which includes all 
the Special Forces training. “We 
need to reestablish our forte, 
which is our ability to work with 
partner forces, developing their 
capabilities to provide an ad¬ 
vantage for them and the United 
States against our adversaries 
— North Korea, Iran and China 
and Russia.” 

Sonntag and other command¬ 
ers, current and former instruc¬ 
tors and students at the Special 
Forces training base at Camp 
Mackall, N.C., spoke with The As¬ 
sociated Press during a rare, two- 
day look at the course, including 
observation of the overnight land 
navigation test. 

The more than 6,700 Army 
Green Berets are highly trained 
commandos who usually work in 
12-person teams that are often 
used for specialized combat and 
counterterrorism operations and 
to train other nations’ forces in 
battle skills. About a dozen died 
in combat this year, mainly work¬ 
ing with Afghan forces fighting 
the Taliban; others are training 
troops in up to 60 countries. 

Solid basic skills 

The changes were driven by 
discussions with senior leaders, 
including Maj. Gen. John Deed- 
rick, commander of 1st Spe¬ 
cial Forces Command, who told 
Sonntag he wanted soldiers to 
come out of the course with solid 
basic skills that can be sharpened 
when they get to their units. 

“If you try to make them an ex¬ 
pert in everything, you’re gonna 
give me a Swiss Army knife that 
can do a little bit of everything 
but isn’t real good,” he said in an 
interview in his Fort Bragg, N.C., 
office. “I’d prefer to have him 
very good at the basics, and then 
let me tailor what he’s gonna do in 
the long run.” 


The new course drops some 
training, shifts some around and 
eliminates gaps in the schedule. 
For example, language training 
will now come after soldiers grad¬ 
uate the course, becoming a skill 
to learn rather than one needed to 
pass to stay in the course. 

Also, because the new Penta¬ 
gon strategy is focused on threats 
from China and Russia, rather 
than wars against insurgents, 
some counterterrorism skills will 
be tailored to specific regions and 
taught after soldiers are in their 
units. 

Senior Army leaders endorse 
the changes. 

Army Secretary Ryan McCar¬ 
thy said Sonntag “really grinded 
through this to make adjustments 
to the 
course to 
make it 
more ef¬ 
fective and 
streamline 
the amount 
of time 
they’re in 
the school- 
house” so 
they get 
to their 
assigned 
units more 
quickly. 
The new 
training, he 
said, will 
be more 
relevant 
to current 
threats. 

The 

changes, 
however, caused an uproar among 
some instructors in the Special 
Forces community. 

In a lengthy and anonymous 
2017 email, a Green Beret instruc¬ 
tor argued that “career-focused 
leaders” have eroded standards 
in the qualification course in 
order to meet graduation quotas. 
The email charged that allowing 
women to compete for special 
operations jobs was also respon¬ 
sible because commanders want 
to “markedly lower the standards 
enough to ensure that any woman 
attempting this path will have ab¬ 
solutely no issue achieving it.” 

It complained that soldiers who 
failed a skill or fitness test weren’t 
weeded out but allowed to contin¬ 
ue or given a second chance. 

The path to becoming a Green 
Beret consists of several phases, 
beginning with a grueling as¬ 
sessment and selection phase in 
which commanders believe they 
can identify soldiers who cannot 
make the grade or do not belong. 
The bulk of those who try out fail. 
Some who get injured or fail are 
allowed to return and try again. 

In the 2019 budget year, more 
than 3,000 soldiers showed up 
for the assessment phase, with 
936 passing and going on to the 
qualification course. Of those, 
about 70 percent graduated and 


donned the Green Beret. 

Sonntag said unqualified troops 
should be dropped, but that once 
soldiers make it through the as¬ 
sessment phase, the focus should 
be on training them to meet the 
standards. 

Attrition 

Former instructors told The As¬ 
sociated Press that the course has 
changed often over the decades. 
Chris Zets, a retired Green Beret 
who worked as a course instruc¬ 
tor, said the attrition rate shot up 
in recent years as the training 
expanded and instructors added 
more intermittent fitness tests 
and requirements. Commanders, 
including Sonntag, were asked to 


figure out why. 

“You can ratchet it up and up 
and up and up to the point where 
you don’t graduate anybody and 
nobody volunteers to come here,” 
said Zets, who went through the 
course in 1979. “So, yeah, we’ve 
increased the standards, but then 
you don’t have anybody going to 
the force. So there’s a balancing 
act.” 

Under the new program, once 
soldiers pass the assessment 
phase, they move to small-unit 
tactics and survival training, 
then four months of more spe¬ 
cialized job instruction and then 
six weeks of exercises and other 
training before graduation. 

“I want somebody physically 
fit, culturally astute, morally 


straight, understands small-unit 
tactics and how to apply that with 
a partner force. And someone who 
can problem-solve. You give me 
that raw material coming out of 
the course, and we’ll do just fine,” 
said Deedrick, the commander of 
1st Special Forces Command. 

Others, however, say the up¬ 
roar over the changes is a trou¬ 
bling sign. 

“The danger of one unquali¬ 
fied officer making it through to 
command a Special Forces team 
is a balance that requires difficult 
choices,” said retired Brig. Gen. 
Donald Bolduc, a former Special 
Forces commander. He said some 
instructors were concerned with 
exceptions being made for some 
soldiers in the course. “If they 
are concerned, I am concerned,” 
he said. 

And, he said, the fact that they 
resorted to an anonymous email 
suggested they feared retribution 
or did not feel comfortable going 
to leadership. 

In fact, several instructors as¬ 
sociated with the email posting 
ended up facing discipline or 
getting forced out — triggering 
charges that Sonntag sought re¬ 
venge for the criticism. 

Senior Army officials said a 
board of inquiry into Sonntag’s 
actions cleared him of any 
wrongdoing. In all but one case, 
officials and internal documents 
say, the soldiers were disciplined 
for infractions unrelated to the 
email, ranging from assault and 
travel fraud to being absent with¬ 
out leave and using government 
computers to promote a personal 
online business. 

One soldier was charged with 
writing the email, lying about 
it and using his job to promote a 
personal business, the internal 
document said. 

Officials, however, also ac¬ 
knowledge there were lingering 
concerns about Sonntag fostering 
a toxic command climate and fail¬ 
ing to communicate well enough 
with the troops about the changes 
in the course. 

While he was cleared of wrong¬ 
doing, Sonntag was not promoted 
and instead has decided to retire, 
said the officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
personnel issues. 


Today’s 
qualification 
course is 
for exactiy 
the type of 
Green Beret 
we needed 
for 2008. It 
is not what 
we need for 
2028.' 

Maj. Gen. Kurt 
Sonntag 
former commander 
of the Army Special 
Operations Center 
of Excellence 
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Andrew Soto/U.S. Marine Corps 


Hands-on with the baton 

U.S. Marines with Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Crisis Response^Africa 20.1, Marine 
Forces Europe and Africa, rehearse baton techniques on Moron Air Base, Spain, this month. 

UN: 85 civilians killed in attacks 
targeting election in Afghanistan 

By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 


Navy vet lauds 
his successful 
penis transplant 


KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
United Nations on Tuesday re¬ 
leased a special report that 
describes the severe toll of elec¬ 
tion-related violence on Afghani¬ 
stan’s civilians, mainly from the 
Taliban’s campaign targeting its 
presidential election last month. 

Afghans voted on Sept. 28 de¬ 
spite the militants’ threats and 
violence. However, the polling 
was marred by widespread mis¬ 
conduct and accusations of fraud 
— as well as controversy over 
what appeared to be low turnout 
and claims from a lead contender, 
Abdullah Abdullah, that he had 
won the vote. 

The report said that attacks 
aiming to disrupt the electoral 
process killed 85 people and 
wounded 373 others across the 
country. The number includes 277 
civilian casualties, 28 of whom 
were killed on the polling day. 

The UN. Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan said in the report 
that more than one-third of civil- 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Of¬ 
ficials said an Afghan army heli¬ 
copter crashed in northern Balkh 
Province, leaving at least seven 
army personnel, including the 
crew members, dead. 

Mohammad Afzel Hadid, head 


ian casualties were children. 

The report not only documents 
the casualties caused by the Tal¬ 
iban’s violent offensive to disrupt 
the election, but also highlights 
a pattern of abductions, threats, 
intimidation and harassment car¬ 
ried out by the insurgents against 
civilians leading up to and during 
the elections. 

“These attacks, along with 
public statements made by the 
Taliban, revealed a deliberate 
campaign intended to undermine 
the electoral process and deprive 
Afghan citizens of their right to 
participate in this important po¬ 
litical process, freely and without 
fear,” said Tadamichi Yamamoto, 
the UN. Secretary-General’s 
Special Representative for Af¬ 
ghanistan. “Many Afghan people, 
however, defied the threats and 
cast their votes.” 

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani pushed to hold the contro¬ 
versial vote despite the abrupt 
collapse in U.S.-Taliban peace 
talks earlier in September. The 
election’s results have also been 
delayed, further deepening the 


of the provincial council in Balkh, 
said Tuesday’s late afternoon 
crash was the result of a techni¬ 
cal problem on the outskirts of 
Mazar-e Sharif, the capital of 
Balkh. 

Hadid said the wreck was not 
caused by enemy fire and that 
area has no insurgent activity. 


political uncertainty gripping the 
country. 

Hawa Alam Nuristani, head of 
the Independent Election Com¬ 
mission, said that the goal is to 
announce the preliminary results 
by Saturday. 

The UN. also urged the elec¬ 
toral commission to safeguard 
and properly complete the elec¬ 
tion process. 

Preliminary figures from the 
UN. indicated that overall civil¬ 
ian casualties were significantly 
lower in 2019 compared with the 
2018 parliamentary elections 
— both in the period leading up to 
and on the polling day. 

However, civilian casualties 
on September’s voting day were 
higher than those on voting day 
in the 2014 presidential election, 
which went into a second round. 

The report blamed more than 
80% of all election-related civil¬ 
ian casualties on Taliban attacks, 
which it said were responsible for 
an even higher 95% of casualties 
on the day of polling. 


Hanif Rezaie, spokesman 
for the army crops in northern 
Balkh, also confirmed the crash 
of the chopper near the Hairatan 
area outside the city. 

He said an investigation is 
going on to find out what caused 
the crash. 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

A U.S. Navy veteran who had a 
penis transplant eight years after 
a bomb in Afghanistan blew off 
the lower half of his body said the 
pioneering surgery has helped 
him feel back to normal again. 

“This surgery was a way for 
me to overcome that little sub¬ 
conscious voice or whatever it 
was that would always keep me 
feeling different from everyone 
else,” the former Navy corpsman, 
who asked not to be named, told 
the MIT Technology Review in a 
story published Monday. “It was 
one of the best decisions I ever 
made.” 

The veteran, referred to by the 
pseudonym Ray in the article, 
lost both legs, his penis, scrotum 
and a chunk of his abdominal 
wall when he stepped on a road¬ 
side bomb as he ran to help a sol¬ 
dier during a Taliban ambush in 
2010. In March 2018, he became 
the fourth man ever and the first 
military veteran to have a penis 
transplant. 

The injuries he sustained in Af¬ 
ghanistan were so severe, and the 
surgical procedure so complex, 
that it took 14 hours for a team 
of surgeons at Johns Hopkins in 
Baltimore, led by Dr. Richard 
Redett, to transplant a donor’s 
penis, scrotum and tissue from 
the thigh and lower abdomen to 
Ray, the story said. 

The Navy veteran began re¬ 
gaining sensation in his groin 
area within six months, he told 
the MIT Technology Review. He 


New York Daily News 

A soldier who was shot in 
the head in Afghanistan while 
searching for another soldier 
who had deserted his post and 
was captured by the Taliban died 
Saturday. 

Master Sgt. Mark Allen, 46, of 
Loganville, Ga., was one of sever¬ 
al soldiers who was wounded dur¬ 
ing a 19-day search for Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl, who had walked away 
from his post in 2009. 

“I’m heartbroken to let you all 
know that my husband passed 
away peacefully yesterday morn¬ 
ing with his family by his side,” 
wife Shannon Allen wrote in a 
Facebook post. “Over ten years 
ago, he sustained a severe head 
injury while serving in Afghani¬ 
stan, which caused him lifelong 


It was one of the 
best decisions I ever 
made. ^ 

“Ray” 

Navy veteran who had a penis transplant 


can urinate standing up and get 
erections but cannot become a 
biological father. 

“Bombs from below used to be 
a death sentence, but better body 
armor and modern casualty care 
ensure that more wounded sol¬ 
diers survive — and more of them 
with devastating genital-urinary 
trauma,” the story said. 

From October 2001, when the 
U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan 
began, to August 2013,1,367 male 
servicemembers sustained one or 
more injuries to their genitalia or 
urinary systems, it said, citing an 
article published in the Journal of 
Urology in 2017. Most of the ser¬ 
vicemembers who have sustained 
severe groin injuries were under 
30 and in the Army or Marine 
Corps, the journal article stated. 

Ray told his story to let them 
know that servicemembers have 
options, he said. 

Since his transplant, he has be¬ 
come more confident and outgo¬ 
ing, friends and the surgeon who 
led his transplant said. 

“He told me, which was the 
best news I could hear, that it 
feels normal,” Redett said. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jpiawrence3 


health problems. These past few 
months, he has faced some signif¬ 
icant illnesses, and his body was 
finally ready to rest.” 

After he was released as part 
of a prisoner exchange in 2014, 
Bergdahl testified that he was 
tortured by his Taliban captors. 

At his sentencing hearing in 
2017, Shannon Allen testified 
about how Mark Allen’s injuries 
had caused hardship for her fam¬ 
ily. “He is present, makes eye 
contact,” she told the court. “He 
can laugh, smile, cry. That is the 
extent of the communication.” 

Bergdahl avoided prison time 
and received a dishonorable dis¬ 
charge from the U.S. Army after 
pleading guilty to desertion and 
misbehavior before the enemy. 

Allen’s funeral will be held 
Friday. 


Afghan military chopper crashes, killing 7 


Soldier shot in head during 
search for Bergdahl dies 
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Fiona Hill: Bolton called Giuliani a 'hand grenade' 



Photos by Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


Former White House adviser on Russia Fiona Hill leaves Capitol Hill in Washington on Monday after 
testifying before congressional lawmakers as part of the House impeachment inquiry. 



Deputy Assistant Secretary of State George Kent, right, arrives 
Tuesday to appear before a joint House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence and the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform for a deposition on Capitol Hill. 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former 
national security adviser John 
Bolton was so alarmed by Rudy 
Giuliani’s back-channel activi¬ 
ties in Ukraine that he described 
President Donald Trump’s per¬ 
sonal lawyer as a “hand grenade 
who is going to blow everybody 
up,” according to a former White 
House aide. 

The aide, Fiona Hill, testified 
for more than 10 hours on Mon¬ 
day as part of the Democrats’ 
impeachment probe into Trump’s 
dealings with Ukraine. She de¬ 
tailed Bolton’s concerns to law¬ 
makers and told them that she 
had at least two meetings with 
National Security Council lawyer 
John Eisenberg about the matter 
at Bolton’s request, according to 
a person familiar with the tes¬ 
timony who requested anonym¬ 
ity to discuss the confidential 
interview. 

Those meetings took place in 
early July, weeks before a July 25 
phone call between Trump and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, in which Trump urged 
that Zelenskiy investigate politi¬ 
cal rival Joe Biden’s family and 
Ukraine’s own involvement in the 
2016 presidential election. 

A whistleblower complaint 
about that call, later made public, 
prompted House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi to launch the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry. Giuliani is Trump’s 
personal lawyer and was heavily 
involved in the effort to pressure 
Ukraine on the investigations. 

Hill, a top adviser on Russia, 
also referred to US. Ambassa¬ 
dor Gordon Sondland and acting 
White House chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney, the person said, telling 
the three committees leading the 
investigation that Bolton also told 
her he was not part of “whatever 
drug deal Sondland and Mulvaney 
are cooking up,” an apparent ref¬ 
erence to talks over Ukraine. 

She quoted Bolton as saying 
in one conversation that Giuliani 
was “a hand grenade who’s going 
to blow everybody up.” 

Sondland is expected to appear 
for a deposition under subpoena 
Thursday and will certainly be 
asked about those talks. He’s 
expected to tell Congress that 


a text message released earlier 
this month reassuring another 
envoy that there was no quid pro 
quo in their interactions with 
Ukraine was based solely on what 
Trump told him, according to a 
person familiar with his coming 
testimony. 

The cache of text messages was 
provided by one of the inquiry’s 
first witnesses, former Ukrainian 
envoy Kurt Volker, and detailed 
attempts by the diplomats to 
serve as intermediaries around 
the time Trump urged Zelenskiy 
to start the investigations into a 
company linked to Biden’s son. 

Hill also told the investigators 
that she had strongly and repeat¬ 
edly objected to the ouster earlier 
this year of former ambassador 
to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch, 
according to the person familiar 
with the testimony. Yovanovitch 
testified to the impeachment in¬ 
vestigators Friday that Trump 
pressured the State Department 
to fire her. 

The interview is one of what 
could eventually become dozens 
of closed-door depositions in the 
impeachment probe. There are 
five more scheduled this week. 


mostly with State Department 
officials, though it is unclear if 
they will all appear after Trump 
declared he wouldn’t cooper¬ 
ate with the probe. On Tuesday, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State George Kent was scheduled 
to testify. 

While interviews have focused 
on the interactions with Ukraine, 
the probe could broaden as soon 
as next week to include inter¬ 


views with White House budget 
officials who may be able to shed 
light on whether military aid 
was withheld from Ukraine as 
Trump and Giuliani pushed for 
the investigations. 

The three committees leading 
the probe are seeking interviews 
next week with Russell Vought, 
acting director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, and 
Michael Duffey, another 0MB of¬ 


ficial who leads national security 
programs, according to a person 
familiar with those requests. 
That person wasn’t authorized 
to discuss the invitations and re¬ 
quested anonymity. 

The packed schedule of in¬ 
terviews comes as Democrats 
are methodically working to pin 
down the details of Trump’s pres¬ 
sure on Zelenskiy. Once Demo¬ 
crats have completed the probe 
and followed any other threads it 
produces, they will use their find¬ 
ings to help determine whether to 
vote on articles of impeachment. 
Pelosi said she wants the commit¬ 
tees to move “expeditiously.” 

Michael McKinley, a former top 
aide to Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo who resigned last week, 
is scheduled to testify Wednes¬ 
day. McKinley, a career foreign 
service officer and Pompeo’s de 
facto chief of staff, resigned Fri¬ 
day, ending a 37-year career. 

The committees are also sched¬ 
uled to talk to Ulrich Brechbuhl, 
a State Department counselor, 
on Thursday. On Friday, the law¬ 
makers have scheduled an inter¬ 
view with Laura Cooper, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for 
Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia. It 
is unclear if any of those officials 
will show up after Trump’s vow of 
noncooperation. 

Because of the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s edict, the Democrats 
have been subpoenaing wit¬ 
nesses as they arrived for their 
interviews — a move sometimes 
known as a “friendly” subpoena 
that could give the witnesses ad¬ 
ditional legal protection as they 
testify. Both Yovanovitch and Hill 
received subpoenas the mornings 
of their testimony. 

One witness who may not be 
called before Congress is the 
still-anonymous government 
whistleblower who touched off 
the impeachment inquiry. 

Top Democrats say testimony 
and evidence coming in from 
other witnesses, and even the 
Republican president himself, 
are backing up the whistleblow¬ 
er’s account of what transpired 
during Trump’s July 25 phone 
call with Zelenskiy. Lawmakers 
have grown deeply concerned 
about protecting the person from 
Trump’s threats and may not 
wish to risk exposing the whistle¬ 
blower’s identity. 


Hunter Biden denies doing anything wrong in Ukraine, China 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden’s 
son Hunter is rejecting asser¬ 
tions by President Donald Trump 
and his Republican allies that he 
did anything wrong in engaging 
in foreign work in Ukraine and 
China. 

Hunter Biden also says he 
failed to take into account poten¬ 
tial implications for his father’s 
political career. The former vice 
president is a front-runner in the 
2020 Democratic presidential 
contest. 

In an ABC News interview that 


aired Tuesday, Hunter Biden 
concedes he may have made a 
mistake “in the grand scheme of 
things” for failing to see the polit¬ 
ical repercussions for his father. 
But he adds, “Did I make a mis¬ 
take based on some ethical lapse? 
Absolutely not.” 

Hunter Biden also acknowl¬ 
edged that he likely would not 
have been named to the board 
of a foreign company if his last 
name weren’t Biden. 

“I don’t think there’s a lot of 
things that would have happened 
in my life if my last name wasn’t 
Biden,” he said. 


Trump and Republicans have 
targeted Hunter Biden for his 
work in Ukraine and China, mak¬ 
ing baseless claims of corruption. 

In a July 25 phone call. Trump 
pressured Ukraine’s leader to 
investigate the Bidens. Hunter 
Biden was on the board of an en¬ 
ergy company in Ukraine. That 
phone call is the focus of a whistle¬ 
blower complaint that triggered 
the formal House impeachment 
inquiry into Trump. 

Hunter Biden said he never dis¬ 
cussed his business dealings with 
his father. 

His interview aired hours be¬ 


fore the former vice president 
and other Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidates were set to appear 
at their fourth debate Tuesday 
night in Ohio. 

Hunter Biden, who recently 
said he would step down from 
the board of directors of a Chi¬ 
nese-backed private equity firm, 
blamed his father’s political op¬ 
ponents for creating a firestorm 
over his work. 

“I gave a hook to some very 
unethical people to act in illegal 
ways to try to do some harm to 
my father. That’s where I made 
the mistake,” he said. “So I take 


full responsibility for that. Did 
I do anything improper? No, 
not in any way. Not in any way 
whatsoever.” 

He added, “What I regret is 
not taking into account that there 
would be a Rudy Giuliani” — 
Trump’s personal lawyer — “and 
a president of the United States 
that would be listening to this ri¬ 
diculous conspiracy idea.” 

Trump has denied doing any¬ 
thing wrong and has defended 
his phone call with Ukraine’s 
president, calling it “perfect” and 
“beautiful.” 
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Craig Ruttle/AP 


Charlotte Charles, mother of Harry Dunn, who died after an August 
accident in Britain with Anne Sacoolas, wife of an American diplomat, 
speaks at a news conference Monday in New York. She and her 
husband, Bruce Charles, left, are urging Sacoolas to return to Britain. 

Crash victim’s parents 
urge US diplomat’s 
wife to return to UK 


#MeToo founder launches 
new effort aimed at voters 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Tarana Burke, founder of the #MeToo campaign, used the second 
anniversary of the movement to launch a new effort aimed at voters. 
— #MeTooVoter. 

^You can’t have 12 million people respond 
to a hashtag in this country and they not be 
constituents, taxpayers and voters. We need these 
candidates to see us as a power base. ^ 

Tarana Burke 

#MeToo founder 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The parents of 
a motorcyclist killed in a traffic 
crash that involved an American 
diplomat’s wife took their case di¬ 
rectly to U.S. audiences Monday, 
holding a New York news con¬ 
ference at which they urged the 
woman to return to Britain. 

The parents of Harry Dunn 
have reached out to American pol¬ 
iticians and plan to be in Washing¬ 
ton on Wednesday and Thursday 
in their quest to get the woman 
back to the U.K. “to present her¬ 
self to police,” family spokesman 
Radd Seiger said. 

If that occurs, the family indi¬ 
cated, it would be willing to speak 
with her there. 

Charlotte Charles, Dunn’s 
mother, tearfully urged the diplo¬ 
mat’s wife, Anne Sacoolas, to “do 
the right thing” and to “face us as 
a broken family,” along with the 
U.K. legal system. 

“She needs to set an example 
to her own children that you can’t 
run away,” Charles said. 

Dunn, 19, was killed in August 
when his motorcycle collided with 
a car allegedly driven by Sacoolas 
outside a British air force base in 


southern England used by the U.S. 
military. 

Sacoolas left Britain shortly 
after, although police in the area 
where the collision happened 
released a statement saying she 
had previously told them she had 
no plans to depart. Her current 
whereabouts are uncertain. 

The U.S. Embassy in London 
said any question of waiving the 
immunity given to diplomats and 
their families would be carefully 
considered but that it was rare to 
have that happen. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has urged Sacoolas to 
return to the U.K. and said he 
doesn’t think it’s right to “use the 
process of diplomatic immunity 
for this type of purpose.” 

President Donald Trump last 
week called what happened “a 
terrible accident” and said his ad¬ 
ministration would seek to speak 
with the driver “and see what we 
can come up with.” 

Johnson’s office said the prime 
minister spoke with Trump and 
“urged the president to reconsider 
the U.S. position, so the individual 
involved can return to the U.K., 
cooperate with police and allow 
Harry’s family to receive justice.” 


By Errin Haines 
Associated Press 

The founder of #MeToo is 
using the second anniversary of 
the movement to launch a new ef¬ 
fort intended to mobilize voters 
heading into the 2020 election. 

The new hashtag #MeTooVoter 
was unveiled Tuesday, the same 
day as the fourth Democratic 
presidential debate, and reflects 
a frustration among activists that 
issues of sexual violence and ha¬ 
rassment have largely been ab¬ 
sent from the debate stage and 
campaign trail. 

“You can’t have 12 million 
people respond to a hashtag in 
this country and they not be con¬ 
stituents, taxpayers and voters,” 
#MeToo founder Tarana Burke 
said in an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press. “We need these 
candidates to see us as a power 
base. So many people engage with 
survivors from a place of pity.” 

A record number of women are 
running in the 2020 Democratic 
field, and women will be a pivotal 
bloc in both the primary and the 
general election. Still, women are 
too often treated like a special in¬ 
terest group rather than the ma¬ 
jority of the American electorate, 
said Ai-jen Poo, director of the 
National Domestic Workers Al¬ 
liance, which is partnering with 
#MeToo on voter education, mo¬ 
bilization and turnout efforts over 
the next year. 

“The whole point of #MeTooVo- 
ter is to say that survivors are a 
huge political force and incred¬ 
ibly motivated in this moment,” 
Poo said. 

Burke said that nearly a year 
into the Democratic primary, 
none of the 2020 hopefuls has 
spoken to her as they have shaped 
their presidential platforms. She 
hopes #MeTooVoter will prompt 
debate moderators to ask a ques¬ 
tion about sexual violence at the 
next debate, but didn’t expect the 
topic to come up Tuesday. 

Whether #MeToo makes the 
debate stage or not, Burke said 
she is considering a town hall 


around the issue to hear more 
fully from candidates about their 
stances. 

It was on the one-year anniver¬ 
sary of when #MeToo became a 
viral hashtag that Burke was still 
reeling from the confirmation of 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Ka- 
vanaugh, whose nomination hear¬ 
ing focused largely on allegations 
of sexual assault when he was a 
teenager. 

The hearing, watched by mil¬ 
lions and seen as a mqjor turning 
point in the MeToo movement, 
was seen by some women as a 
setback to efforts to hold men ac¬ 
countable for sexual violence. For 
Burke, the moment was a turning 
point. 

“It was the first time we saw 
survivors en masse come out and 
put their bodies on the line for 


this issue,” said Burke. “It was 
the moment I realized we had to 
form as an organization. People 
are willing to stand up, march, 
talk, come out in the rain. People 
are ready for this moment.” 

Superm^ority co-founder Ce- 
cile Richards said the issue of 
sexual violence is something 
the organization, which is a 
#MeTooVoter partner, has iden¬ 
tified as an election year priority 
among women. 

“Any candidate who wants the 
support of women, I hope under¬ 
stands the importance of speak¬ 
ing to the issues that are on the 
minds of millions of voters in this 
country,” Richards said. “Women 
don’t feel safe in America. There’s 
been very little conversation about 
this, and that’s unacceptable.” 


US, China trade truce leaves the tough issues for later 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump heralded a break¬ 
through in U.S.-China trade talks, 
and markets rallied in relief over 
a deescalation in tensions be¬ 
tween the world’s two biggest 
economies. 

But closer inspection suggests 
there isn’t much substance, at 
least not yet, to the temporary 
truce Trump announced Friday 
at the White House after the U.S. 
and China wrapped up their 13th 
round of trade talks. 

Trump agreed to suspend a tar¬ 
iff increase scheduled for Tuesday 
on $250 billion worth of Chinese 


imports. And the president said 
the Chinese agreed to buy $40 
billion to $50 billion in U.S. farm 
products. 

But nothing’s on paper and de¬ 
tails are scarce. China’s state-run 
media hasn’t even mentioned the 
promise to buy all those soybeans 
and other agricultural products. 

And the negotiators have de¬ 
layed dealing with the toughest is¬ 
sues for future talks. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. is still scheduled to target 
another $160 billion in Chinese 
goods Dec. 15, a move that would 
extend Trump’s tariffs to virtu¬ 
ally everything China ships to the 
United States. 


Friday’s announcement was “a 
nothing-burger,” said Scott Ken¬ 
nedy, who analyzes China’s econo¬ 
my at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. “I call it the 
‘Invisible Deal.’... The only thing 
that happened Friday was that the 
U.S. delayed the tariff increase.” 

The Trump administration ac¬ 
knowledges that work remains to 
be done on what it calls “phase 
one” of ongoing talks with China. 

“We made substantial prog¬ 
ress last week in the negotia¬ 
tions,” Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said Monday on CNBC. 
“We have a fundamental agree¬ 
ment. It is subject to documenta¬ 


tion, and there’s a lot of work to be 
done on that front.” 

Mnuchin said he expected that 
he and U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer will meet with 
China’s lead negotiator. Vice Pre¬ 
mier Liu He, before a November 
Asia-Pacific summit in Chile. At 
that gathering. Trump and Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping could 
officially sign off on a phase one 
agreement. 

The two countries are dead¬ 
locked primarily over U.S. allega¬ 
tions that China deploys predatory 
tactics — including outright theft 
— in a sharp-elbowed drive to be¬ 
come the global leader in robotics. 


self-driving cars and other ad¬ 
vanced technology. 

Beijing has been reluctant to 
make the kind of substantive pol¬ 
icy reforms that would satisfy the 
Trump administration. Doing so 
would likely require scaling back 
China’s aspirations for technologi¬ 
cal supremacy, which it sees as 
crucial to its prosperity. 

“I don’t think China is willing to 
fundamentally change its system,” 
said David Dollar, senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution and a 
former official at the World Bank 
and U.S. Treasury. 

Resolving those issues is largely 
being pushed to future talks. 
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Texas officer resigns, 
is charged in shooting 


Calif, regulator blasts 
utility on power plans 


Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas — A white for¬ 
mer Fort Worth police officer was being 
held in jail on a murder charge after shoot¬ 
ing a black woman through a window of 
her home, and the department told a griev¬ 
ing community that investigators would 
ensure “no stone is left unturned” in the 
search for answers. 

Aaron Dean, 34, was jailed Monday night 
on $200,000 bond after being charged with 
murder in a shooting that began with a call 
about an open front door. Earlier in the day 
he resigned from the force, and the police 
chief said he would have been fired if he 
hadn’t. 

Police bodycam video showed Dean 
approaching the door of the home where 
Atatiana Jefferson, 28, was caring for her 
8-year-old nephew early Saturday. He 
then walked around the side of the house, 
pushed through a gate into the fenced-off 
backyard and fired through the glass a 
split-second after shouting at Jefferson to 
show her hands. 

Dean was not heard identifying himself 
as police on the video, and interim Police 
Chief Ed Kraus said there was no sign 
Dean or the other officer who responded 
even knocked on the front door. 

“Nobody looked at this video and said 
that there’s any doubt that this officer 
acted inappropriately,” Kraus said. 

Sgt. Chris Daniels read a statement 
Monday night after Dean’s arrest in which 
he pledged that the department’s mgjor 
case and internal affairs units were work¬ 
ing “around the clock” for justice in the 
case. Earlier in the day, Jefferson’s family 
had demanded that Dean, a member of the 
force for 1V 2 years, be fired and arrested. 

Police went to Jefferson’s home about 



Jefferson family/AP 


The then-police officer who shot and 
killed Atatiana Jefferson, above, while 
responding to a call in Fort Worth, Texas, 
is facing a murder charge in the case. 

2:25 a.m. after a neighbor called a non¬ 
emergency line to report a door ajar. In a 
statement over the weekend, the depart¬ 
ment said officers saw someone near a 
window inside the home and that one of 
them drew his gun and fired after “per¬ 
ceiving a threat.” 

Jefferson was staying up late playing 
video games with her nephew when she was 
killed, according to the family’s attorney. 

The video included images of a gun in¬ 
side a bedroom. Kraus said he did not know 
whether Jefferson was holding the weapon. 
But he said the fact she had a gun shouldn’t 
be considered unusual in Texas. 

Kraus said that, in hindsight, releasing 
the images of the weapon was “a bad thing 
to do.” 

Mayor Betsy Price called the gun 
“irrelevant.” 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — California’s top 
utility regulator blasted Pacific Gas and 
Electric on Monday for what she called 
“failures in execution” during the largest 
planned power outage in state history to 
avoid wildfires that she said “created an 
unacceptable situation that should never 
be repeated.” 

The agency ordered a series of correc¬ 
tive actions, including a goal of restoring 
power within 12 hours, not the utility’s cur¬ 
rent 48-hour goal. 

“The scope, scale, complexity, and over¬ 
all impact to people’s lives, businesses, and 
the economy of this action cannot be under¬ 
stated,” California Public Utilities Com¬ 
mission President Marybel Batjer wrote in 
a letter to PG&E CEO Bill Johnson. 

PG&E last week took the unprecedented 
step of cutting power to more than 700,000 
customers, affecting an estimated 2.1 mil¬ 
lion Californians. The company said it did 
it because of dangerous wind forecasts but 
acknowledged that its execution was poor. 

Its website frequently crashed, and many 
people said they did not receive enough 
warning that the power was going out. 

“We were not adequately prepared,” 
Johnson said last week. 

PG&E said in a statement Monday that 
employees found more than 100 spots 
where parts of its systems were damaged 
during the strong winds, including downed 
power lines and places where trees had hit 
the lines. Repairs were either completed or 
underway at those sites. 

“It is possible that any one of these in¬ 
stances could have been a potential source 


of ignition” for a wildfire if the outage 
hadn’t taken effect, the statement said. 

The utility didn’t specifically comment 
on the regulatory sanctions. 

In addition to restoring power faster, the 
PUC said the utility must work harder to 
avoid such large-scale outages, develop 
better ways to communicate with the pub¬ 
lic and local officials, get a better system 
for distributing outage maps and work with 
emergency personnel to ensure PG&E 
staff are sufficiently trained. 

She ordered the utility to perform an 
audit of its performance during the outag¬ 
es that began Wednesday, saying the utility 
clearly did not adopt many of the recom¬ 
mendations state officials have made since 
utilities was granted the authority to begin 
pre-emptive power shutoffs last year. The 
review is due by Thursday, and she or¬ 
dered several PG&E executives to appear 
at an emergency PUC hearing Friday. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom has also criticized 
PG&E for its performance during the out¬ 
age, blaming what he called decades of 
mismanagement, underinvestment and 
lousy communication with the public. On 
Monday the Democratic governor urged 
the utility to compensate affected custom¬ 
ers with a bill credit or rebate worth $100 
for residential customers or $250 for small 
businesses. He said the shutoffs affected 
too many customers for too long, and it is 
clear PG&E implemented them “with as¬ 
tounding neglect and lack of preparation.” 

Johnson, the PG&E CEO, responded in 
writing to Newsom’s letter Monday, noting 
that no fires occurred during the power 
shut-off. He said he welcomes the PUC 
review. 


Split verdict for former Ga. officer who shot unarmed, naked man 



Alyssa Pointer, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Kathy Olsen, wife of Robert “Chip” Olsen, is consoled as the verdict for her husband’s 
trial is read in Decatur, Ga., on Monday. The former police officer who fatally shot a 
naked man was found not guilty of murder but was convicted of other charges. 


By Kate Brumback 
Associated Press 

DECATUR, Ga. — A former Georgia 
police officer who fatally shot an unarmed, 
naked man was found not guilty of murder 
Monday but was convicted of aggravated 
assault and other charges that could send 
him to prison for more than 30 years. 

Robert “Chip” Olsen’s face turned red 
and he squeezed his eyes shut tightly as the 
verdict was read. His wife, Kathy Olsen, 
began sobbing and had to be led from the 
courtroom. 

DeKalb County Superior Court Judge 
LaTisha Dear Jackson set bond for Olsen 
at $80,000, ordered him to wear an ankle 
monitor and imposed a dusk-to-dawn cur¬ 
few in effect until his sentencing Nov. 1. 

Olsen, now 57, was a DeKalb County 
police officer in March 2015 when he re¬ 
sponded to a call of a naked man behaving 
erratically outside an Atlanta-area apart¬ 
ment complex. Shortly after arriving, he 
fatally shot Anthony Hill, a US. Air Force 
veteran who had been diagnosed with bipo¬ 
lar disorder and post-traumatic stress dis¬ 
order. A grand jury indicted Olsen nearly a 
year after the shooting. Olsen is white and 
Hill, 26, was black. 

Hill’s parents objected to Olsen being re¬ 
leased on bond while he awaits sentencing. 

“It’s been four years that we’ve been 
waiting for this,” said his mother, Carolyn 
Giummo. “My son is no longer here. ... I 
just feel like it’s time now.” 


In addition to aggravated assault, Olsen 
was convicted of two counts of violating his 
oath of office and one count of making a 
false statement. The assault charge carries 
a maximum sentence of 20 years; each of 
the other three counts carries a sentence 
of up to five years. 

The jury acquitted Olsen on two counts 
of felony murder, charges that would have 
carried a mandatory sentence of life in 
prison. A felony murder charge doesn’t 
imply intent to kill but rather that a death 
occurred as a person was committing an¬ 
other felony, in this case aggravated as¬ 
sault or violation of his oath. 

DeKalb County District Attorney Sherry 
Boston, whose office prosecuted the case, 
said she appreciated the time the jurors 
spent and respected their verdict. 

“I think all of you know that these cases 
are very difficult, not just here in Georgia 
but across the United States,” Boston told 
reporters. 

“It is very difficult to prosecute a po¬ 
lice officer for murder under these 
circumstances.” 

One of the jurors, who asked that his 
name not be used because he didn’t want 
to be linked to the high-profile case, said 
the fact that Olsen was a police officer 
made the deliberations difficult, noting 
that about half the jurors believed Olsen 
was acting in self-defense. 

By the time they reached a verdict, jurors 
were pretty evenly split — largely along 
racial lines — between those who wanted 


to convict Olsen of murder and those who 
didn’t, with most white jurors wanting to 
acquit, he said. 

Ultimately, the juror said, he was afraid 
they wouldn’t be able to reach a unanimous 
verdict, the case would end up in a mistrial 
and a subsequent jury wouldn’t convict on 
any of the counts. So he and some of the oth¬ 


ers agreed to acquit on the murder charges 
as long as they reached a guilty verdict on 
the aggravated assault charge. 

“I felt good about it knowing that I got 
some justice out of it,” he said. 

Attorneys for Olsen didn’t immediately 
comment and didn’t respond to an email 
seeking comment on the verdict. 
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Sanders details plan to 'end corporate greed' 


By Will Weissert 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Bernie 
Sanders has released a mgjor 
proposal to “end corporate greed 
and corruption” by requiring 
large companies to give owner¬ 
ship stakes to their workers. The 
proposal also would ensure that 
many of the nation’s most profit¬ 
able firms pay more in federal 
taxes and government authori¬ 
ties do more to target monopolies 
and halt mergers that may harm 
consumers. 

The senator has been recuper¬ 
ating at his Vermont home for 
nearly two weeks since having a 
heart attack while campaigning 
in Las Vegas, but he traveled to 
Ohio for Tuesday night’s Demo¬ 
cratic presidential debate. 

Sanders spoke to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press about his plan to 
overhaul an “obviously broken” 
and “totally absurd” corporate 
tax system, appointing an at¬ 
torney general who would break 
up large monopolies and giving 
workers 20% of shares in their 
companies and 45% of the seats 
on their corporate boards. He 
called the ownership stake com- 

Ohio losing 
status as a 
swing state 

By Julie Carr Smyth 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Chris 
Gagin says he hasn’t changed 
much politically, even as so much 
around him has. 

The attorney from rural Bel¬ 
mont County, Ohio, became a Re¬ 
publican in 2013 after Democrats 
embraced environmental policies 
that he believed were detrimen¬ 
tal to the area’s coal mining and 
fracking industries. As an anti¬ 
abortion rights, pro-gun conser¬ 
vative, he felt unwelcome. 

“Conservative Democrats have 
become all but extinct,” said 
Gagin, who served for a time as 
county Republican chairman. 
He’s among many former Demo¬ 
crats in blue-collar Ohio who voted 
for Donald Trump in 2016 and for 
an all-GOP statewide ticket last 
year. Those ballots helped turn 
large swaths of territory along 
the Ohio River — places that sup¬ 
ported Democrats Bill Clinton 
and Barack Obama — from blue 
to bright red. 

As Democrats brought their 
next primary debate to Ohio on 
Tuesday, they were grappling 
with whether the new Republican 
dominance in those industrial 
and rural pockets has pushed 
Ohio out of their reach. 

Some Democratic presidential 
campaigns are contemplating 
once unheard-of White House 
victory scenarios that leave out 
Ohio. The storied swing state — a 


ponent “probably the more radi¬ 
cal” piece of his proposal. 

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren has ob¬ 
viously been quite outspoken on 
breaking up large, powerful cor¬ 
porations, as well as making cor¬ 
porate governing boards more 
accountable to workers. How 
does this plan set you apart from 
what she’s been talking about? 

I’ll let Sen. Warren speak for 
herself But this is an issue that 
we have been working on for my 
entire political life. In fact, I can 
remember like it was yesterday 
having a meeting in city hall in 
Burlington, Vt., where hundreds 
of people came out to talk about 
worker control and worker em¬ 
powerment on the job. And, in 
fact, Vermont has been a leader 
— one of the leaders in the coun¬ 
try — in doing just that. 

So you’re seeing a number of 
companies in Vermont — which 
are doing very well, doing well 
economically, and I think the mo¬ 
rale of their employees is very, 
very high — where workers sit 
and help make the decisions for 
their companies. So this is an 
issue that I have been involved in 


place that sided with the winning 
presidential candidate in all but 
one election since 1944 — seems 
likely to be eclipsed by Wiscon¬ 
sin, Michigan and Pennsylvania 
in next year’s election. 

“Ohio isn’t at the center of the 
political universe as it used to 
be,” said Kyle Kondik, an elec¬ 
tions analyst at the University of 
Virginia Center for Politics. 

At this same time during the 
last presidential campaign, in 
October 2015, presidential cam¬ 
paigning in Ohio was so vigorous 
there were fears it was drowning 
out that year’s elections. A group 
concerned about one of that 
year’s ballot issues, the American 
Policy Roundtable, even bought 
an online ad reminding voters 
the presidential election was still 
a year away. The run-up to the 
2020 election has been quieter, 
with Ohio seeing only a handful 
of notable campaign events since 
spring. 


my whole life. We’ve introduced 
several m^or pieces of legisla¬ 
tion to help. You have a lot of com¬ 
panies out there, medium-size 
companies started by somebody 
who is about to retire, and, every¬ 
thing being equal, would like to 
give ownership to his or her em¬ 
ployees but doesn’t have the tax 
incentives to be able to do that. 

We’ve filed legislation which 
would do that. And, the other area 
is, we brought money into the 
state of Vermont which educates 
employers and workers about 
how they can start employer-em¬ 
ployee-owned companies. 

So it’s something that we’ve 
been working on for a long, long 
time. But the issue here is to em¬ 
power working people so they 
walk into a job, they don’t feel 
like they’re a cog in a machine 
but that they have some stake in 
it as well. That their decisions 
will count and, when you do that, 
I think that what the record will 
show — and what I think you see 
in companies all over this coun¬ 
try that are worker-owned — is 
absenteeism goes down, worker 
productivity goes up, people feel 
better about their jobs because 
they have some say in it. 


Tony Dejak/AP 


Trump won Ohio in 2016 by 
8 percentage points — a larger 
margin than any winner since 
George H.W. Bush in 1988. While 
Democrats surged in many other 
swing states in 2018, they lost 
every statewide race in Ohio but 
one. 

Democratic presidential can¬ 
didates were to debate Tuesday 
in Westerville, a suburb outside 
Columbus replete with the col¬ 
lege-educated women and young 
voters who Democrats see as rep¬ 
resenting the party’s best pros¬ 
pects of an Ohio comeback, along 
with minorities. 

“I think it’s totally winnable,” 
said Democratic political con¬ 
sultant Aaron Pickrell, an Ohio 
campaign director and adviser 
to Obama’s successful 2008 and 
2012 campaigns. Any victory 
will depend on finding the right 
balance of supporters in urban, 
suburban, rural and former in¬ 
dustrial communities, he said. 


And I think that’s enormously 
important. So, you add all these 
things together, what we’re say¬ 
ing to a very small number of 
people in the 1% is that you can¬ 
not continue to control this econ¬ 
omy with the kind of greed and 
corruption that you have for so 
many decades, and we’re going 
to bring about some fundamental 
change.” 

Because you’ve been talking 
about these issues for years, is 
perhaps the best way to describe 
this is that you’re putting speci¬ 
ficity behind how you would ac¬ 
complish them? 

“We’re getting into the nitty 
gritty and the details of what has 
to be done with some specificity. 
The broad concept of how you 
create a democratic society in 
which working people have more 
control over their lives is a theme 
that I have obviously been work¬ 
ing on and believed throughout 
my entire career. But this pro¬ 
vides some of the very specific 
details of how we can go forward, 
and it will be a mqjor transforma¬ 
tion of the economy in the sense 
of empowering working people to 
have control over their own lives. 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — In a sign of 
a turbulent campaign to come, in¬ 
dicted US. Rep. Duncan Hunter 
failed to win the endorsement 
Monday of his local Republican 
Party after arguing that he is the 
best candidate for the job despite 
his approaching federal trial. 

Hunter faced significant odds 
of winning the two-thirds sup¬ 
port he needed for the nod from 
the San Diego Republican Party, 
with several other GOP candi¬ 
dates dividing the vote, including 
former Rep. Darrell Issa. But it’s 
nonetheless an unwelcome result 
for a campaign widely seen as 
vulnerable. 

In remarks at a party forum in 
San Diego that were at turns fiery 
and defiant, the Southern Califor¬ 
nia congressman suggested his 
rival candidates should look else¬ 
where for political opportunities. 

“I’ve got this seat,” Hunter 
said, with three other candidates 
seated beside him. “I’ve won this 
seat in the worst of times. I’m still 
fighting from this seat. I’m still 
fighting for you,” he said. 

The party did not release the 
vote tallies for each candidate. 

The federal charges against the 
42-year-old lawmaker came up 
only glancingly throughout the 
hourlong forum, but they are an 
overarching issue in a contest in 
which the Republican candidates 
largely agree on immigration, op¬ 
position to abortion, defense of the 
Second Amendment and support 
for President Donald Trump. 


over their own jobs and not just be 
cogs in a machine, which is, sadly 
enough, too often the case.” 

Are there parts of this you can 
do without Congress since, even 
if you were to win the presidency, 
it’s hard to see this being fully 
approved? 

Obviously, as is the case in 
many, many other issues, we 
will look at what option we have 
through executive action to incor¬ 
porate some of these. But I should 
also tell you that on some ideas 
with regard to worker control, 
there has, interestingly enough, 
been historically — I can’t tell 
you exactly what the case is today 
— but there has been conserva¬ 
tive support, and that’s a fact. I 
should also tell you that, right 
now, if you look around this coun¬ 
try, what you’re seeing is labor 
militancy. 

You’re seeing workers stand 
up, going out on strike with much 
more frequency than used to be 
the case, because I think people 
are sick and tired of the economic 
and political status quo and tired 
of working longer hours for lower 
wages and seeing all of the new 
wealth going to the top 1%. 


His trial is scheduled to begin 
in January. Hunter and his wife 
were charged with misspending 
more than $200,000 in campaign 
funds on vacations, bar tabs and 
other personal expenses. 

Margaret Hunter, who served 
as the congressman’s campaign 
chairwom¬ 
an, later 
pleaded 
guilty to 
one count of 
corruption 
and agreed 
to testify 
against her 
husband. 
Prosecutors 
have also 
charged 
that Duncan 
Hunter used campaign money to 
finance romantic flings with lob¬ 
byists and congressional aides. 

Hunter has pleaded not guilty 
and has called the charges a polit¬ 
ically motivated attempt to drive 
him from office. 

Hunter referred to the charg¬ 
es in his initial statement at the 
forum, while appearing to depict 
Issa and radio personality Carl 
DeMaio as interlopers unfamiliar 
with his district. 

Hunter noted that he carried 
the Republican-leaning 50th 
District in 2018 even after being 
charged in a year when Demo¬ 
crats seized a string of Republi¬ 
can-held congressional seats in 
the state in a rout. 

“I’m not going to move some¬ 
where and fight for the easy seat,” 
Hunter said in what appeared to 
be another dig at his challengers. 



A supporter holds up a sign as President Donald Trump speaks at 
the Covelli Centre in Youngstown, Ohio, in July 2017. Ohio’s trend 
toward voting Republican has changed its status as a swing state. 



Hunter 
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Reporter says NBC 
lacked enthusiasm 
for Weinstein story 



Barrels of radioactive waste are loaded in Aprii for transport to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant at the 
Radioactive Assay Nondestructive Testing facility in Los Alamos, N.M. U.S. officials and critics disagree 
over where radioactive materials should be stored and how to safely move them. 

US officials, critics at odds over 
moving, storing nuclear waste 



John Locher/AP 


People leave the south portal of Yiicca Mountain during a 
congressional tour near Mercury, Nev., in 2018. Eneigy Secretary 
Rick Perry has pressured Congress to jump-start the Ylicca 
Mountain project, which was designed to store nuclear waste. 


By David Bauder 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — In reporter 
Ronan Farrow’s account of his 
contentious divorce from NBC 
News, the more evidence he gath¬ 
ered on Hollywood mogul Har¬ 
vey Weinstein’s alleged sexual 
misconduct, the less enthusiastic 
his bosses seemed to be. 

NBC’s decision to let Farrow 
take his work to The New York¬ 
er magazine is widely regarded 
as one of 
the biggest 
mistakes in 
journalism 
in the past 
few years. 
The detailed 
stories on 
Weinstein 
published 
by The New 
York Times 
Farrow and The 
New Yorker 
in 2017 shared a Pulitzer Prize 
and are credited with igniting the 
#MeToo movement. 

“For six months, the only sup¬ 
port I’d had was (NBC News 
President) Noah Oppenheim 
scrunching his nose and hold¬ 
ing journalism at arm’s length, 
afraid it might get on him,” Far¬ 
row wrote. 

His former employers call Far¬ 
row’s book, “Catch and Kill,” a 
smear. It was published Tuesday. 

NBC remains adamant that 
its hand was forced by Farrow’s 
enthusiasm for a story that — at 
the time he was working there 
— didn’t meet its standards. 

“Farrow’s effort to defame 
NBC News is clearly motivated 
not by a pursuit of truth, but an 
axe to grind,” NBC News Presi¬ 
dent Noah Oppenheim wrote in a 
detailed memo to NBC News staff 
Monday. “It is built on a series of 
distortions, confused timelines 
and outright inaccuracies.” 

Two years later, the reasons 
why NBC let Farrow and his ex¬ 
plosive reporting leave are murky. 
Farrow suggests fear of Wein¬ 
stein, fear of having Matt Lauer’s 
secrets exposed, journalistic ti¬ 
midity or simple misjudgment all 
may play a role. Farrow’s former 
producer. Rich McHugh, wrote in 
Vanity Fair that NBC abdicated 
its responsibility to relentlessly 
pursue and tell the truth. 

One thing they do agree on: It 
was Oppenheim’s idea in the first 
place, when he pointed out a tweet 
by actress Rose McGowan about 
being abused by an unnamed fig¬ 
ure in the movie business. 

Farrow, a former MSNBC host 
who segued into investigative jour¬ 
nalism atNBC, scored an interview 
with McGowan, where she told her 
story but didn’t name Weinstein 
on camera. Off-camera, she said it 


was him. (Weinstein, who faces a 
sexual assault trial in New York in 
January regarding allegations not 
relating to McGowan, has denied 
any criminal wrongdoing.) Farrow 
and McHugh pursued other sourc¬ 
es and, they soon learned, so was 
the Times. 

Yet he wrote about hurdles 
placed in his way that made him 
question NBC’s desire to do the 
story. 

Eventually, the reporting team 
said they kept working on the 
story despite a lack of enthusiasm 
from above, with McHugh quickly 
switching a side screen on his com¬ 
puter to hide what he was doing 
when a supervisor was near. 

As the story moved along, NBC 
said it asked Farrow to prepare a 
script and assigned some of its top 
producers to vet the material. 

The verdict was unanimous: 
Farrow needed more proof to sus¬ 
tain the claim that Weinstein was 
a sexual predator, Oppenheim said 
in an interview Monday. 

“He refused to accept that deci¬ 
sion,” Oppenheim said. “He was 
frustrated by the standards we 
were upholding.” 

The book details aggressive ef¬ 
forts by Weinstein to stop the story 
through the use of lawyers, public 
relations experts and a shadowy 
security firm, along with multiple 
calls to NBC executives. 

After word got out that Farrow 
had left NBC, he reports that the 
mogul bragged to others that he 
got the network to “kill” the story. 

Weinstein played no role in 
NBC’s decision to hold off on what 
Farrow had reported, Oppenheim 
said. 

A more sinister theory for 
NBC’s inaction revolved around 
Matt Lauer, the “Today” show 
host who was fired in November 
2017 for “inappropriate sexual 
contact” with a fellow employee. 
That colleague told Farrow that 
Lauer raped her in a Sochi hotel 
room in 2014; Lauer described the 
sex as consensual. 

Only one person from NBC’s hi¬ 
erarchy approached Farrow after 
The New Yorker piece ran to ex¬ 
press regrets about what had hap¬ 
pened, Farrow wrote. It was Brian 
Roberts, chairman of NBC’s par¬ 
ent company Comcast. 

The bad blood between Farrow 
and NBC News has led to a laun¬ 
dry list of he said-he said claims. 
They don’t even agree on whose 
idea it was to take the reporting 
elsewhere. 

That is, ultimately, the deci¬ 
sion that most befuddled people 
who weren’t directly involved. If 
the story wasn’t ready, why didn’t 
NBC just let Farrow and McHugh 
keep working on it? 

Oppenheim said NBC agreed 
to let Farrow leave because their 
working relationship had irre¬ 
trievably broken down. 


By Scott Sonner 

Associated Press 

RENO, Nev. — A fight is rag¬ 
ing in courts and Congress over 
where radioactive materials 
should be stored and how to safe¬ 
ly get the dangerous remnants 
of decades of bomb-making and 
power generation to a permanent 
resting place. 

Nationwide, spent fuel rods lie 
in temporary cooling ponds at 
commercial nuclear power reac¬ 
tors without a permanent stor¬ 
age destination. Plutonium also 
awaits processing for nuclear 
weapons of war. 

As federal officials insist they 
can move tons of lethal material 
without disaster, critics ask how 
much risk is acceptable and how 
far technology has come to safely 
ship nuclear waste. 

“The question is: Are the regu¬ 
lations for safety and security 
adequate?”’ said Edwin Lyman, 
head of the nuclear safety project 
at the Union of Concerned Scien¬ 
tists. “My judgment is no. They 
are antiquated. They need at least 
a fresh look.” 

Watchdogs like Lyman want the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
which regulates the commercial 
nuclear industry, to require trans¬ 
port containers to be tested to the 
point nuclear waste would be re¬ 
leased — in a fire, catastrophic 
railroad or truck crash, plunge 
into water or by tampering, sabo¬ 
tage or terrorism. 

“What isn’t clear is: ‘What 
are the conditions under which 
the package would fail?”’ said 
Lyman, who has studied hazard¬ 
ous shipments for 25 years. 

Energy Department officials 
and others say technological ad¬ 
vances over 25 years have pro¬ 


duced more robust transport 
canisters, new communication 
systems to track shipments and 
their armed escorts in real time, 
and better computer models to 
examine accident scenarios. 

Upgrades in containers and 
communication between armed 
escorts and command posts alle¬ 
viated many past concerns about 
the security and safety of ship¬ 
ments, said Frank Rusco, U.S. 
Government Accountability Of¬ 
fice environment and natural re¬ 
sources chief 

The Energy Department ac¬ 
knowledges the public has con¬ 
cerns regardless of the safety 
measures. 

Deputy Energy Secretary Dan 
Brouillette wrote in a July memo 
that he and Secretary Rick Perry 
were increasingly concerned 
about safe and secure packaging, 
the shipping of waste “and the im¬ 
pact that this matter could have 


on the safety of our workers, the 
public and the environment.” 

The memo came during fights 
in court over a secret federal 
shipment of weapons-grade plu¬ 
tonium from South Carolina to 
Nevada last year and in Congress 
over renewed Trump adminis¬ 
tration efforts to build a dump 
for the nation’s most dangerous 
radioactive waste 90 miles from 
Las Vegas. 

With the GAO estimating that 
there’s enough high-level nuclear 
waste awaiting disposal in the 
U.S. to fill a football field 65 feet 
deep. Perry pressed Congress to 
jump-start the Yucca Mountain 
project. 

“We have to find a solution,” 
Perry said earlier this year, hold¬ 
ing a map of states storing spent 
nuclear fuel. “Thirty-nine states 
as repositories is not an appropri¬ 
ate solution.” 
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Who plays kazoo at 
the zoo? Apes do 

Researchers give instrument to animals as 
part of study on human speech development 



Linda DAViosoN/The Washington Post 


In a study of speech and voice control involving captive orangutans at the Indianapoiis Zoo, some of the 
apes activated kazoos within minutes, producing sounds of varying pitches and durations. 


By Adriano Reis e Lameira 

Special to The Washington Post 

A kazoo might seem a world 
away from the spoken word. But 
our ability to produce its buzzing, 
Donald Duck-like sound at will 
was key in us ever developing the 
ability to speak at all. 

While our capacity for speech 
is unique, my colleague Robert 
Shumaker and I have used the 
novelty instrument to show that 
great apes aren’t far behind. 

Speech is one of the defining 
marks of humanhood. It is the 
interface of our social and soci¬ 
etal relationships, and the baton 
through which individuals and 
generations pass information and 
knowledge from one to the other. 
Yet, how our species — and our 
species alone — developed such a 
powerful method of communica¬ 
tion remains unclear. 

Perhaps chief among the nec¬ 
essary tools for speech is voice 
control. That is, the uniquely ad¬ 
vanced ability to engage our vocal 
folds to produce sounds at will, as 
opposed to the reflexive screams 
and cries that other animals pro¬ 
duce as automatic responses to 
changes in their environment and 
physiology. 

Scientists long thought that the 
capacity of great apes to control 
their voice was just as limited 
as that of their fellow mammals. 
But recent evidence suggests that 
these views were misguided. 

For instance, great apes can 
mimic the rhythm of speech, 
producing babbling vocalizations 
that could easily be confused 
with those of a Disney cartoon 


character. They can also match 
the pitch of a human voice. Such 
feats would be impossible if great 
apes could not deploy and use 
their voice on command in simi¬ 
lar ways to us. 

To find out more about those 
abilities, we gave captive orang¬ 
utans at the Indianapolis Zoo the 
opportunity to play a membrano- 
phone — a class of musical instru¬ 
ment that includes the kazoo. 

Kazoos and other membrano- 
phones are unique in that despite 
their resemblance to a flute or a 
whistle, merely blowing a con¬ 
stant stream of air into them 
produces no sound. To activate 
the instrument, the player must 
hum or talk into the kazoo. This 
is because it is the bursts of air 
produced by our vocal folds open¬ 
ing and closing when we vocalize 
that make the membrane of the 
instrument vibrate, and the in¬ 
strument play. 

In our study, some of the orang¬ 
utans activated the kazoo within 
minutes, producing sounds of 
varying pitches and durations 
in response to kazoo demonstra¬ 
tions by the human experiment¬ 
ers. The speed with which these 
orangutans changed the quality 
of their voices shows that they 
were producing the sounds at 
will, rather than through training 
— which, as any dog trainer will 
reassert, requires months of re¬ 
flex building and conditioning. 

These findings show that 
orangutan voice control lags not 
far behind that of humans. They 
confirm that the vocal abilities 
of great apes have been largely 


underestimated. 

That only some of the orang¬ 
utans managed to play the kazoo 
shows us that the capacity and/or 
motivation to demonstrate vocal 
control differs between individu¬ 
als. So one great ape can never be 
representative of the vocal abili¬ 
ties of a whole species. 

To understand the vocal con¬ 
trol of apes further, scientists 
should develop tests tailored to 
match each individual ape’s limi¬ 
tations and drive. That won’t be a 
surprise to parents, teachers and 
linguistic therapists, who know 
that children develop speech at 
different rates and manners de¬ 
spite sharing virtually the same 
environment. 

Although precise tests such as 
these are possible only in con¬ 
trolled settings with voluntary 
participation from captive indi¬ 
viduals, evidence suggests that 
wild orangutans also use vocal 
control in their natural environ¬ 
ment to communicate and pass 
information between individuals 


and generations. 

For example, wild orangutans 
can modify their alarm calls with 
hands and leaves to make them 
sound bigger, depending on how 
dangerous the predator they en¬ 
counter is. Wild chimpanzees 
are more likely to produce snake 
alarm calls when group members 
are unaware of the threat and 
selectively inform high-ranking 
group members that food is avail¬ 
able — both indicators of inten¬ 
tional control of vocalizations. 

More recently, I showed that 
wild orangutan mothers delay 
signaling alarm calls in response 
to predators until there is no dan¬ 
ger, informing their infants of the 
danger that just passed through 
the forest floor below. Such an 
ability indicates not only some 
degree of vocal control, but also 
another prerequisite for speech 
— the ability to communicate 
about the past. 

Understanding the extent to 
which great apes can “speak” 
offers clues as to how and when 


the various skills required for 
full-blown speech emerged in 
our evolutionary lineage. Scien¬ 
tists previously thought that great 
apes didn’t have the required 
brain circuitry. Now, it seems that 
they do. The question now is why 
our species used the past few mil¬ 
lion years to hone these neural 
capabilities, but our close cousins 
didn’t — or weren’t able to. 

Having spent much time around 
orangutans. I’m certain that they 
possess a great many more skills 
and abilities than current science 
gives them credit for. They are 
truly fascinating and intelligent 
creatures, and we must make 
every effort to conserve and pro¬ 
tect them and their habitat — not 
just to better understand our 
place in the natural world, but as 
a mark of respect for theirs. 

Lamefra Is an assistant professor in 

the Department of Psychology at the 
University of Warwick in England. This 
report was originaiiy published on 
theconversation.com. 


Smartphone users’ typing speeds surprise researchers 



Randall Benton/AP 


A new study found that 
smartphone users are catching 
up to traditional keyboard users 
in words per minute speed. 


By Marie C. Baca 

The Washington Post 

Tapping out a message with a 
finger or two on a smartphone is 
catching up to the speed of typing 
on a traditional keyboard. 

Two-thumbed mobile typists 
generated an average of about 38 
words per minute, according to 
what researchers describe as the 
largest experiment to date on mo¬ 
bile typing. That’s still a quarter 
less than the 51.56 word-per-min- 
ute average in physical keyboard 
users, but the gap isn’t as big as 
expected, researchers said, add¬ 
ing that they were “amazed” by 
the results. 

Mobile typists who use auto- 
correct are faster than those who 
use word-prediction tools, accord¬ 
ing to a study that looked at 37,000 
volunteers tested by researchers 
at Finland’s Aalto University, 
the University of Cambridge and 
ETH Zurich. 


Many children grow up with 
some kind of school training to 
learn how to type —10 fingers on 
the keyboard, index fingers on the 
F and J keys, looking at the paper 
or the screen instead of the keys. 

Earlier devices such as the 
BlackBerry promoted typing on 
miniature keyboards too. 

Now, most smartphone users 
type on their devices with one or 
two thumbs. Some also type with 
a single index finger. 

As the smartphone has claimed 
a bigger and bigger portion of our 
communications, many educa¬ 
tors and researchers have posed 
questions about the longer-term 
effects the move to typing on a 
digital keyboard may have — par¬ 
ticularly on younger generations. 

The better-than-expected re¬ 
sults surprised researchers be¬ 
cause typing on a smartphone “is 
a type of motor skill that people 
learn on their own with no formal 


training, which is very unlike typ¬ 
ing on physical keyboards,” study 
co-author Antti Oulasvirta said in 
a news release. 

In fact, 10- to 19-year-olds type 
about 10 wpm faster than people 
in their 40s do, regardless of 
whether the keyboard was on a 
smartphone or a computer. The 
best typists could do more than 
80 wpm. 

The study’s authors predict 
that the typing gap may close at 
some point as the population be¬ 
comes less skilled with physical 
keyboards and as mobile typing 
technology improves. 

Still, there are some trade¬ 
offs when it comes to typing on 
a smartphone. Those participat¬ 
ing in the study left more errors 
uncorrected, something that also 
resulted in less backspacing. 

“A possible explanation is the 
higher interaction cost of cor¬ 
recting mistakes on mobile 


devices and the limited text ed¬ 
iting methods,” according to the 
researchers. 

The researchers collected the 
typing data from thousands of in¬ 
dividuals using an online typing 
test. The test asked participants 
to transcribe a series of sentences 
and recorded their keystrokes, 
errors, speed and other metrics. 

It also asked them to self-report 
their demographic data, as well 
as information about how they 
type and the sort of keyboard 
they used to complete the test. 

Smartphones may have some 
of the ergonomic risks associated 
with their more traditional coun¬ 
terparts, professors say. 

Smartphone usage can lead to 
neck, shoulder and grip issues, 
said Bradley Chase, an associate 
professor of industrial and sys¬ 
tems engineering at the Univer¬ 
sity of San Diego. 
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EU: Brexit deal still possible if UK acts now 



Virginia Mayo/AP 


European Union chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier, right, speaks 
with Irish Foreign Minister Simon Coveney, left, during a meeting of 
EU General Affairs ministers in Luxembourg on Tuesday. 


By Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

LUXEMBOURG—A Brexit di¬ 
vorce deal is still possible ahead of 
Thursday’s European Union sum¬ 
mit but the British government 
needs to move ahead with more 
compromises to seal an agree¬ 
ment, the bloc said Tuesday. 

Even though many open ques¬ 
tions remain, diplomats made it 
clear that both sides were for the 
first time within touching dis¬ 
tance since an earlier EU-UK. 
Brexit withdrawal plan fell apart 
in the British House of Commons 
in March. 

EU Brexit negotiator Michel 
Barnier said at a meeting of EU 
ministers that the main challenge 
now is to turn the new British pro¬ 
posals on the complex Irish bor¬ 
der issue into something binding. 
EU member Ireland has a land 
border with the U.K.’s Northern 
Ireland and both want to keep 


By Aritz Parra 

Associated Press 

MADRID — New disruptions 
to Catalonia’s transportation 
network on Tuesday followed a 
night of clashes between activists 
and police over the conviction of 
separatist leaders as Spanish au¬ 
thorities announced an investiga¬ 
tion into the group organizing the 
protests. 

Authorities said three people 
were arrested and more than 170 
others injured, including about 40 
police officers, during the clashes 
well into the early hours of Tues¬ 
day between angry protesters 
and riot police at Barcelona’s in¬ 
ternational airport and elsewhere 
across the northeastern Spanish 
region. 

Thousands of passengers were 
stranded at the airport, with 
many forced to walk with their 
luggage on highways and across 
fields. 

The protesters were respond¬ 
ing to an online campaign by 
Tsunami Democratic, a loose, 
leaderless grassroots group that 
uses encrypted messaging apps 
to call for peaceful disobedience. 

Spain’s caretaker interior 
minister, Fernando Grande- 
Marlaska, said authorities were 
investigating the group. 

In a landmark ruling Monday, 
Spain’s Supreme Court acquitted 
the Catalan politicians and activ¬ 
ists of the more serious crime of 
rebellion for pushing ahead with 
a banned referendum on Oct. 
1, 2017, and declaring indepen¬ 
dence based on its results. But 
judges found nine of them guilty 
of sedition and handed down 
prison terms of nine to 13 years. 
Four of them were additionally 
convicted of misuse of public 
funds and three were fined for 
disobedience. 

The court also barred all of 
them from holding public office. 


that border invisible, for econom¬ 
ic and peace treaty reasons. But 
once Britain leaves the bloc, that 
Irish border turns into an exter¬ 
nal EU border that the bloc wants 
to keep secure. 

Barnier said it’s “high time to 
turn good intentions into a legal 
text.” He wants a clear answer 
by Wednesday morning to tell EU 
capitals what should be decided 
once the bloc’s two-day summit 
kicks off on Thursday. 

“Even if an agreement will be 
difficult — more and more diffi¬ 
cult, we think — it is still possible 
this week,” Barnier said. 

To further boost the momen¬ 
tum, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson called French 
President Emmanuel Macron to 
discuss where more movement 
could be found. 

Britain is scheduled to leave 
the EU on Oct. 31, and the EU 
summit this week was long con¬ 
sidered one of the last possible 


That has an immediate impact in 
the upcoming Nov. 10 election be¬ 
cause six of them were planning 
to run as candidates to Spain’s 
parliament. 

The verdict is likely to be a cen¬ 
tral issue in the run-up to the vote 
but “it is unlikely to substantially 
alter the electoral outlook unless 
the situation worsens significant¬ 
ly in the region,” said Antonio 
Barroso, a political risk analyst 
with the London-based Teneo 
consulting firm. 

He said Catalan separatist poli¬ 
ticians wanted to use the backlash 
against the ruling to woo pro-in¬ 
dependence voters to the polls. 

Others have feared that swell¬ 
ing support for Catalan separat¬ 
ism because of the convictions 
could make the next political term 
even more key to either break¬ 
ing the deadlock with separatists 
or making it a chronic problem. 


chances to approve a divorce 
agreement to accommodate that 
deadline. Johnson insists his 


Spain’s caretaker prime minister 
and Socialist leader, Pedro San¬ 
chez, who won the April election 
but failed to get support for a mi¬ 
nority government, is hoping to 
remain in office. 

Even from the early hours after 
the 493-page Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing was issued, very different 
views emerged from Madrid and 
Catalonia. While Sanchez called 
for beginning a “new phase” 
and urged Catalan separatists to 
abide by the law, the ruling invig¬ 
orated the wealthy region’s inde¬ 
pendence movement, with many 
of its leaders making new calls to 
work toward effective secession 
or repeating the slogan “we will 
do it again.” 

The caretaker Spanish foreign 
minister, Josep Borrell, soon due 
to become the European Union’s 
top diplomat, said the sentence 
wasn’t resolving the underlying 


country will leave at the end of 
the month with or without a di¬ 
vorce deal, but British lawmakers 


Emilio Morenatti/AP 


political problems that only dia¬ 
logue “in the framework of the 
Constitution” could. 

Spain’s constitutional law says 
that the country is indivisible. 

“Yesterday, today and tomor¬ 
row it is and remains a political 
problem that has to be solved,” 
Borrell told foreign reporters, 
adding that Catalan separatists 
shouldn’t ignore Catalans like him 
who are against independence. 

More protests took place Tues¬ 
day, with on and off blockades of 
regional roads and railway lines. 
A three-day student strike begins 
Wednesday. 

The regional emergency ser¬ 
vice, SEM, said 131 people had 
been treated overnight for inju¬ 
ries, most of them at the airport. 
Two dozen people were taken to 
hospitals, one with serious eye 
damage. 


have been adamant on avoiding a 
no-deal Brexit. 

Irish Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney, who had a long, intense 
talk with Barnier early Tuesday, 
said the EU believes “this is dif¬ 
ficult, but it is doable.” He said 
Barnier addressed EU ministers 
and “did point to progress in the 
last number of days where the 
gaps have been narrowed.” 

A senior German official 
wouldn’t rule out a Brexit agree¬ 
ment in principle by Wednes¬ 
day afternoon but stressed the 
importance of time-consuming 
specifications. 

“The basis for our decisions 
are legal texts in which the de¬ 
tails are settled,” the official, who 
briefed reporters on condition of 
anonymity in line with depart¬ 
ment rules, said in Berlin. “But 
there has been progress, and as 
always in these negotiations the 
biggest progress happens over 
the final meters.” 


Germany 
wants more 
tools to fight 
extremism 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Germany’s securi¬ 
ty services said Tuesday they’re 
seeking greater powers to fight 
the kind of far-right extremism 
behind last week’s synagogue at¬ 
tack, including requiring internet 
companies to report illegal hate 
speech to police. 

A 27-year-old German man 
previously unknown to police 
confessed to carrying out the at¬ 
tack in the eastern city of Halle 
in which two people were killed 
Wednesday. The suspected gun¬ 
man, identified by prosecutors 
only as Stephan B. due to privacy 
rules, allegedly built the firearms 
he used with the help of online in¬ 
structions, posted an anti-Semitic 
screed before the attack and later 
broadcast the shooting live on a 
popular gaming site. 

Thomas Haldenwang, who 
heads the BfV domestic intel¬ 
ligence agency, said the attack 
in Halle and shootings in Texas, 
New Zealand and Norway showed 
the need for security services to 
get better tools to tackle online 
extremism. He called for au¬ 
thorities to be given permission 
to install monitoring software on 
suspects’ devices so as to read 
their encrypted communication. 

Holger Muench, head of the 
Federal Criminal Police Office, 
said his agency has identified 
43 far-right extremists who are 
considered to constitute a seri¬ 
ous threat. He called for greater 
scrutiny of online hate postings, 
extending the time security ser¬ 
vices can store data on possible 
extremists and for those who cre¬ 
ate and distribute lists of political 
enemies to be prosecuted. 



Police charge against demonstrators during clashes outside El Prat airport in Barcelona, Spain, on 
Monday after the Supreme Court sentenced 12 prominent Catalan separatists to lengthy prison terms 
for their roles in a 2017 push for the wealthy Spanish region’s independence. 
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Leader: Hong Kong not 
becoming a police state 



Kin Cheung/AP 

A woman walks past graffiti made by protesters at China 
Construction Bank Tower in Hong Kong's business district Monday. 


By John Leicester 
Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s 
leader said Tuesday that “it’s 
totally irresponsible and un¬ 
founded” to suggest the semi- 
autonomous Chinese territory is 
becoming a police state as her 
government grapples with pro¬ 
tests now in their fifth month. 

In a spirited defense of Hong 
Kong’s 30,000-strong police force 
and her handling of the protests 
in response to criticism from vis¬ 
iting U.S. senators, Carrie Lam 
challenged the notion that the 
territory is losing its freedoms, 
unique in China, as police battle 
demonstrators in the streets. 

“I would challenge every politi¬ 
cian to ask themselves if the large 
extent of violent acts, and all 
those petrol bombs and arson and 


deadly attacks on policemen, hap¬ 
pened in their own country, what 
would they do? What would their 
policemen do?” Lam said. “So my 
simple response is: To describe 
Hong Kong as a police state is to¬ 
tally unfounded.” 

Her comments came as a Hong 
Kong court addressed one of the 
most startling cases of violence 
so far, involving an 18-year-old 
charged with intentional wound¬ 
ing for a slashing attack on a po¬ 
lice officer Sunday. 

The court adjourned what 
would have been a first hearing 
for Hui Tim-lik because the sec¬ 
ondary school student is still in a 
hospital in the wake of his arrest. 
Police said the charge carries 
a possible sentence of up to life 
imprisonment. 

The teen was initially detained 
on a preliminary charge of at¬ 


tempted murder. Although not the 
first case during the protests of 
intentional wounding, the attack 
has attracted particular attention 
because it involved a sharp blade, 
described as a box cutter by Hong 
Kong media, and was caught on 
news media video. 

Police said the riot control of¬ 
ficer required surgery for the cut 
that severed a nerve. The court 
adjourned the case until Friday 
or earlier if Hui is discharged 
from the hospital before then. 
About a dozen friends, neighbors 
and supporters of the teen, some 
in black, which has become the 
color of protest in Hong Kong, 
were in court for Tuesday’s brief 
proceedings. 

The protests started in June 
over a contested extradition bill 
that would have allowed some 
criminal suspects to be sent for 


trial in mainland China’s Com¬ 
munist Party-controlled courts. 
They have snowballed into an 
anti-government, anti-police and 
anti-China movement. 

The demonstrations have in¬ 
creasingly ended in violence be¬ 
tween hardcore demonstrators 
and police, who are now widely 
detested even by more moder¬ 
ate protesters for their riot-con¬ 
trol methods and nearly 2,600 
arrests. 


Police on Monday said a home¬ 
made, remote-controlled bomb 
intended to “kill or to harm” riot 
officers was detonated as they de¬ 
ployed against a renewed surge 
of violence and widespread van¬ 
dalism of subway stations, China- 
linked businesses and other 
targets Sunday. 

Police said the device exploded 
not far from a police vehicle, but 
there were no injuries or substan¬ 
tial damage. 



Wildfires burn out of control in Lebanon 

Above: Strong fires 
spread in different 
parts of Lebanon 
on Tuesday, forcing 
some residents to 
flee their homes in 
the middle of the 
night as the flames 
reached residential 
areas in villages 
south of Beirut. 

Right: Lebanese 
firemen rest outside 
a building that was 
burned in a wildfire 
overnight in the town 
of Damour, just over 
9 miles south of 
Beirut. 

Photos by Hassan 
Atmar/AP 



British man who abused 
children killed in prison 


Associated Press 

LONDON — A British man 
serving 22 life sentences for abus¬ 
ing scores of Malaysian children 
has been killed in prison. 

Richard Huckle was found 
dead Sunday at Full Sutton 
prison in the northern county of 
Yorkshire. 

Police on Tuesday declined to 
comment on the status of their 
investigation into his death. The 
Prison Service confirmed Huckle 
had died. 

He reportedly was stabbed to 
death using a makeshift knife. 

Huckle, a freelance photogra¬ 
pher, was convicted in 2016 for 
abusing children aged from 6 
months to 12 years. He sold im¬ 
ages of the abuse on the dark web. 
He groomed children while pos¬ 
ing as a Christian English teacher 
and philanthropist. 

In online posts, Huckle bragged 
that it was easier to target impov¬ 


erished children in Malaysia than 
youngsters from wealthy Western 
backgrounds. 

Huckle was ordered to serve 
a minimum of 25 years for 71 
offenses against children from 
2006 to 2014. 

The National Crime Agency ar¬ 
rested Huckle in 2014 following 
a tip from Australian authorities 
and found 20,000 indecent im¬ 
ages on his encrypted computer, 
1,117 of which showed him raping 
and abusing children in his care. 

Huckle also created a 60-page 
“how to” guide for other pedo¬ 
philes seeking to evade getting 
caught and kept a scorecard tal¬ 
lying the number of children 
abused. 

“If you wanted to profile the 
worst kind of child sex offender, 
the worst kind of predator, then 
Richard Huckle was it,” said Jim 
Gamble, former chief executive 
of the Child Exploitation and On¬ 
line Protection Centre. 


Newborn girl found buried 
alive in northern India 


Associated Press 

LUCKNOW, India — Police 
said a newborn baby girl was 
found buried alive in an earthen 
pot in northern India and was 
hospitalized in critical condition. 

Police officer Abhinandan 
Singh said the girl was found 
Thursday by a trader who went 
to a cremation ground to bury his 
stillborn daughter. 

The trader, Hitesh Kumar, was 
alerted by the cries of the girl as 


the workers digging a grave for 
his daughter smashed the earthen 
pot. The baby girl was hospital¬ 
ized in Bareilly, a town in Uttar 
Pradesh state. 

Singh said the police were try¬ 
ing to find her parents. 

Indian families, especially in 
poor communities, generally pre¬ 
fer boys, as they consider girls to 
be a financial burden for educat¬ 
ing and marrying off, which re¬ 
quires money as a dowry. 
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Who says 


no red meat? 


A challenge to the advice to limit 
meat is the latest sign nutrition 
research is facing growing scrutiny 



Joshua L. Jones, Athens (Ga.) Banner-Herald/AP 


Competitors cut sirloin at the Texas Roadhouse qualifying meat-cutting competition at the University of Georgia Food Science Building in 
Athens, Ga., earlier this month. Research questioning the benefits of cutting back on red or processed meat has rattled the nutrition world. 


By Candice Choi 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — So is red meat 
good or bad for you? If the answer 
were only that simple. 

A team of international re¬ 
searchers recently rattled the nu¬ 
trition world by saying there isn’t 
enough evidence to tell people 
to cut back on red or processed 
meat, seemingly contradicting 
advice from prominent health 
experts and groups including the 
American Cancer Society and 
American Heart Association. 

But the researchers didn’t say 
people should eat more meat, or 
that it’s healthy. No new stud¬ 
ies were conducted, and they 
reported no new understanding 
of meat’s effects on the body. 
Instead, the papers offer a new 
approach to giving advice about 
food and health — and a rebuke 
to how it’s often done. 

The dispute lays bare prob¬ 
lems with nutrition research long 
acknowledged in the scientific 
world: Nutrition studies are al¬ 
most never conclusive, and what¬ 
ever supposed risk and benefits 
there are to any food are often 
oversimplified. 

“People like bumper sticker 
guidance,” said Walter Willett, a 
professor of nutrition at Harvard 
who has led studies tying meat to 
bad health. 

Now health experts are wres¬ 
tling with how solid scientific find¬ 
ings should be before guidance 
is issued, how to address biases 
that might skew conclusions and 
whether the pleasure we get from 
eating should be considered. 

The scrutiny is likely to spill 
over to other dietary advice as 
obesity becomes an ever more 
critical public health concern, 
and people become increasingly 
frustrated with flip-flopping 
messages. 

■ Meat two ways. The papers 
analyzed past studies on red and 
processed meat and generally 
corroborated the links to can¬ 
cers, heart disease and other bad 
health outcomes. But they said the 
chance of any benefit from eating 
less of them appeared small or 
negligible. 

For every 1,000 people, for in¬ 
stance, cutting back on red meat 
by three servings a week was 
linked to seven fewer deaths from 
cancer. For some other health 
measures, like strokes, the differ¬ 
ence was smaller or nonexistent. 

What’s more, the research¬ 
ers said there’s little certainty 
meat was the reason for the 
differences. 

Uncertainty is common in nu¬ 
trition research. Many studies 
about food and health are based 
on links researchers make be¬ 
tween people’s health and what 
they say they eat. But that doesn’t 
prove one causes the other. If a 
thin person loves cereal and eats 
it nearly every day, for instance, 
that doesn’t mean cereal is the 
reason they’re thin. 

Health experts who defend ad¬ 
vice to cut back on meat say the 
researchers were applying an 


unreasonable standard — evalu¬ 
ating the strength of the meat 
studies with a method intended 
for medical studies, where a spe¬ 
cific dose of drug can be tested 
under controlled conditions. 

With nutrition, they say it’s im¬ 
possible to conduct studies where 
people’s diets and lifestyles are 
controlled and monitored over 
long periods. They say the statis¬ 
tical signals they see in nutrition 
studies are meaningful, and that 
people should be given guidance 
on the best available data. 

■ The person vs. the popula¬ 
tion. If it’s true that there would 
be seven fewer cancer deaths for 
every 1,000 people who cut back 
on red meat, then it is also true 
that 993 of those people would not 
see that benefit even if they ate 
fewer burgers. 

For many public health experts, 
the potential for those seven fewer 
deaths is worth making a broad 
recommendation to limit meat. 
Across an entire population, the 
numbers could add up to many 
lives saved. 

But the question is where to 
draw the line, and at what point 
the potential benefit is too small 
and uncertain to ask people to 
change their behavior. 

The authors also argue the in¬ 
dividual being asked to change 
their behavior should be consid¬ 
ered. For those who regularly eat 
and enjoy meat, cutting back on it 
may seem drastic if all they are 
getting in return is small reduc¬ 


tion in risk, if any at all. 

“Recommendations should 
consider the values and prefer¬ 
ences of people who actually bear 
the consequences,” said Bradley 
Johnston, lead author of the pa¬ 
pers, who specializes in research 
methodologies. 

■ Tilting the evidence. Given 
the uncertainties of nutrition sci¬ 
ence, another long-running con¬ 
cern is the potential for findings 
to be skewed by personal beliefs 
or financial incentives. 

The latest papers were no ex¬ 
ception, with critics and support¬ 
ers each pointing to factors that 
could have influenced the others’ 
position. 

Critics noted Johnston, the lead 
author, undermined another di¬ 
etary recommendation in the past. 
He previously led a study funded 
by the food industry that chal¬ 
lenged guidelines to limit added 
sugars, which serves the interests 
of many food companies. 

That paper initially said the 
authors independently wrote the 
plan for the study. After emails 
obtained by The Associated Press 
showed the industry group sent 
“requested revisions,” the paper 
was corrected to say the group 
reviewed and approved the plan. 

Johnston and supporters of the 
papers countered, saying critics 
have long advised people to limit 
meat and could feel the need to 
defend their position. 

The back-and-forth under¬ 
scores the difficulty of ruling 


out the biases any researcher is 
likely to have, given the amount 
of industry money in nutrition 
research and the strong beliefs 
people often have about food. 

Meat is an especially polarizing 
topic, given the animal welfare 
and environmental consequences 
that come with it. 

That could further confuse peo¬ 
ple about who or what to believe, 
or they just focus on research 
that backs up what they want to 
believe. 

■ Lost in translation. Wher¬ 
ever researchers stand on meat, 
there’s agreement that the nuanc¬ 
es of nutrition science often get 
lost in translation. Foods are often 
labeled as good or bad, even when 
researchers try to be nuanced. 

Take red meat. The advice to 
“limit” it often doesn’t specify 
by how much, which could lead 
people to think cutting back is 
good regardless of the context. 
But in poorer countries, red 
meat might help improve diets. 
In richer countries, Willett said 
the benefits of cutting back would 
vary depending on what replaces 
it, and that pizza might not be an 
improvement. 

Still, Willett and others who 
criticized this month’s papers say 
the many Americans who eat red 
meat once a day or more could 
benefit from eating less. 

There’s no consistent recom¬ 
mendation for an acceptable 
amount. The American Cancer 
Society’s experts say “a few” 


servings a week or less. A study 
by Willett, which also addressed 
the environmental impact of food, 
advised a limit of one serving a 
week. 

Public health experts want to 
give people advice that’s easy to 
communicate. But most acknowl¬ 
edge that doing a better job of con¬ 
veying nuances and uncertainties 
could help prevent mistrust and 
confusion. 

■ So what should we eat? Al¬ 
ready, the US. dietary guidelines 
have backpedaled on advice to 
limit total fat, which has been 
blamed for encouraging people to 
eat too much pasta and cookies. 

In the years since, the guide¬ 
lines have focused on the satu¬ 
rated fat found in foods like meat, 
butter and some packaged foods, 
saying it should be limited to 10% 
of calories. 

As advice around specific foods 
changes, health experts have in¬ 
creasingly focused on the impor¬ 
tance of overall diets. Some note 
focusing on single foods, which 
often have a complex mix of nu¬ 
trients, can also distract from a 
simpler message: Don’t eat too 
much, since eating more calories 
than you burn makes you gain 
weight. 

“If everyone would just pay at¬ 
tention to that one, we would solve 
a lot of problems,” said Marion 
Nestle, a professor of nutrition 
and food policy at New York 
University. 
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Dave Scherbenco, The (Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) Citizens’ Voice/AP 


Not your average toy 

Phil and Sebastian Bonczewski pause next to a vintage airplane during Airport Day at Wyoming Valley Airport in Wyoming, Pa., on Saturday. 

THE CENSUS 

The weight, in pounds, of marijuana plants that 
poiice said were in a stoien van that a Deiaware man is 

accused of driving. Citing a Dover, Del., police statement, 
news outlets reported Jaquell McDonald, 24, was arrested 
on charges including possessing marijuana with the intent 
to deliver it and evidence tampering. Officers pulled him over and uncovered the 
plants, which appeared to have been recently pulled from the ground. 



Official apologizes after 
student is denied meal 

QD HURON — A South 
Dakota superinten¬ 
dent apologized after learning 
a student at a middle school was 
denied breakfast as a form of 
discipline. 

Huron Superintendent Terry 
Nebelsick said a complaint was 
made to the South Dakota De¬ 
partment of Education after the 
incident was shared on social 
media. 

Nebelsick, posting on Face- 
book, said a staff member at 
Huron Middle School violated 
district policy last week by deny¬ 
ing the child breakfast because 
the student was misbehaving. 

Pickup moving at high 
speed crashes into roof 

«af I BELOIT — Police said 
WW I a Wisconsin man was 
arrested after crashing a pickup 
truck into the roof of a Beloit 
home. 

Beloit police said the 37-year- 
old Beloit man was driving at a 
high rate of speed Saturday af¬ 
ternoon when his vehicle left the 
roadway, entered a water-retain¬ 
ing ditch and went airborne. 

The homeowner said he was 
watching a football game when 
the truck came crashing through 
the roof about 12 feet from him. 

No injuries were reported. The 
driver was arrested on suspicion 
of operating a vehicle while under 
the influence, possession of mari¬ 
juana, possession of drug para¬ 
phernalia and reckless driving. 

Windsurfer stranded 
in water overnight 

1^ P DEWEY BEACH — A 
b windsurfer spent a 
night stranded and floating in 
waters off Delaware after his sail 
broke and no one could hear his 
calls for help. 

The Daily Times of Salisbury, 
Md., reported Sunday the man 
was found uninjured around 7:45 
a.m. Friday after floating for 
hours from Dewey Beach to Bay 
City, where he reached the shore. 
The US. Coast Guard, Delaware 
State Police and other agencies 
had searched for him. 

The Delaware Department of 
Natural Resources and Environ¬ 
mental Control said the man told 
police he could not reattach the 
sail to his board after it discon¬ 
nected. The unnamed man was 
wearing a life jacket and carried 
a whistle, but nobody heard his 
calls for help. 

Fire chief: ‘Elusive’ 
alligator caught 

H/l O ADAMSTOWN — A 
I w I fire chief in rural 
Maryland said an “elusive” 3- 
foot-long alligator has finally 
been caught. 

WJLA-TV reported the alli¬ 
gator was caught Saturday in a 
retention pond on a private prop¬ 
erty in Adamstown after animal 
control officers and others spent 
hours Thursday and Friday try¬ 
ing to capture it. The station re¬ 
ported officers ended up placing 
a live animal cage trap with bait 


on the muddy shoreline after ini¬ 
tial efforts using a fishing line 
failed. 

Maryland residents are not 
allowed to own exotic animals, 
including alligators. The station 
reported Frederick County Ani¬ 
mal Control said the alligator was 
likely abandoned by its owner due 
to its size. 

River otters attack, 
injure pet dog in park 

AiC anchorage — An 

Alaska man said he 
rescued his family’s dog from an 
attack by river otters in a small 
lake inside an Anchorage park. 

Alaska Public Media reported 
Kenny Brewer, 27, waded waist- 
deep into Taku Lake and suffered 
a bite on his hand while pulling 
the dog away from the river otters 
that converged on the pet. 

The Anchorage dietitian said 
he and his wife were walking the 
husky mix, which was bitten by a 
group of otters that dragged the 
dog underwater temporarily. 

Brewer said a veterinar¬ 
ian cleaned the dog’s cuts, sliced 
away damaged tissue and stitched 
a drain tube into its leg. 

Police: Suspect drove 
130 mph, wrecked 

^ A ALPHARETTA — Po- 
\iS^% lice in Georgia said 
a DUI suspect who was clocked 


going 130 mph down a highway 
went airborne in his car, struck 
a median and flipped over a 
guardrail before walking away 
unharmed. 

Alpharetta police said in a 
Facebook post they encountered 
the unidentified driver early Sat¬ 
urday morning. An officer began 
a pursuit after he found the man 
was traveling nearly 65 mph over 
the speed limit, but the suspect 
sped up. 

Police said he lost control of 
the vehicle while exiting and re¬ 
bounded off a concrete median, 
then climbed out of his Volvo 
without serious injuries. 

Grenade found in yard 
is safely disposed of 

1C OKLAHOMA CITY 

W\ — Police in Oklahoma 
City are investigating how a gre¬ 
nade wound up in a residential 
yard. 

Authorities said a homeowner 
on the city’s southeast side was 


doing yard work when he noticed 
what appeared to be a grenade in 
the yard of his neighbor Saturday. 
The Oklahoma City Police De¬ 
partment Bomb Squad responded 
to the homeowner’s call but could 
not immediately determine if the 
grenade was potentially explosive 
or inert. 

Officials said bomb squad per¬ 
sonnel decided to take custody of 
the grenade and dispose of it on 
the police firing range. 

Retiring pilot gives 
wings to toddler 

PI MIAMI — An Ameri- 
r L can Airlines pilot retir¬ 
ing after 35 years gave his wings 
to a Florida toddler with Down 
syndrome after his final flight. 

Sarah and Ki Klitenick had 
been sitting next to the pilot’s 
wife on a flight from Madrid to 
Miami earlier this month. The 
woman texted her husband in the 
cockpit, asking Capt. Joe Weis to 
come and meet 2-year-old Ki. 


Weis took the child on a tour of 
the cockpit and then pinned his 
wings on Ki’s shirt. The token 
was not the commemorative ones 
for kids; they were the captain’s 
personal wings from the airline. 

The Orlando Sentinel reported 
Friday that the delighted toddler 
clapped and said “thank you” in 
sign language. Sarah Klitenick 
said her son can’t stop talking 
about his new friend. 

Ski resort wins race to 
become first to open 

FRISCO — A Colorado 
ski resort has opened 
its doors to become the first in 
the state to kick off ski season 
ahead of a scheduled opening by 
a nearby resort. 

The Summit Daily reported 
Arapahoe Basin Ski Area beat 
Keystone Resort to become the 
first opened ski resort after an¬ 
nouncing Friday that it would 
start operating lifts at 3:30 p.m. 

A-Basin said it would run until 
5:30 p.m. to provide access to the 
intermediate trail for $15. 

Keystone Resort announced 
Friday its Saturday opening 
plans, marking the earliest open¬ 
ing day for the resort in more 
than 20 years. 

Keystone said investments in 
its snowmaking infrastructure 
allow it to operate more efficient¬ 
ly and open earlier. 

From wire reports 
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Netflix 

Paul Rudd stars as a man who finds that a new and improved clone has taken over his life in “Living 
with Myself.” The eight-part dramedy airs on Netflix starting Friday. 


Double the Rudd 

Actor plays the same character twice on Netflix comedy 


By Frank Lovece 
Newsday 

P aul Rudd is beside himself — literally. On 
his Netflix series “Living with Yourself,” 
premiering Friday, with all eight epi¬ 
sodes, marketing executive Miles Elliott 
faces existential questions of memory and identity 
when he finds himself sharing his life with his new 
and improved clone. “New Miles” is optimistic, 
thoughtful and excited about everything — espe¬ 
cially Miles’ architect wife (Aisling Bea). 

There are comedic moments, but it’s more a 
half-hour dramatic fable in which Rudd, 50 — best 
known for such comedies as “Clueless,” “Knocked 
Up” and “This Is 40,” and the lighthearted Marvel 
Studios superhero Ant-Man — portrays a beaten 
soul barely clinging to his marriage and career. 

Rudd spoke by phone with Newsday contributor 
Frank Lovece. 

Newsday: “Living with Yourself” felt to me 
like one of those classic fantasy sitcoms such 
as “Bewitched” or “I Dream of Jeannie,” except 
as a drama. 

Rudd: Well, I think that it’s a bit more existential 
than that. I think there’s something more “Black 
Mirror” about it to me than almost anything. And 
the subject matter was deep enough and universal 
enough that I found its themes interesting ones to 
tackle. Not to disparage “Bewitched” or “I Dream 
of Jeannie.” (chuckles) Those absolutely are clas¬ 
sics in their own right! 


One theory of identity says we're simply the 
sum of our accumulated memories. New Miles 
has the same memories as Miles, but his per¬ 
sonality is much more positive. Did you and the 
producers talk about this, to get a handle on 
your characters? 

We had conversations that veered into that ter¬ 
ritory, the very basic one being if we had the same 
memories, why is our outlook not the same? And we 
say [in the show] it’s all fresh, new DNA and that 
explains why he might be more fresh-faced and op¬ 
timistic. But then we started veering into this idea 
that New Miles has all the same memories but he 
doesn’t have the actual experiences. And so if you 
don’t have the actual experiences, do you retain 
the same kind of scar tissue? I don’t think you do. 
That was ultimately where we landed, about what 
makes Old Miles a bit more weathered and beaten 
in the way he approaches everything. 

I know a good actor can play almost any type 
of emotion, but you’ve been highly successful 
from the start. What did you draw on to create 
the downtrodden Miles? 

I’ve lived a life! (laughs). It doesn’t matter how 
successful you might be in your career, you can’t 
live a life without taking shots. And I haven’t ad¬ 
vertised my shots, but I’ve experienced loss and 
I’ve experienced pain and I’ve experienced any¬ 
thing that anybody else experiences.... I think we 
all know that regardless of where we’re at in our 
jobs or where we’re at in our lives, there’s always 
more to the story. 


Trump calls for Spicer votes 
on ‘Dancing with the Stars’ 


From wire services 

President Donald Trump is try¬ 
ing to influence votes on ABC’s 
“Dancing with the Stars.” 

Trump on Monday tweeted 
that viewers should vote for for¬ 
mer White House press secretary 
Sean Spicer. The president called 
Spicer a “good guy” and wrote 
“he has always been there for 
us!” 

Spicer tweeted his thanks with 
instructions on how viewers can 
cast votes. 

Spicer has been paired with 
professional dancer Lindsay Ar¬ 
nold as they compete for the mir¬ 
ror ball trophy. 

He says he’s doing it “to have 
fun and make it a really good 
experience.” 

Trump supporters have em¬ 
braced Spicer, but opponents 
have criticized the program for 
inviting him. 

Spicer told USA Today there’s 
no question a “huge” amount 
of his votes come from Trump 
supporters. 

“Dancing with the Stars” airs 
stateside on Monday nights. 

‘Abominable’ banned 
in Vietnam over map 

Not even an animated movie 
about a cuddly yeti could avoid 
becoming a flashpoint in an inter¬ 
national dispute involving China. 

Vietnam has reportedly pulled 
the DreamWorks Animation car¬ 
toon “Abominable” from theaters 
because of the movie’s depiction 
of a map of China that includes 
the nation’s “nine-dash line,” 
which lays claim to a vast ex¬ 
panse of the South China Sea. 

China has used its assertion of 
territorial rights in the region to 
move into areas claimed by other 
countries, including Vietnam. 

Reuters, quoting state media, 
reported late Sunday that the 
film was removed from theaters 
in Vietnam after images of the of¬ 
fending map were widely shared 
on social media. 

The filmmakers went out of 
their way to make the film appeal 
to Chinese audiences, seeking to 
make its portrayal of a modern 
Chinese family as authentic as 
possible. But the $75-million pic¬ 
ture has struggled to break out in 
China so far, collecting an esti- 



ABC 


Former White House press 
secretary Sean Spicer and 
Lindsay Arnold are stayin’ alive 
on “Dancing with the Stars.” 

mated $14 million in the country 
since its Oct. 1 release there. 

Audio version of Dylan’s 
‘Tarantula’ coming 

Bob Dylan’s “Tarantula,” a 
stream-of-consciousness work 
first released in 1971, is finally 
coming out in audio. 

Simon & Schuster announced 
Tuesday that Will Patton is the 
narrator, reciting such lines as 
“raggedy ann daughter of bra- 
zos and teeth in the necklace.” 
Dylan first wrote “Tarantula” in 
the mid-1960s at the height of his 
career. But his 1966 motorcycle 
accident delayed publication and 
made the book a kind of under¬ 
ground legend, with unauthor¬ 
ized versions turning up. By 1971, 
Dylan’s influence had waned and 
reviewers were unimpressed. 

The audio of “Tarantula” comes 
out December 3. 

Other news 

■ A1 Roker is coming back for 
another helping of pie in “Wait¬ 
ress.” The venerable weather an¬ 
chor on NBC’s “Today” show will 
return to the Broadway hit as Joe, 
the curmudgeonly diner owner, 
from Nov. 1-24. Roker even gets to 
sing — the tender ballad “Take It 
From an Old Man.” 

■ Richard Jackson, a publish¬ 
er of acclaimed children’s books 
by Judy Blume, Paula Fox and 
others, died Oct. 2, according to 
Simon & Schuster’s Children’s 
Publishing. He was 84. 


Booker judges refuse to choose: Atwood, Evaristo share fiction prize 


Associated Press 

Canadian writer Margaret Atwood and 
British author Bemardine Evaristo split 
the Booker Prize on Monday, after the 
judging panel refused to name one winner 
for the prestigious fiction trophy. 

Chairman Peter Florence said the five 
judges simply couldn’t choose between 
Atwood’s dystopian thriller “The Testa¬ 
ments” and Evariste’s kaleidoscope of 
black women’s stories, “Girl, Woman, 
Other.” 

Florence said the judges refused to back 
down when told the rules prohibit more 
than one winner. 

“Our consensus was that it was our de¬ 


cision to flout the rules,” he said. “I think 
laws are inviolable and rules are adaptable 
to the circumstance.” 

Prize organizers didn’t see it that way. 
Gaby Wood, literary director of the Booker 
Prize Foundation, said prize trustees re¬ 
peatedly told the judges they couldn’t have 
two winners, but they “essentially staged a 
sit-in in the judging room” as deliberations 
dragged on for five hours. 

Atwood and Evaristo will split the 50,000- 
pound ($63,000) Booker Prize purse. 

Florence said both books “address the 
world today and give us insights into it and 
create characters that resonate with us. 
They also happen to be wonderfully com¬ 
pelling page-turning thrillers.” 


Both winners said they were happy to 
share the prize. 

“It would have been quite embarrassing 
for a person of my age and stage to have 
won the whole thing and thereby have kept 
a younger one, at different stage of their 
career, from going through that door,” said 
Atwood, who at 79 is the oldest-ever Book¬ 
er winner. 

Evaristo, 60, said winning the Booker 
was something that “felt so unattainable 
for decades.” 

“So I’m just absolutely delighted to have 
the prize and to share the prize,” she said. 

Atwood, who won the Booker in 2000 for 
“The Blind Assassin,” had been the book¬ 
makers’ favorite to win the coveted trophy 


for a second time with her follow-up to “The 
Handmaid’s Tale.” Like that book — now a 
hit TV series — “The Testaments” is set in 
Gilead, a theocratic republic taken root in 
the United States, where young women are 
forced to bear children for powerful men. 

Evaristo, who is of Anglo-Nigerian 
heritage, is the first black woman to take 
the trophy. She has published seven pre¬ 
vious books but is less known than her 
co-winner. 

Florence said that “there is something 
utterly magical” about the 12 characters 
from many walks of life who narrate “Girl, 
Woman, Other.” 

“They give a wonderful spectrum of 
black British women today,” he said. 
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By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
t a gathering last Saturday night 
of military and intelligence veter¬ 
ans, one topic shrouded the room: 
President Donald Trump’s deci¬ 
sion to abandon Kurdish fighters in Syria 
who had fought and died to help America 
destroy Islamic State. 

“It’s a dagger to the heart to walk away 
from people who shed blood for us,” one 
former top CIA official who attended the 
black-tie dinner told me later. A retired 
four-star general who was there said the 
same thing: Trump’s retreat was an “un¬ 
sound, morally indefensible act” and a 
“disgrace” to America and the soldiers 
who serve this country. 

This sense of anguish was pervasive 
among those attending the event, several 
attendees said. It was an annual dinner 
honoring the Office of Strategic Services, 
the secret World War II commando group 
that was a forerunner of today’s CIA and 
special operations forces. The event cel¬ 
ebrated the military alliances that have al¬ 
ways been at the center of American power. 
It was a bitter anniversary this year. 

It’s probably impossible for Americans 
to fully grasp the sense of betrayal felt by 
the Syrian Kurds, who suffered 11,000 
dead and 24,000 wounded in a war that we 
asked them to fight. But perhaps we can 
understand the shame and outrage of the 
special operations forces who fought along¬ 
side them and now see the Kurds cast aside 
to face their Turkish enemies alone. 


P resident Donald Trump is lashing 
out against the media and his oppo¬ 
sition as he faces impeachment for 
turning U.S. foreign policy into an 
extension of his reelection campaign. The 
British Parliament is poised to vote down 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s legislative 
program next week, raising the prospect 
of a “zombie government” crippled by a 
deepening split over Brexit. And a Polish 
election has delivered a resounding win for 
the authoritarian Law and Justice party 
— effectively rewarding it for a systematic 
assault on press freedom and other demo¬ 
cratic institutions. 

This is not a happy time for advocates of 
liberal democracy. 

And yet there was one dazzling bolt of 
good news that emerged from the dark¬ 
ness this past weekend: Tunisia just held 
the second round of its presidential vote 
— and the people won. 

A conservative law professor, Kais 
Saied, emerged as the victor with 70% of 
the vote. He trounced his opponent, Nabil 
Karoui, a media tycoon who was released 
from prison just last week. Karoui is a fiery 
populist who takes his cue from tough- 
talking strongmen such as the Philippines’ 
Rodrigo Duterte, Turkey’s Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and Trump. Yet he lost — and 
conceded to his opponent. 

Tunisians could have easily opted for 
the Karoui quick fix. Voters have a lot to be 
unhappy about. The economy is in dismal 
shape. Joblessness is rampant. Corruption 
remains widespread. 

And yet they chose Saied, a no-drama 
candidate if there ever was one. Make no 
mistake, Tunisians wanted change — the 
political novice Saied represents a dramat¬ 
ic departure from business as usual. His 


“It will go down in infamy,” said one 
Army officer who served in the Syria cam¬ 
paign. “This will go down as a stain on the 
American reputation for decades.” Those 
may sound like extreme sentiments, but 
they’re widely shared by those who served 
in the Syria mission. For these soldiers, 
abandoning an ally on the battlefield is 
about the worst thing that can happen. 

To explain what the war looked like to 
the Americans who served in Syria, I’ve 
gone back through my notes from four 
trips there with the U.S. military. I never 
encountered a soldier who doubted that the 
war made sense. 

On my first trip in May 2016,1 spent sev¬ 
eral hours talking with a tall, thick-beard¬ 
ed American officer, both arms decorated 
with sleeves of tattoos; he looked like a 
video-game action hero. He scoffed at 
Turkish claims that the Syrian Democrat¬ 
ic Forces, led by a Kurdish militia called 
the YPG, was a terrorist cult. “They stand 
their ground,” he said. That seemed the 
highest compliment he could give. 

The war moved quickly, as the SDF 
went house to house, clearing jihadis, and 
America rained bombs from the sky. In 
July 2017, rumbling down a dirt road near 
Tabqa that, in theory, had recently been de¬ 
mined, a sergeant m^or from Oklahoma is 
playing country music super-loud on the 
radio. He talks about home, but it’s obvi¬ 
ous, listening to him, that there’s nowhere 
he and most of his colleagues would rather 
be than right here. 

We sit for a meal on the floor with the 
Kurdish commanders who have just seized 
Tabqa in a costly assault. They tell us it’s 


unlikely rise has a lot in common with that 
of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens¬ 
kiy, another outsider who won by promis¬ 
ing voters a fresh start. 

In case you’ve forgotten — and you can 
be forgiven for that, given how rarely glob¬ 
al media mention the story — here’s a brief 
refresher. Tunisia was the country that 
began a historic wave of revolt across the 
Arab world in 2011, after a young fruit sell¬ 
er named Mohammed Bouazizi killed him¬ 
self by self-immolation to protest abuse by 
local officials. The resulting uprising top¬ 
pled Tunisian dictator Zine el-Abidine Ben 
Ali and triggered a series of other revolu¬ 
tions around North Africa and the Middle 
East. Those other countries have since suc¬ 
cumbed to civil war (Libya, Syria, Yemen) 
or authoritarian resurgence (Egypt). 

But Tunisia has pushed ahead, holding 
vote after vote. Along the way, the party 
that started off as the local branch of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, the Ennahda Party, 
decided to distance itself from an Islamist 
agenda. Terrorist movements staged at¬ 
tacks that aimed to undermine represen¬ 
tative government. Secular conservatives 
tried to push back on civil liberties. 

And yet Tunisians kept returning to the 
ballot box — or taking to the streets to ex¬ 
press their dissent. And so they’ve man¬ 
aged to keep their remarkable democratic 
experiment grinding along. They passed 
laws protecting minority rights; civil soci¬ 
ety groups have continued to press vocally 
for reforms. (And the fact that Tunisian de¬ 
mocracy continues to exist at all remains 
the most eloquent possible rebuke to the 
Islamist militants.) 

Yes, I know the objections. Tunisians 
aren’t happy. Prosperity and good gov¬ 
ernment remain a mirage. The country’s 
young democratic institutions are frag¬ 
ile. And let’s face it — it’s a small country 
(population 12 million), more of an outlier 


their duty, and they keep pushing more 
food at us. In the concrete tower where 
ISIS had hurled homosexual prisoners to 
their death, all that’s left are trash heaps 
and jihadist slogans painted on the walls. 

By February 2018, the ISIS capital of 
Raqqa is just a pile of rubble. As we drive 
through the caverns of shattered concrete, 
children start waving to the soldiers, the 
way civilians do after any war, probably 
because they’re so glad it’s over. I meet an 
American doctor who’s the only trauma 
surgeon in the area, who spends all day, 
every day, treating severely wounded Syri¬ 
ans. She says it’s an “honor” to be in Syria. 

And now, as we near the end of the story, 
it’s July 2019, and I’m in Kobani meeting 
with Gen. Mazloum Abdi, the Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish commander. Trump has announced 
in December that he wants to withdraw 
all American troops. Mazloum is too po¬ 
lite and loyal to criticize the American 
president. “We respect any decision made 
by the US., whether they want to stay or 
leave,” he says in a calm, flat, battle-hard¬ 
ened voice. 

American officers tell me later that Ma¬ 
zloum has been criticized for being too 
trusting in America, but Mazloum keeps 
insisting that he has confidence in his al¬ 
lies. I ask one of the U.S. officers what it 
was like to tell Mazloum in December that 
the U.S. would be leaving. The answer isn’t 
printable. 

What do these American soldiers feel as 
they watch Trump retreat from the Syr¬ 
ian battlefield and leave their former com¬ 
rades to die? They feel sick. 


than a representative of its own region. 

Yet there are some fundamental features 
of Tunisians’ continuing fight for an open 
society that aren’t so easily dismissed. Ask 
Americans and Europeans about the pros¬ 
pects for democracy around the world, and 
you’ll often hear a lot of sloppy thinking. 
You might be told that Muslims and Arabs 
(frequently regarded as one and the same) 
are inherently authoritarian. You might 
be informed that Africans are too “under¬ 
developed” (read: “primitive”) to handle 
democratic institutions. 

They clearly haven’t been paying atten¬ 
tion. Earlier this year, activists in Sudan 
(population 43 million) succeeded in top¬ 
pling one of the continent’s most vicious 
dictators. The latest Nobel Peace Prize ef¬ 
fectively singled out Ethiopia (population 
108 million) for its tremendous progress 
in opening up a once-closed society. In 
Algeria (population 43 million), Tunisia’s 
next-door neighbor, armies of protesters 
continue to demand reform from their own 
ossified autocracy. The vibrancy of politi¬ 
cal discourse on social media among Egyp¬ 
tians, Yemenis and Saudis demonstrates 
that people around the world still long to 
express their views, to shape how they’re 
governed, to participate in their own fates. 

Indeed, when I look at Tunisia—or Hong 
Kong, or Taiwan, or Indonesia — I can’t 
help wondering if maybe, just maybe, the 
future of democracy really lies outside of 
the West. These days it can sometimes be 
hard to escape the impression that Europe¬ 
ans and Americans are too complacent, too 
self-absorbed to stand up and fight for their 
freedoms. Freedom is hard work, after all 
— especially if you take it for granted. 

People in Tunisia and Hong Kong clear¬ 
ly don’t. I wish them the strength to go on 
fighting the good fight. 

Christian Caryl is an editor with The Washington 
Post’s Global Opinions section. 



The democratic success story no one talks about 

By Christian Caryl 

The Washington Post 
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Wages, pensions still issues in GM strike 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — With the strike 
by factory workers against Gen¬ 
eral Motors in its 29th day, there 
are signs that negotiators may be 
moving toward an agreement. 

After both sides exchanged 
barbs late last week, bargainers 
met late into the night during the 
weekend, and they’ve returned in 
the morning, talking with few in¬ 
terruptions. All of those are signs 
that they’re progressing on key 
issues. 

“The fact that they’re not 
name-calling anymore, at least 
for now; they’ve stayed a little 
later at least,” said Art Schwartz, 
a former GM negotiator who now 
runs a labor consulting business 
in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Late Monday, the union sum¬ 


moned its General Motors Coun¬ 
cil, a group of factory-level union 
officials, to a meeting in Detroit 
on Thursday. This group normal¬ 
ly would be brought together to 
approve an agreement, but both 
sides said talks continued Mon¬ 
day evening and no deal had been 
reached. 

A letter calling the meeting 
says it’s for a “contract update 
and any other agenda items to be 
determined.” 

Schwartz said convening the 
council usually means there’s a 
deal, but this year, union leaders 
seem to be giving more informa¬ 
tion to local leaders than in the 
past. 

On Thursday GM accused the 
union of responding slowly to an 
offer it made early last week and 
said CEO Mary Barra urged it to 
speed up negotiations. 


But Terry Dittes, the union’s 
top GM negotiator, accused the 
company of releasing “half- 
truths” that did nothing to reach 
a final agreement. The union 
raised strike pay by $25 per week 
to $275, starting this week. 

Going into the strike’s second 
month by 49,000 workers that has 
paralyzed GM’s U.S. factories, 
the union and GM are still apart 
on the company’s commitment 
for new products, with the union 
arguing that all vehicles sold in 
the U.S. should also be built in the 
U.S. 

GM has offered $9 billion worth 
of investments at U.S. factories, 
$7.7 billion from the company and 
another $1.3 billion from joint 
ventures, according to two people 
briefed on the talks. 

The $1.3 billion includes a 
battery cell factory in the area 


of Lordstown, Ohio, where GM 
wants to close an assembly plant, 
said the people, who didn’t want 
to be identified because the talks 
are confidential. 

Wages and lump-sum pay¬ 
ments also are areas of disagree¬ 
ment, with the union seeking 
hourly pay raises and the com¬ 
pany wanting annual lump-sum 
payments. A company offer last 
week gave workers 4% lump sums 
in the first and third years of the 
four-year contract, with 3% pay 
raises in the second and fourth 
years. That would be in addition 
to annual profit-sharing checks. 
This year, workers got checks for 
$10,750 each. GM also offered 
to lift the $12,000 cap on profit- 
sharing checks. 

Also at issue are the union’s 
drive for sweeter retirement ben- 


Despite defections, Facebook officially launches Libra 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Facebook of¬ 
ficially moved forward with its 
plans Monday to create a new 
digital currency called Libra, de¬ 
spite several high-profile defec¬ 
tions from the project and intense 
criticism from US. regulators 
and politicians. 

The Libra Association, the 
nonprofit that will govern the 
currency, officially signed on 21 
charter members Monday at the 
organization’s inaugural meet¬ 
ing in Geneva. Originally, the 
Libra Association had 27 poten¬ 
tial members, but several compa¬ 
nies dropped out in recent days, 
including Visa, Mastercard and 
PayPal. 

Most of the remaining mem¬ 


bers of the Libra Association 
consist of venture capital firms, 
who often have an eye on emerg¬ 
ing technologies and align with 
Facebook’s interests, as well as 
nonprofits. 

Some larger companies who 
are now members of the associa¬ 
tion include Uber, Lyft, Spotify 
and European telecommunica¬ 
tions company Vodafone. The as¬ 
sociation said in a statement that 
an unnamed additional 180 enti¬ 
ties have expressed interest and 
have met the initial requirements 
to join. 

Facebook has faced criticism 
since the summer when it un¬ 
veiled plans to create a separate, 
private currency system to allow 
users to make cross-border pay¬ 


ments more easily. Politicians 
have said they believe Facebook’s 
struggles with protecting users’ 
privacy would spill over into 
Libra, despite it being a separate 
organization. 

The Menlo Park, Calif-based 
company tried to answer those 
criticisms by creating Libra as 
a legally separate entity through 
the Libra Association and by not 
owning Libra itself But Facebook 
is still involved, even at an arm’s 
length. 

The association elected David 
Marcus, a Facebook executive 
and co-creator of Libra, as one 
of the association’s five directors. 
Katie Haun, with Andreessen 
Horowitz, one of the venture cap¬ 
ital firms that invested in Face- 


book before it went public, was 
elected to the board as well. 

Facebook CEO Mark Zucker- 
berg is scheduled to appear in 
front of the House Financial Ser¬ 
vices Committee later this month 
to discuss Libra. 


MARKET WATCH 


Oct. 

Dow Jones 
industrials 


1, 2019 

-29.23 

26,787.36 


Nasdaq 

composite 



8,048.65 


Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


-6.47 

1,505.43 


efits. Workers hired before 2007 
get defined benefit pensions, 
while those hired after 2007 get 
401(k)-style payments. The pen¬ 
sion formula has not been in¬ 
creased for a dozen years. 

After initially trying to cut 
health care costs, GM has agreed 
to keep benefits and payments 
the same as they are now. Union 
members pay 3% premiums, 
while most workers at large com¬ 
panies in the U.S. pay over 30%, 
according to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 16). 

Dollar buys (Oct. 16). 

British pound (Oct. 16). 

Japanese yen (Oct. 16). 

South Korean won (Oct. 16).... 


....$1.1294 

...€0.8854 

.$1.30 

.105.00 

...1,154.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira).... 


.0.3771 

$1 2626 
1 3233 
7 0823 

.6.7955 

16 2298 
....$1.0994/0.9096 

.7.8457 

.302.43 

3 5224 

.108.46 

0 3039 

.9.1667 

.51.65 

3 91 
3 7515 
13715 

.1,186.77 

.0.9989 

30 39 
....5.8955 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banxing 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.82 

3-month bill.1.63 

30-year bond.2.21 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE ■ THURSDAY IN THE PACIHC 
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MOPIFieP 1 TOACCTHEOLO 
HOW’ y'TlCK!T0CK'S0UNI> 
OF HeSULAI^ aocKs. 
I IT. BOTAmf!- 
ENTty iT'j PREiry 
EXPEWIW TO MAKE 
IT GO 'TICK.' 









Exit itjfi jwfiti till 
I finifiVi cleaning 
tkeir aquarium. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Nile biter 
4 Infant 

8 Teen hangout 
12Corp. boss 

13 Bygone Peruvian 

14 Bailiwick 

15 Corn spike 

16 One who can’t 
be criticized 

18 Nodded off 

20 Elmer, to Bugs 

21 Rainbow 

24 Brazilian dance 
28 “You Send 
Me” singer 

32 Tropical tree 

33 Cagers’ gp. 

34 Tizzies 

36 Regret 

37 “It’s not — deal!” 
39 Capri’s Blue 

Grotto, and 
the like 
41 Italian port 

43 Dross 

44 Ref 

46 College study 
50 Tangy baked 
potato topping 

55 Poem of praise 

56 Hardly hirsute 

57 Leer at 

58 Foundation 

59 Weaponry 

60 Fly high 

61 — Paulo, Brazil 


DOWN 

1 High cards 

2 Barking 
mammal 

3 Skin opening 

4 Casual eateries 

5 “Suburgatory” 
actress Gasteyer 

6 Abbr. in an email 

7 Lawn party site 

8 Wild and crazy 

9 Lob’s path 

10 Author Tolstoy 

11 Murphy’s — 

17 Dawn goddess 
19 Photo, for short 

22 Charged bits 

23 Heavens above 

25 Sportscaster 
Albert 

26 Sad 

27 Iowa city 


28 Unforeseen 
problem 

29 French cleric 

30 Primary 

31 List-ending abbr. 

35 Con artist 

38 Pumpkin 
relatives 

40 Khan title 

42 “Better Call 
Saul” network 

45 Experts 

47 Apple mogul 
Steve 

48 Classic theaters 

49 Make over 

50 Govt, lender 

51 Rowing need 

52 Einstein’s 
birthplace 

53 Swelled head 

54 In the style of 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



10-16 CRYPTOQUIP 


DVO QYD POWK DV G AGPZVP 
JBNN GCWOA G AZIOA YGK 
JOOV NGBVUYOI DCC ZW: 
KBUUOKKDA WD WYO 
WYADQV. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT SOUND WOULD 
MY FELINE PET HAVE PRODUCED AT THIS 
VERY SECOND? THE PURR OF THE MOMENT. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals N 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the upioaded photo. 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Ichiro Katayanagi CustomerHelp@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.coi 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


buy sight unseen and havi 
the vehicle shipped 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


2008 Peugeot 807 Van (7 seat) 
- $5,000.00 - 72,409 miles 
(116,531km) German Spec. 


Newly In 
05 Sept 


fanevOI Ohotmall.co 


2009 HONDA CR-V 86,651 
miles (139,452km) Inspection is 

ipel ManuiToiesef WithTralter 
hitch $10,500 email: 
fanevOI ©Hotmail.com 

a 


sage, window curtains a 
more. Accident tree, one owm 
^aler m^intaiiied, ^4^9® 

Tel. celkOI 602642954 
home:067815087710 
Email: gorshev@hotmail.con 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Autos for Sale-UK 154 


2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) 
- $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbo 
charged unleaded engine Auto- 

ranty S-lit?e/pfemium Pius edi¬ 
tion Premium Bose sound sys¬ 
tem with subwoofer Power 
moon roof Recently serviced by 
Audijiassed all checks UK 
SALES TAX PAID 35,000 miles 
Email: glorydog2001 ©gmail.co 

a 


Winter tires & wheels for VW 
Golf GTI MK7 - $350.00 - 
Winter tires&wheels for 2015 
GTI MKT Pirelli 205/50 R17 93V 
M&S 

wo67549@gmail.com 

a 


Collectibles 


African Ebony Letter Openers 
and Fertility Dolls - $30.00 - 2 
Ebony Letter openers and 3 
ebony Fertility doiis from The 
Gambia, West Africa. PCS Sale. 
Call; ■f-4§-6571-9522421 

a 


Electronic Shopplng440 

10" Mead Telescope $1,500.0i 
-10" Mead telescope Make offe 
Handy Nurnber 4! 
0152 5 6 021391 Email 
A 6^4 M e^c h ©aol.com Call 

a 


17854380086 


A64Mech@ao'l.com Call: 
17854380086 


Contractor leaving Germany 
after many years. Snapbox for 
sale. Make offer - - f Drawer 
Snapon box for sale. Make offer. 
Plus tons of American tools for 
sale. Email: A64Mech@aol.com 
Call: 17854380086 

a 

POOL TABLE FOR SELL 
$600.00 - POOL TABLE FOR 


. ...^L NOT FIT IN APPT. 
ill: smock7777@gmail.co-- 


Ware Tea set: teapot 


ugar bowl with lid. From E 
land: brand new. Buyer p 
up. PCS Sale. Leave mess 
and I will call you back. ( 
-1-49-6571-9522421 

H 


Tools & Machinery 990 


US Army Vintage Fort Dix Scarf 
- $10.00 - Vintage US Army 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, Scair. 
Call: +49-6571-9522421 

a 


)napon Tool Box Make c 


A64Mech@aol.c 

17854380086 


PCS Sale 


780 


Bodum Coffee Press + Tray+ 6 
cups - $40.00 - Bodum Cham- 
bord Coffee Press with cozy + 6 
cups + Antique Rosewood serv¬ 
ing tray with emblem. Like new 
condition. Sold as a set. PCS 
Sale. Leave phone msg arid I 
will call you back. Buyer picks 
up. Call: +49-6571-9522421 

a 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 



Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 

free da stfieds! 


STARSl^STRIPES. 


ClassifiedsPACIFIC 


PacificClassifieds@stripes.com JAPAN DSN: 229-3276 Civ: 03-6385-3276 OKINAWA DSN: 645-7418 Civ: 098-893-0292 
KOREA DSN: 721-7146 Civ: 82-2-2270-7146 FROM USA Overseas: 011-81-3-6385-3276 


Autos for Sale 141 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSIQ^STRIPES 

In print • Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Announced 
pitching coach Rick Honeycutt wili tran¬ 
sition to a special assistant role next 
season. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES - Waived G Matt 
Mooney. Signed G Dusty Hannahs. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed WR Jordan 
Veasy to the practice squad. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Placed OL Kyle 
Long on IR. Signed DL Abdullah Ander¬ 
son from the practice squad and TE Dax 
Raymond to the practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed TE 
Evan Baylis from the practice squad. Re¬ 
leased CB Tremon Smith. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Placed DE Ke- 
moko Turay on IR. Signed DT Carl Davis. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Placed FB 
Jakob Johnson on injured reserve. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Terminated the 
contract of LB Nate Stupar. Signed WR 
Bennie Fowler. 

NEW YORK JETS - Activated TE Chris 
Herndon. Waived LB Frankie Luvu. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Recalled F 
Oliver Wahlstrom from Bridgeport (AHL). 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Loaned 
D Rasmus Sandin to Toronto (AHL). Re¬ 
called D Kevin Gravel from Toronto. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Named Collin 
Romer vice president of communica¬ 
tions for the Timbers, Thorns FC, T2 and 
Providence Park. 

COLLEGE 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE - Suspended 
Michigan hockey player Griffin Luce one 
game for an incident that occurred in an 
Oct. 12 game against Clarkson. 

HOFSTRA — Named Elena Schorr 
men’s and women’s assistant cross 
country and track coach. 

MICHIGAN - Announced TE Mustapha 
Muhammad has entered the transfer 


Pro basketball 


NBA preseason 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Philadelphia 3 0 1.000 - 

Boston 3 0 1.000 - 

Brooklyn 3 0 1.000 - 

New York 1 1 .500 VA 

Toronto 

Miami 

Orlando _ _ _ _ 

Washington 2 2 .500 VA 

Charlotte 1 3 .250 2'A 

Atlanta 0 3 .000 3 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 4 0 1.000 - 

Indiana 3 0 1.000 'A 

Detroit 2 1 .667 VA 

Cleveland 1 2 .333 2'A 

Chicago 1 3 .250 3 

WESTERN CDNFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 


New Orleans 
Houston 
Memphis 
Dallas 
San Antonio 

Nl 

Denver 

Oklahoma City 
Minnesota 
Portland 
Utah 


4 0 1.000 - 

3 1 .750 1 

2 1 .667 VA 


1 .667 1 

2 .333 2 

2 .333 2 

■ .250 2'A 


College football 


Top 25 schedule 

No. 4 Ohio State at Northwestern 

Saturday 

No. 1 Alabama vs. Tennessee 
No. 2 LSU at Mississippi State 
No. 3 Clemson at Louisville 
No. 5 Oklahoma vs. West Virginia 
No. 6 Wisconsin at Illinois 
No. 7 Penn State vs. No. 16 Michigan 
No. 9 Florida at South Carolina 
No. 10 Georgia vs. Kentucky 
No. 11 Auburn at Arkansas 
No. 12 Oregon at No. 25 Washington 
No. 13 Utah vs. No. 17 Arizona State 
No. 14 Boise State at BYU 
No. 15 Texas vs. Kansas 
No. 18 Baylor at Oklahoma State 
No. 19 SMU vs. Temple 
No. 20 Minnesota at Rutgers 
No. 21 Cincinnati vs. Tulsa 
No. 22 Missouri at Vanderbilt 
No. 23 Iowa vs. Purdue 
No. 24 Appalachian State vs. Louisi- 
ana-Monroe 

FCS Coaches Poll 

Records Through Oct. 12 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. N. Dakota State (26) 6-0 650 1 

2. James Madison 6-1 622 2 

3. South Dakota State 5-1 600 3 

4. Kennesaw State 5-1 555 4 

5. Weber State 4-2 532 5 

6. Montana 5-1 516 8 

7. Villanova 6-1 480 7 

8. Furman 4-2 467 11 

9. Nicholls 4-2 448 12 

10. Illinois State 4-2 380 13 

11. N.C.A&T 4-1 369 14 

12. Montana State 5-2 367 6 

13. Central Arkansas 4-2 336 16 

14. Jacksonville State 5-2 269 18 

15. Northern Iowa 3-3 264 10 

16. Princeton 4-0 224 19 

17. Sacramento State 4-2 221 NR 

18. Youngstown State 4-2 197 17 

19. Austin Peay 4-2 170 NR 

20. Towson 3-3 152 9 

21. Dartmouth 4-0 133 NR 

22. UC Davis 3-4 108 21 

23. New Hampshire 4-2 96 NR 

24. Delaware 3-3 63 15 

25. Incarnate Word 4-2 39 NR 

Others Receiving Votes: CCSU 30, UT 

Martin 23, Southeast Missouri State 
20, Sam Houston State 18, Wofford 17, 
Campbell 15, Stony Brook 15, Florida 
A&M 10, Eastern Washington 9, Alcorn 
State 6, Houston Baptist 6, Idaho State 6, 
Murray State 5, VMI 5, Portland State 4, 
Lamar 2, Elon 1. 

STATS FCS Poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Oct. 12, points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. N. Dakota State (155) 6-0 3923 1 

2. James Madison (2) 6-1 3740 2 

3. South Dakota State 5-1 3612 3 

4. Weber State 4-2 3363 4 

5. Montana 5-1 3107 8 

6. Kennesaw State 5-1 3022 7 

7. Villanova 6-1 2968 5 

8. Furman 4-2 2703 11 

9. Nicholls 4-2 2653 12 

10. N.C. A&T 4-1 2292 13 

11. Illinois State 4-2 2218 14 

12. Montana State 5-2 2125 6 

13. Central Arkansas 4-2 1849 16 

14. Northern Iowa 3-3 1814 10 

15. Sacramento State 4-2 1677 NR 

16. Jacksonville State 5-2 1585 17 

17. Princeton 4-0 1301 21 

18. Towson 3-3 1077 9 

19. Youngstown State 4-2 1012 19 

20. Austin Peay 4-2 869 NR 

21. Dartmouth 4-0 717 NR 

22. New Hampshire 4-2 713 NR 

23. UC Davis 3-4 509 24 

24. Delaware 3-3 403 15 

25. CCSU 5-1 274 NR 

Others receiving votes: UT Martin 

199, Stony Brook 193, Southeast Missouri 
State 184, Alcorn State 119, Incarnate 
Word 92, Maine 87, Wofford 83, Elon 80, 
Eastern Washington 74, Florida A&M 71, 
Southeastern Louisiana 54, Sam Houston 
State 51, Albany 42, S.C. State 40, Yale 37, 
Idaho State 19, Lamar 15, Richmond 13, 
Harvard 12, Monmouth 8, Bethune-Cook- 
man 6, North Dakota 5, VMI 4, Portland 
State 3, Campbell 3, Dayton 2, Duquesne 
1, Murray State 1, South Dakota 1. 


Auto racing 


Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 2 2 .500 - 

Sacramento 2 2 .500 - 

Phoenix 2 2 .500 - 

L.A. Clippers 2 2 .500 - 

Golden State 1 2 .333 'A 

Sunday’s games 
Boston 118, Cleveland 72 
L.A. Clippers 118, Melbourne United 100 
New Orleans 123, San Antonio 114 
Chicago 105, Toronto 91 
Milwaukee 115, Washington 108 
Philadelphia 126, Orlando 94 
Minnesota 131, Maccabi Haifa 101 
Monday’s games 
Miami 120, Atlanta 87 
Charlotte 120, Memphis 99 
Dallas 107, Oklahoma City 70 
Sacramento 128, Utah 115 
Denver 107, Phoenix 102 
L.A. Lakers 104, Golden State 98 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Indiana 


MLS playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday 

Eastern Conference 

New England at Atlanta 
D.C. at Toronto 

Western Conference 
Dallas at Seattle 
Portland at Salt Lake 
Sunday 

Eastern Conference 

New York Red Bulls at Philadelphia 
Western Conference 
LA Galaxy at Minnesota 

NWSL playoffs 

Semifinals 

Reign FC at North Carolina 
Portland at Chicago 

Championship 
Sunday, Oct. 27 

Semifinal winners 


AFCA Division II Coaches Poll 

Records Through Oct. 12 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Valdosta State (30) 6-0 797 1 

2. Ferris State (1) 6-0 758 2 

3. Minnesota State 6-0 725 3 

4. Tarleton State (1) 6-0 710 4 

5. Ouachita Baptist 6-0 635 5 

6. Notre Dame (Ohio) 6-0 621 5 

7. NW Missouri State 6-0 611 7 

8. Lenoir-Rhyne 6-0 586 8 

9. SI'- ----- - 

10. Ii 

11. Colo. School of Mines 6-0 496 11 

12. West Chester 6-0 427 12 

13. Wingate 6-0 408 14 

14. Central Missouri 6-0 386 15 

15. Colo, State-Pueblo 5-1 323 17 

16. Bowie State 6-0 270 18 

17. Grand Valley State 5-1 247 19 

18. Kutztown 6-0 231 21 

19. Pittsburg State 5-1 223 13 

20. Texas A&M-Commerce 4-1 218 20 

21. Harding 5-1 188 22 

22. Indiana (Pa.) 5-1 149 16 

23. Minnesota-Duluth 5-1 136 23 

24. West Florida 4-1 76 25 

25. Angelo State 5-1 37 NR 

Others Receiving Votes: VirginiaUnion 

21, Ashland 18, Henderson State 11, West 
Texas A&M 11, Dixie State 9, Carson- 
Newman 3, East Stroudsburg 2, Missouri 
S&T 2, Missouri Western State 2, Eastern 
New Mexico 1, Virginia State 1. 

AFCA Division III Coaches Poll 

Records through Oct. 12 


lugh Oct. 12 
Record 


5-0 1159 
5-0 1073 

5- 0 1049 

6- 0 979 


12 

4-0 735 15 


..St. John’s (Min..., 

5. Wheaton (III.) 

6. Muhlenberg (Pa.) 

7. Berry (Ga.) 

8. Ithaca (N.Y.) 

9. Wartburg (Iowa) 

10. North Central (III.) 

11. Salisbury (Md.) 

12. Delaware Valley (Pa.) 5-1 652 13 

13. John Carroll (Ohio) 4-1 647 14 

13. St. Thomas (Minn.) 4-1 647 16 

15. Bethel (Minn.) 4-1 582 9 

16. Johns Hopkins (Md.) 4-1 454 18 

17. Hardin-Simmons (Tex.) 4-1 445 20 

18. Wesley (Del.) 4-1 425 8 

19. Case Western (Ohio) 5-0 366 21 

20. Wisconsin-Platteville 4-1 287 19 

21. Cortland (N.Y.) 5-0 259 25 

22. Linfield (Ore.) 3-1 246 22 

23. Susquehanna (Pa.) 4-1 197 24 

24. Chapman (Calif.) 4-0 185 NR 

25. Union (N.Y.) 5-0 123 NR 

Others receiving votes: Redlands 

(Calif.) 66; Bridgewater (Va.), 55; Texas 
Lutheran, 55; WPI (Mass.), 55; Whit¬ 
worth (Wash.), 47; Wisconsin-Oshkosh, 
31; Mount St. Joseph (Ohio), 27; Central 
(Iowa) 18; Hobart (N.Y), 16; Brockport 
(N.Y), 15; Hope (Mich.), 13; Wittenberg 
(Ohio), 12; Illinois Wesleyan, 11; Wiscon- 
sin-La Crosse, 9; Martin Luther (Minn.), 
8; Middlebury (Vt.), 7; Simpson (Iowa), 
7; Washington & Jefferson (Pa.), 7; Wis- 
consin-Eau Claire, 7; Baldwin-Wallace 
(Ohio), 6; Wesleyan (Conn.), 6; Hendrix 
(Ark.), 3; Washington (Mo.), 1; Western 
Connecticut, 1. 

Schedule 

Wednesday 

SOUTH 

South Alabama at Troy 

Thursday 

SOUTH 

ETSU at Chattanooga 

SOUTHWEST 

Louisiana-Lafayette at Arkansas St. 

FAR WEST 

UCLA at Stanford 

Friday, Oct. 18 

Pittsburgh at Syracuse 

SOUTH 

Marshall at FAU 

MiDWEST 

Ohio St. at Northwestern 

FAR WEST 

UNLV at Fresno St. 

Saturday 

EAST 

NC State at Boston College 
Lafayette at Georgetown 
Dartmouth at Marist 
Duquesne at Sacred Heart 
Houston at UConn 
Robert Morris at Wagner 


Princeton at Brown 

Bryant at CCSU 

New Hampshire at Delaware 

Lehigh at Fordham 

Harvard at Holy Cross 

St. Francis (Pa.) at LIU 

Gardner-Webb at Monmouth (NJ) 

Penn at Columbia 

Colgate at Cornell 

Merrimack at Delaware St. 

Rhode Island at Albany (NY) 

Indiana at Maryland 
South Florida at Navy 
Minnesota at Rutgers 
Bucknell at Towson 
Michigan at Penn St. 

SOUTH 

Clemson at Louisville 
Georgia Tech at Miami 
Florida at South Carolina 
The Citadel at Furman 
Davidson at Jacksonville 
Dayton at Stetson 
Morgan St. at SC State 
W. Carolina at Wofford 
Butler at Morehead St. 

Kennesaw St. at Presbyterian 
Coastal Carolina at Georgia Southern 
Jackson St. at MVSU 
VMI at Mercer 
E. Kentucky at Murray St. 

E. Illinois at UT Martin 
Louisiana-Monroe at Appalachian St. 
Southern Miss, at Louisiana Tech 
LSU at Mississippi St. 

Duke at Virginia 
North Carolina at Virginia Tech 
James Madison at William & Mary 
Norfolk St. at Bethune-Cookman 
Hampton at Campbell 
SE Missouri at Jacksonville St. 

Old Dominion at UAB 
Missouri at Vanderbilt 
Charlotte at W. Kentucky 
Houston Baptist at McNeese St. 

Austin Peay at Tennessee St. 

NC A&T at Florida A&M 
Kentucky at Georgia 
Maine at Liberty 
Yale at Richmond 
UTEP at FlU 
Army at Georgia St. 

Tulane at Memphis 

^ Charleston Southern at North Ala- 

Cent. Arkansas at Northwestern St. 
East Carolina at UCF 
Texas A&M at Mississippi 
Florida St. at Wake Forest 
Tennessee at Alabama 
MIDWEST 

Wisconsin at Illinois 
Purdue at Iowa 
Kent St. at Ohio 

S. Dakota St. at Indiana St. 

Toledo at Ball St. 

Cent. Michigan at Bowling Green 
Illinois St. at W. Illinois 
TCU at Kansas St. 

N. Illinois at Miami (Ohio) 

Youngstown St. at S. Illinois 
Buffalo at Akron 
Tulsa at Cincinnati 
Missouri St. at N. Dakota St. 

South Dakota at N. Iowa 
W. Michigan at E. Michigan 
SOUTHWEST 
Auburn at Arkansas 
West Virginia at Oklahoma 
Iowa St. at Texas Tech 
Va. Lynchburg at Prairie View 
Nicholls at Sam Houston St. 

Southern U. vs. Texas Southern at Dal¬ 
las 

Temple at SMU 

Stephen F. Austin at Abilene Christian 
Middle Tennessee at North Texas 
Baylor at Oklahoma St. 

Lamar at Incarnate Word 
Rice at UTSA 
Kansas at Texas 

FAR WEST 
Oregon St. at California 
Portland St. at N. Colorado 
New Mexico at Wyoming 
Oregon at Washington 
N. Arizona at Weber St. 

Valparaiso at San Diego 
Idaho St. at Idaho 
Arizona St. at Utah 
San Diego St. at San Jose St. 

Colorado at Washington St. 

North Dakota at Cal Poly 
UC Davis at S. Utah, 8:05 p.m. 

Montana at Sacramento St. 

Arizona at Southern Cal 
Boise St. at BYU 
Nevada at Utah St. 

Air Force at Hawaii 


Kremlin Cup 

Tuesday 

At Olympic Stadium 
Moscow 
Purse: $840,130 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Miomir Kecmanovic (8), Serbia, def. 
Artem Dubrivnyy, Russia, 6-1, 7-5. 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, 6-2, 4-6, 6- 
3. 

Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def. 
Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, 6-3, 7-6 
(3). 

Women’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Timea Ba- 
bos, Hungary, 6-1, 6-3. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Natalia 


1000Bulbs.com 500 

NASCAR Monster Energy 
Monday 

At Talladega Superspeedway 
Talladega, Ala. 

Lap Length: 2.66 miles 
Pole Position Parentheses 

1. (9) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 188. 

2. (13) Ryan Newman, Ford, 188. 

3. (40) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 188. 

4. (5) Aric Afmirola, Ford, 188. 

5. (22) Michael McDowell, Ford, 188. 

6. (20) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 188. 

7. (33) Corey LaJoie, Ford, 188. 

8. h) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 188. 

9. (7) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 188. 

10. (21) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 188. 

11. (10) Joey Logano, Ford, 188. 

12. (34) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 188. 

13. (16) Matt Tifft, Ford, 188. 

14. (25) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 188. 

15. (32) Parker Kligerman, Toyota, 188. 

16. (14) Paul Menard, Ford, 188. 

17. (15) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 188. 

18. (30) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 188. 

19. (26) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 188. 

20. (23) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, Ac¬ 
cident, 187. 

21. (29) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 187. 

22. (38) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 
187. 


25. (6) Brad Keselowski, Ford, Acci¬ 
dent, 182. 

26. (18) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 182. 

27. (28) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet, 
Accident, 181. 

28. (24) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, Acci¬ 
dent, 181. 

29. (17) David Ragan, Ford, Accident, 
181. 

30. (31) Matt DiBenedetto, Toyota, Ac¬ 
cident, 181. 

31. (35) Blake Jones, Chevrolet, 179. 

32. (19) Daniel Suarez, Ford, Accident, 
168. 

33. (3) William Byron, Chevrolet, Ac¬ 
cident, 162. 

34. (11) Erik Jones, Toyota, Accident, 
162. 

35. (37) Austin Theriault, Ford, Acci¬ 
dent, 162. 

36. (36) Joey Gase, Toyota, Accident, 
161. 

37. (2) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, Acci¬ 
dent, 106. 

38. (4) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, Ac¬ 
cident, 106. 

39. (12) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, Acci¬ 
dent, 106. 

40. (39) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, En- 

Race Staistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

136.644 mph. 

Time of Race: 3 Hrs, 39 Mins, 35 Secs. 
Margin of Victory: 0.007 Seconds. 
Caution Flags: 9 for 43 laps. 

Lead Changes: 47 among 19 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: B. Keselowski 1-4; K. 
Busch 5-6; A. Dillon 7; K. Busch 8-18; R. 
Blaney 19-33; E. Jones 34; A. Almirola 35; 
B. Keselowski 36-40; R. Newman 41-43; B. 
Keselowski 44-45; K. Busch 46; C. Elliott 
47-49; D. Hemric 50; W. Byron 51-53; 

J. Logano 54; W. Byron 55-58; B. Wallace 
59; R. Blaney 60-72; J. Logano 73-77; C. El¬ 
liott 78-83; B. Keselowski 84-86; C. Elliott 
87-89; B. Keselowski 90-93; A. Almirola 
94-95; J. Johnson 96-97; C. Elliott 98-101; 
J. Logano 102-103; C. Elliott 104-106; C. 
Bowyer 107-111; C. Buescher 112; B. Kes¬ 
elowski 113-116; W. Byron 117; C. Bowyer 
118-125; K. Busch 126; J. Logano 127-133; 
A. Theriault 134; R. Stenhouse Jr 135-142; 

J. Logano 143; R. Stenhouse Jr 144-150; 

K. Busch 151-153; L. Cassill 154; W. By¬ 
ron 155-159; R. Stenhouse Jr 160-175; K. 
Busch 176-179; R. Stenhouse Jr 180; K. 
Busch 181; R. Blaney 182-188. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): Ryan Blaney 3 times for 
35 laps; Ricky Stenhouse Jr 4 times for 32 
laps; Brad Keselowski 6 times for 22 laps; 
Chase Elliott 5 times for 19 laps; Kurt 
Busch 3 times for 16 laps; Joey Logano 5 
times for 16 laps; William Byron 4 times 
for 13 laps: Clint Bowyer 2 times for 13 
laps; Kyle Busch 4 times for 7 laps; Aric 
Almirola 2 times for 3 laps; Ryan New¬ 
man 1 time for 3 laps; Jimmie Johnson 1 
time for 2 laps; Austin Theriault 1 time 
for 1 lap; Daniel Hemric 1 time for 1 lap; 
Austin Dillon 1 time for 1 lap; Chris Bue¬ 
scher 1 time for 1 lap; Bubba Wallace 1 
time for 1 lap; Erik Jones 1 time for 1 lap; 
Landon Cassill 1 time for 1 lap. 


Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Ekaterina Alexandrova (8), Russia, def. 
Jana Cepelova, Slovakia, 6-1, 6-4. 

Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Katerina 
Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-2. 

Dayana Yastremska (5), Ukraine, def. 
Daria Kasatkina, Russia, 6-1, 6-4. 

European Open 

Tuesday 
At Lotto Arena 
Antwerp, Belgium 
Purse: $635,750 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Jan-Lennard Struff (7), Germany, def. 
Gregoire Barrere, France, 6-2, 6-1. 

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Cameron 
Norrie, Britain, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Federico 
Delbonis, Argentina, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 


Luxembourg Open 

At Kockelscheuer Sport Centre 
Luxembourg, Luxembourg 
Purse: $250,000 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Women’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Pauline 
Parmentier, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany, def. Mar¬ 
ta Kostyuk, Ukraine, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

Stockholm Open 

Tuesday 

At Stockholm, Sweden 
Purse: $635,750 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. Radu 
Albot, Moldova, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL _ 

Elliott: No. 3 Clemson has regained its edge 



By Pete Iacobelli 
Associated Press 

CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson offensive 
coordinator Tony Elliott said he believes 
the third-ranked Tigers are on the right 
track to return to playing aggressive, dom¬ 
inant football, something the team had to 
be reminded of the past couple of weeks. 

Elliott said Monday the Tigers (6-0, 4- 
0 Atlantic Coast Conference) had slipped 
into a funk after the season’s first month 
and needed reminding how they had won 
two of the past three national champion¬ 
ships. Clemson’s players got the message, 
pounding Florida State 45-14 on Saturday. 

“Overall, we wanted to let these guys 
know who we are, what’s made us success¬ 
ful,” said Elliott, who shares coordinator 
duties with receivers coach Jeff Scott. 

Still, Clemson dropped in the national 
rankings again after a victory. The Tigers, 
who started the year at No. 1, fell to No. 2 
behind Alabama after their close call in a 
21-20 win at North Carolina on Sept. 28. 
Clemson was passed by LSU this week , 
despite rolling over the Seminoles. 

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney said his 
focus is on Louisville, not the Top 25 poll. 

Swinney said the win against Florida 
State was his teams’ best overall showing 
of the year and that it’s essential to carry 
the dominant play against the Seminoles 
into its matchup at Louisville (4-2, 2-1) on 
Saturday. He said the Tigers aren’t wor¬ 
ried about their poll position, only about 
being in the right spot at the end of the year 


when the College Football Playoff partici¬ 
pants are picked. 

Right now, the Tigers simply need to 
“continue to have the edge that it takes,” 
Swinney said. 

Clemson got strong showings from its 
best players, which Swinney said is a sign 
that his team is on the winning path. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence threw 
three touchdowns and tailback Travis Eti¬ 
enne ran for 127 yards and caught a scor¬ 


ing pass. 

A mid-season slump is natural, senior 
right tackle Tremayne Anchrum said, 
after nearly two months of grinding away 
at practice and school — particularly for 
a team that has won a program- record 21 
straight games. 

“It’s usually after the monotony of the 
day-by-day (routine), it can really take a 
toll on you,” Anchrum said. 

He credited coaches with laying a solid 


foundation of focus on looking solely on 
the next opponent, not on what Clemson’s 
already accomplished or the m^or chal¬ 
lenges down the road. 

“That’s when they emphasize, ‘Hey, 
you’ve got to find your motivation today. 
You’ve got to find your edge today. What’s 
going to make you be great,”’ he said. 

Clemson expects a different Louisville 
than it saw last year in the Tigers’ 77-16 
blowout. Elliott said there was a sense when 
the teams met in 2018 that “you could tell 
something was going on with the coaching 
staff. Now, they’re playing hard.” 

The Cardinals fired Bobby Petrino eight 
days after the Clemson debacle last No¬ 
vember and brought in Scott Satterfield 
when the season ended. Louisville held on 
to defeat then-19th-ranked Wake Forest 
62-59 this past Saturday, its first win over a 
ranked opponent since 2016. 

Elliott, also Clemson’s running backs 
coach, understands how complacency can 
set in, especially for a team that hadn’t lost 
since the 2017 playoffs. 

“When you’ve had success, it’s easy 
to say sometimes, ‘OK, it’s just going to 
happen,”’ he said. “That’s why it’s a good 
reminder.” 

There was a feeling at Thursday’s prac¬ 
tice that any problems from the North 
Carolina win were in the past. “Once we 
hit that new week, we were refreshed, we 
were ready to go, we had a new edge and 
everybody was just ready to get back on 
the field, regardless of what happened,” 
Anchrum said. 
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Week 07 DEADLINE 

12 Noon US Central Time, Every Thursday 

Log in every week during the 2019 NFL Season and make your picks for the winners of the upcoming NFL games. 
Earn points for every winning team you pick and at the end of the season, you may find yourself the winner.* 


There is no cost to participate, but you must register to play. Rules and restrictions apply. See official rules of play on nfl.stripes.com. 
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AUTO RACING/COLLEGE FOOTBALL _ 

Blaney edges Newman to advance in playoffs 



Amanda Newman/AP 


Ryan Blaney (12) narrowly slides by driver Ryan Newman to take the checkered flag in Monday’s 
NASCAR Cup Series race at Talladega Superspeedway. 



Greg McWilliams/AP 

Kurt Busch tries to drive below the crash of Jimmie Johnson (48), 
Alex Bowman (88) and Kyle Larson (42) during Monday’s race. 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

TALLADEGA, Ala. — Ryan 
Blaney emerged safely from the 
wreckage at Talladega Super¬ 
speedway that claimed other 
playoff contenders, winning by a 
tiny margin that was huge for his 
championship hopes. 

Blaney beat Ryan Newman in 
a door-to-door race to the finish 
line to win Monday and advance 
to the third round of NASCAR’s 
playoffs. 

Blaney’s first win of the sea¬ 
son came as he was in danger of 
getting eliminated from title con¬ 
tention. The playoff field will be 
trimmed from 12 drivers to eight 
next weekend at Kansas. Blaney 
had little margin for error after he 
had mechanical issues at Dover 
last weekend and finished 35th. 

“Our mindset really was we 
had to win one of these two races,” 
Blaney said. “We were so far back 
in points. I know Talladega’s a wild 
card. There was a lot of wrecks 
today and a lot of guys got tore up. 
But we didn’t really get any stage 
points and we were already pretty 
far behind the eight-ball. 

“We knew we had to probably 
win one of these two weeks. It’s 
just a huge relief.” 

Blaney joins Kyle Larson in the 
round of eight, with six spots still 
available. 

After the win, he spotted a 
young fan in the crowd wearing 
his shirt and handed the boy the 
checkered flag. 

The race began Sunday but was 
postponed by rain after the first 
stage. The delay gave Blaney time 
to recover from a Sunday spin 
as he tried to enter pit road, and 
ended with Ford and Team Penske 
as winners. Ford had won seven 
consecutive Talladega races until 
Chevrolet snapped that streak in 
April. 

“An amazing effort the last 
two days, to be honest with you,” 
Blaney said. “From spinning out 
early yesterday, missing some 
big ones today, weave our way 
through ... It just means a ton. 
I’ve been coming here ever since 
I was really young. I love coming 
here. Love it even more now.” 

Blaney was the leader on a re¬ 


start with two laps remaining and 
had a huge push from fellow Ford 
driver Aric Almirola to gain space 
on the field. Then Newman came 
charging along on the outside line 
with help from Denny Hamlin 
and Newman easily zipped past 
Blaney. 

But the Ford train remained 
committed and Blaney got an¬ 
other push from Almirola to pull 
alongside Newman. The two 
raced door-to-door to the finish 
line, with Blaney winning by a 
nose. The 0.0070-second margin 
of victory was the sixth-closest 
in the history of Talladega, which 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

It was Ford’s sixth straight Tal¬ 
ladega playoff victory and Team 
Penske’s seventh win in the last 
seven Cup races at the Alabama 
superspeedway. 

The race had critical playoff im¬ 
plications as many of the title con¬ 
tenders struggled, and Hendrick 
Motorsports’ entire lineup is at 
risk of elimination next weekend. 
Alex Bowman, Chase Elliott and 
William Byron are all below the 
cutline, as is Kansas native Clint 
Bowyer, who could be eliminated 
at his home track. 

Newman, who was followed by 
Hamlin in a Toyota, said he knew 
Blaney was ahead of him at the 
line. 

“I think I could have gone down 
and taken his air and he probably 
would have gone to the outside of 
me,” Newman said. “That would 
have spun me (across the finish 
line). You could replay it 30 days 
from now and come up with 27 
different answers.” 

It was a 1-2 sweep for Ford on 
a weekend in which manufacturer 
alliances were heavily scruti¬ 
nized. Although all the manufac¬ 
turers met with their teams to 
discuss strategy and sticking to¬ 
gether for the sake of a brand vic¬ 
tory, a meeting Sunday between 
the Chevrolet group angered fans 
who argued the alliances were a 
form of race manipulation. 

Although the manufacturers 
have been doing this for at least 
five years in a Toyota-led effort, 
Chevrolet did not get on board 
until April after Toyota had 
worked with Chevy drivers from 
Hendrick Motorsports to go 1-2- 


3 in the Daytona 500. Chevrolet 
then won at Talladega and again 
at Daytona in July, the two tracks 
where the brand alliances work. 

The highest-finishing Chevro¬ 
let on Monday at Talladega was 
Austin Dillon in sixth. Almirola 
finished fourth in a Ford, followed 
by Michael McDowell, Dillon, 
Corey LaJoie, Elliot, Ricky Sten- 
house Jr. and Ty Dillon. 

The race was stopped with 
seven laps remaining after an 


accident at the front of the field. 
Stenhouse and Kyle Busch were 
side-drafting for the lead when 
Busch suddenly spun to the right, 
directly into title contender Brad 
Keselowski. The chain reaction 
caused Brendan Gaughan’s car 
to flip over the car of Kurt Busch 
and land on its wheels. 

“Mother, it is OK, it is just a 
flip and it didn’t hurt, I promise,” 
Gaughan said into a television 
camera. “It was just one easy. 


quick flip and we put it down.” 

Keselowski’s car was destroyed, 
but he got it rolling down pit road 
for the sole purpose of passing 
Gaughan and Martin Truex Jr. 
in the running order, gaining two 
more points that very well could 
be needed next week when the 
playoff field is cut. 

Two of the Hendrick Motors¬ 
ports title contenders had terrible 
days as both Bowman and Byron 
caused multicar accidents. 

Bowman triggered one in the 
second stage when he tried to 
block Joey Logano, who hit him 
and sent Bowman spinning into 
traffic. 

“My guess is that I threw a 
block I shouldn’t have,” Bowman 
said. “I got shoved way out there. 
I knew (Logano) was coming and 
I just tried to move down just a 
little bit. ... They just had a big¬ 
ger run than I realized. I should 
have let him go and shouldn’t have 
thrown a block.” 

Byron’s crash occurred when he 
lost control following a push from 
Kurt Busch. It turned Byron’s car 
hard into Logano, whose car suf¬ 
fered significant damage. 

Bowman, who also collected 
fellow Hendrick driver Jimmie 
Johnson, finished 37th. Byron 
wound up 33rd and joined Bow¬ 
man and Elliott as drivers in dan¬ 
ger of elimination at Kansas. 


Vols confident QB Maurer will play against No. 1 Alabama 


By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennessee coach 
Jeremy Pruitt believes quarterback Brian 
Maurer will be available Saturday at No. 1 
Alabama after a concussion prevented the 
freshman from finishing a 20-10 victory 
over Mississippi State last week. 

“Brian took some reps last night at prac¬ 
tice,” Pruitt said Monday. “So he’s going to 
be fine. I’m sure.” 

Maurer was making his second career 
start last week when he scrambled for a 
13-yard gain late in the second quarter and 
landed headfirst. Maurer initially stayed in 
the game, handing the ball off twice before 
throwing an interception. 

That interception ended Maurer’s af¬ 
ternoon, as Jarrett Guarantano handled 


Tennessee’s quarterback duties for the rest 
of the game. Pruitt said afterward that his 
quarterback had sustained a concussion. 

Pruitt was asked Monday why Maurer 
wasn’t evaluated immediately after the 13- 
yard run. 

“He hit his head on the ground, he jumps 
up and runs back in the huddle, gets a call, 
calls the next deal,” Pruitt said. “Every 
play there’s a lot of people running into 
each other and they’re hitting their heads. I 
guess we could stop the game and evaluate 
everybody out there, but I don’t think we 
have time for that.” 

Maurer’s condition isn’t the only issue 
facing Tennessee as it prepares for its 
toughest challenge of the season. Alabama 
(6-0, 3-0 SEC) has beaten Tennessee 12 
straight times by an average margin of 25.6 
points. 


Alabama is favored by 35, but Crimson 
Tide coach Nick Saban is taking nothing 
for granted in this matchup with his former 
assistant. Pruitt was Alabama’s director of 
player development from 2007-09, defen¬ 
sive backs coach from 2010-12 and defen¬ 
sive coordinator from 2016-17. 

“Jeremy has done a really, really good 
job there,” Saban said. “His team to me is 
emerging. They lost two games that they 
very easily could have won, but they’re play¬ 
ing with great discipline, toughness. The 
players are really playing hard. They’re 
executing well in terms of what they did 
and probably played their best game this 
last game against Mississippi State.” 

Tennessee’s defense won’t be close to full 
strength as it faces an Alabama offense av¬ 
eraging 51 points to rank second among all 
Football Bowl Subdivision teams. 


Linebacker Henry To’o To’o received a 
targeting penalty in the second half of the 
Mississippi State game, which means the 
Volunteers (2-4,1-2) must play the first half 
at Alabama without their second-leading 
tackier. 

Alabama receiver DeVonta Smith also is 
facing discipline after getting ejected from 
the Tide’s 47-28 triumph over Texas A&M. 
Saban said Smith probably would sit out the 
first half of the Tennessee game. 

The difference is that Alabama arguably 
has the nation’s deepest receiving corps, 
while Tennessee has a severe talent short¬ 
age at inside linebacker. Tennessee’s line¬ 
backer depth took a hit earlier this season 
when Jeremy Banks was dismissed from 
the team and Will Ignont and Shanon Reid 
left the program. 
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Kathleen Malone-Van Dyke/AP 


The St. Louis Blues’ Vladimir Tarasenko, left, skates away as New York Islanders teammates celebrate 
Devon Toews’ game-winning overtime goal in a 3-2 victory Monday in Uniondale, N.Y. 

Roundup 


Islanders clinch comeback 
with Toews' overtime goal 


Associated Press 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. — Devon 
Toews scored at 1:13 of overtime 
to complete a stunning late-game 
comeback by the New York Is¬ 
landers as they downed the St. 
Louis Blues 3-2 on Monday. 

The Blues seemed to have the 
game well in hand in the closing 
minutes before Brock Nelson put 
the home team on the board with 
his third goal of the season at 
14:29 of the third. Mathew Barzal 
then tied the game at 19:33 off a 
scramble in front with Islanders 
goalie Thomas Greiss pulled for 
an extra attacker. 

That set the stage for Toews’ 
goal. Barzel and Nelson had the 
assists. That sent what had been 
a mostly silent crowd at Nassau 
Coliseum into a frenzy as the de¬ 
fending champion Blues skated 
off toward their locker room. 
Griess made 21 saves for the win. 

Goals from Brayden Schenn 
and Vladimir Tarasenko had 
given St. Louis a 2-0 lead. 

Bruins 4, Ducks 2: David 
Pastrnak scored a career-high 
four goals for his fifth career hat 
trick, leading host Boston over 
Anaheim. 

Jaroslav Halak stopped 30 
shots and Brad Marchand added 
two assists for the Bruins, the 
Stanley Cup runner-up off to a 5- 
1 start. 

Rickard Rakell and Adam Hen- 
rique scored for the Ducks, and 
John Gibson made 19 saves. Ana¬ 
heim has lost two of three after 
winning its first three games this 
season. 

Pastrnak completed his hat 


trick with an unassisted goal off 
a faceoff He stole the puck from 
defenseman Josh Mason and 
slipped a wrist shot between John 
Gibson’s pads 2:20 into the third 
period to make it 3-1, prompting 
fans to throw hats on the ice. 

The 23-year-old forward 
scored 2:14 later off a nice feed 
from Marchand. 

Panthers 6, Devils 4: Macken¬ 
zie Weegar scored the tying goal 
and set up Noel Acciari for the 
go-ahead tally and Florida rallied 
from a three-goal deficit for a win 
at winless New Jersey. 

Brett Connolly scored twice, 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Evgenii 
Dandonov also had goals as the 
Panthers snapped a three-game 
losing streak. Sergei Bobrovsky 
stopped 17 shots as he improved 
his career mark against the Dev¬ 
ils to 17-5-1. 

Pavel Zacha, Taylor Hall, Jes- 
per Bratt and Will Butcher scored 
for New Jersey, which fell to 0-4- 
2. Cory Schneider made 28 saves. 

Wild 2, Senators 0: Alex 
Stalock stopped all 26 shots he 
faced and Minnesota won at Otta¬ 
wa for its first win of the season. 

Victor Rask and Zach Parise 
scored third-period goals for the 
Wild (1-4-0). 

Stalock, in his first start of the 
season, earned his sixth career 
shutout. 

Craig Anderson stopped 33 
shots for the Senators (1-4-0), who 
wrapped up a four-game homes- 
tand with a 1-3-0 record. 

After two scoreless periods, 
Minnesota opened the scoring 
midway through the third. Rask 
had a great takeaway on Jean- 


Gabriel Pageau and then beat An¬ 
derson short-side. 

Sabres 4, Stars 0: Rookie for¬ 
ward Victor Olofsson set an NHL 
record by becoming the first 
player to score his first seven 
career goals on the power play. 
Carter Hutton made 25 saves to 
earn his first shutout of the sea¬ 
son, and host Buffalo kept up its 
strong start. 

Sam Reinhart, Jeff Skinner and 
Marcus Johansson had the other 
goals and Jack Eichel recorded 
two assists for the Sabres. Olofs¬ 
son also had an assist. 

Avalanche 6, Capitals 3: 
Nazem Kadri and Mikko Ran- 
tanen each had a goal and two 
assists to help visiting Colorado 
improve to 5-0-0. 

Erik Johnson, Nikita Zadorov 
and Matt Nieto also scored for 
the Avalanche. Nathan MacKin¬ 
non added an empty-net goal and 
had an assist for Colorado, which- 
scored on its first three shots of 
the game. 

Blackhawks 3, Oilers 1: Pat¬ 
rick Kane and Alexander Nyl- 
ander scored, Corey Crawford 
stopped 27 shots, and host Chica¬ 
go got its first win of the season. 

Brandon Saad added an empty- 
netter with 32.7 seconds left to 
seal the win for the Blackhawks, 
who went 0-2-1 in its first three 
games. Crawford lost a bid for his 
26th career shutout when James 
Neal scored his NHL-leading 
eighth goal on a power-play with 
2:11 remaining. 

Mike Smith finished with 32 
saves for Edmonton, which had 
opened the season with five wins. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Buffalo 6 5 0 1 11 25 13 

Boston 6 5 1 0 10 16 10 

Toronto 6 3 2 1 7 24 22 

Detroit 5 3 2 0 6 16 16 

Montreal 5 2 1 2 6 21 21 

Florida 6 2 2 2 6 19 24 

Tampa Bay 5 2 2 1 5 20 17 

Ottawa 5 1 4 0 2 12 19 

Metropoiitan Division 
Carolina 6 5 1 0 10 24 16 

Pittsburgh 6 4 2 0 8 25 16 

Washington 7 3 2 2 8 22 23 

N.Y. Islanders 6 3 3 0 6 15 17 

Philadelphia 3 2 0 1 5 10 6 

N.Y. Rangers 3 2 1 0 4 11 9 

Columbus 5 2 3 0 4 11 18 

New Jersey 6 0 4 2 2 13 29 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Colorado 5 5 0 0 10 22 12 

St. Louis 6 3 1 2 8 19 20 

Winnipeg 7 4 3 0 8 24 26 

Nashville 5 3 2 0 6 23 21 

Chicago 4 12 1 3 12 13 

Dallas 7 15 1 3 13 23 

Minnesota 5 1 4 0 2 12 21 

Pacific Division 

Edmonton 6 5 1 0 10 23 16 

Vegas 6 4 2 0 8 24 14 

Anaheim 6 4 2 0 8 13 10 

Calgary 6 2 3 1 5 15 20 

Vancouver 422 0 4 13 10 

Los Angeles 5 2 3 0 4 20 26 

San Jose 6 2 4 0 4 13 22 

Arizona 4 12 1 3 7 7 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Pittsburgh 7, Winnipeg 2 
Vegas 5, Los Angeles 2 
San Jose 3, Calgary 1 

Monday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders 3, St. Louis 2, OT 
Boston 4, Anaheim 2 
Minnesota 2, Ottawa 0 
Florida 6, New Jersey 4 
Buffalo 4, Dallas 0 
Colorado 6, Washington 3 
Chicago 3, Edmonton 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Montreal 
Minnesota at Toronto 
Arizona at Winnipeg 
Philadelphia at Calgary 
Detroit at Vancouver 
Nashville at Vegas 
Carolina at Los Angeles 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Columbus 
Colorado at Pittsburgh 
Toronto at Washington 
Philadelphia at Edmonton 
Buffalo at Anaheim 
Carolina at San Jose 

Thursday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Minnesota at Montreal 
N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey 
Vancouver at St. Louis 
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg 
Detroit at Calgary 
Nashville at Arizona 
Ottawa at Vegas 
Buffalo at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Avalanche 6, Capitals 3 

Colorado 4 0 2—6 

- 0 2 1-3 


Zadorov 1 (MacKinnon, Rantanen), 6:00. 
3, Colorado, Kadri 2 (Donskoi, Makar), 
7:54. 4, Colorado, Rantanen 4 (Kadri, Lan- 
deskog), 9:25 (pp). 

Second Period— 5, Washington, Eller 2 
(Ovechkin), 6:56. 6, Washington, Oshie 4 
(Kuznetsov, Orlov), 15:28. 

Third Period— 7, Colorado, Nieto 1 
(lost), 4:24. 8, Washington, Ovechkin 5 
(Carlson, Kuznetsov), 17:39. 9, Colorado, 
MacKinnon 2 (Landeskog, Rantanen), 
19:20. 

Shots on Goal-Colorado 10-7-8-25. 
Washington 4-16-12—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 

1 of 4; Washington 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Colorado, Grubauer 4-0-0 (32 
shots-29 saves). Washington, Holtby 1-1- 

2 (3-0), Samsonov 2-1-0 (21-19). 

A-18,573 (18,277). T-2:38. 

Panthers 6, Devils 4 

Florida 1 2 3-6 

New Jersey 2 2 0-4 

First Period— 1, Florida, Huberdeau 1 
(Barkov, Dadonov), 0:16. 2, New Jersey, 
Hall 1 (Vatanen, Zacha), 2:28. 3, New Jer¬ 
sey, Bratt 1 (Gusev, Zacha), 19:13. 

Second Period— 4, New Jersey, Butch¬ 
er 1 (Zajac, Wood), 0:32. 5, New Jersey, 
Zacha 1 (Hall, Subban), 1:08. 6, Florida, 
Connolly 1 (Vatrano), 9:50. 7, Florida, 
Connolly 2 (Hoffman, Trocheck), 19:52. 

Third Period— 8 , Florida, Weegar 2 
(Trocheck, Ekblad), 0:30. 9, Florida, Ac¬ 
ciari 2 (Weegar, Ekblad), 7:30.10, Florida, 
Dadonov 4 (Matheson, Yandle), 15:32 
(pp). 

Shots on Goal-Florida 12-9-13-34. 
New Jersey 8-9-4—21. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 5; New Jersey 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Florida, Bobrovsky 2-2-1 (21 
shots-17 saves). New Jersey, Schneider 
0-3-0 (34-28). 

A-13,208 (16,514). T-2:22. 


Bruins 4, Ducks 2 

Anaheim 0 1 1—2 

Boston 1 1 2-4 

First Period— 1, Boston, Pastrnak 3 
(Krug, Bergeron), 4:18 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Boston, Pastrnak 4 
(Marchand), 11:38. 3, Anaheim, Rakell 2 
(Henrique, Fowler), 17:52. 

Third Period— 4, Boston, Pastrnak 5, 
2:20. 5, Boston, Pastrnak 6 (Marchand, 
Krug), 4:34 (pp). 6, Anaheim, Henrique 2 
(N.Ritchie), 16:08. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 8-16-8—32. 
Boston 11-6-6-23. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 4; Boston 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 3-2-0 (23 
shots-19 saves). Boston, Halak 2-1-0 (32- 
30). 


A-17,193 (17,565). T-2:41. 

Sabres 4, Stars 0 

Dallas 0 0 0-0 

Buffalo 0 2 2-4 

Second Period— 1, Buffalo, Olofsson 5 
(Eichel, Dahlin), 6:27 (pp). 2, Buffalo, Re¬ 
inhart 3 (Olofsson, Eichel), 17:56. 

Third Period— 3, Buffalo, Skinner 4 
(Jokiharju, Sobotka), 4:20. 4, Buffalo, Jo¬ 
hansson 3 (McCabe, Ristolainen), 6:02. 

Shots on Goal— Dallas 5-8-12—25. Buf¬ 
falo 6-13-3-22. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 0 of 
2; Buffalo 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Dallas, Bishop 1-3-1 (22 

shots-18 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 4-0-0 
(25-25). 

A-16,595 (19,070). T-2:18. 

Islanders 3, Blues 2 (OT) 

St. Louis 10 1 0-2 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 2 1-3 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Schenn 5 
(Faulk, Schwartz), 6:48. 

Third Period— 2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 1 
(Dunn, Schenn), 5:23 (pp). 3, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Nelson 3 (Dal Colie), 14:29. 4, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Barzal 1 (Boychuk), 19:33. 

Overtime— 5, N.Y. Islanders, Toews 2 
(Barzal, Nelson), 1:13. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 7-10-6-23. 
N.Y. Islanders 9-4-18-1-32. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 2; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 1. 

Goalies— St. Louis, Binnington 2-1-2 
(32 shots-29 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Gre¬ 
iss 2-1-0 (23-21). 

A-10,355 (13,917). T-2:35. 

Wild 2 , Senators 0 

Minnesota 0 0 2—2 

Ottawa 0 0 0-0 

Third Period— 1, Minnesota, Rask 1 
(Greenway), 9:23. 2, Minnesota, Parise 2 
(Koivu), 17:41. 

Shots on Goal-Minnesota 11-12-12- 
35. Ottawa 7-12-7-26. 

Power-play opportunities— M i n nesota 
0 of 6; Ottawa 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Stalock 1-0-0 (26 
shots-26 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 1-3-0 
(34-33). 

A-11,500 (18,572). T-2:35. 

Blackhawks 3, Oilers 1 

Edmonton 0 0 1—1 

Chicago 0 1 2—3 

Second Period— 1, Chicago, Kane 2 
(Strome), 4:11. 

Third Period— 2, Chicago, Nylander 
2 (Carpenter), 6:20. 3, Edmonton, Neal 8 
(Draisaltl, Nugent-Hopkins), 17:49 (pp). 4, 
Chicago, Saad 2 (Kampf, Toews), 19:27. 

Shots on Goal— Edmonton 12-6-10—28. 
Chicago 10-17-8-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 

I of 3; Chicago 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Edmonton, M.Smith 3-1-0 (34 
shots-32 saves). Chicago, Crawford 1-2-0 
(28-27). 

A-21,260 (19,717). T-2:25. 

Scoring Leaders 

Through Monday 

GP G A PTS 

Leon DraisaitI, EDM 6 4 8 12 

Connor McDavid, EDM 6 4 8 12 

Patrik Laine, WPG 7 3 8 11 

John Carlson, WAS 7 2 9 11 

David Pastrnak, BOS 6 6 4 10 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 7 3 7 10 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 6 3 7 10 

Brad Marchand, BOS 6 4 5 9 

Mark Stone, VEG 6 4 5 9 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 5 4 5 9 

Jack Eichel, BUF 6 3 6 9 

Matt Duchene, NSH 5 2 7 9 

II tied with 8 points 

Caiendar 

Oct. 26 - Tim Hortons NHL Heritage 
Classic, Calgary vs. Winnipeg, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Nov. 18 — Hockey Hall of Fame induc¬ 
tion ceremony, Toronto. 

Jan. 1, 2020 — Winter Classic, Dallas 
vs. Nashville at Cotton Bowl, Dallas. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, St. Louis. 
April 4 — Regular season ends. 
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Scoreboard 


Playoffs 


x-if necessary 
WILD CARD 

Washington 4, Milwaukee 3 
Tampa Bay 5, Oakland 1 
DIVISION SERIES 
(Best-of-five) 

American League 
Houston 3, Tampa Bay 2 
Houston 6, Tampa Bay 2 
Houston 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Tampa Bay 10, Houston 3 
Tampa Bay 4, Houston 1 
Houston 6, Tampa Bay 1 

N.Y. Yankees 3, Minnesota 0 
N.Y. Yankees 10, Minnesota 4 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Minnesota 2 
N.Y. Yankees 5, Minnesota 1 
Nationai League 
Washington 3, L.A. Dodgers 2 
L.A. Dodgers 6, Washington 0 
Washington 4, L.A. Dodgers 2 
L.A. Dodgers 10, Washington 4 
Washington 6, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Washington 7, L.A. Dodgers 3,10 innings 
St. Louis 3, Atianta 2 
St. Louis 7, Atlanta 6 
Atlanta 3, St. Louis 0 
Atlanta 3, St. Louis 1 
St. Louis 5, Atlanta 4,10 innings 
St. Louis 13, Atlanta 1 
LEAGUE CHAMPiONSHIP SERiES 
(Best-of-seven) 

American League 
N.Y. Yankees 1, Houston 1 
New York 7, Houston 0 
Houston 3, New York 2,11 innings 
Tuesday: Houston at N.Y. Yankees 
Wednesday: at N.Y. Yankees. AFN- 
Sports, 2 a.m. Thursday CET, 9 a.m. 
Thursday JKT 

Thursday: at N.Y. Yankees AFN-Sports, 
2 a.m. Friday CET, 9 a.m. Friday JKT 
x-Saturday, Oct. 19: at Houston 
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: at Houston 
Nationai League 
Washington 3, St. Louis 0 
Washington 2, St. Louis 0 
Washington 3, St. Louis 1 
Monday: Washington 8, St. Louis 1 
Tuesday: at Washington 
x-Wednesday: at Washington 
x-Friday, Oct. 18: at St. Louis 
x-Saturday, Oct. 19: at St. Louis 
WORLD SERIES 
(Best-of-seven) 

Tuesday, Oct. 22: at better record 
Wednesday, Oct. 23: at better record 
Friday, Oct. 25: at worse record 
Saturday, Oct. 26: at worse record 
x-Sunday, Oct. 27: at worse record 
x-Tuesday, Oct. 29: at better record 
x-Wednesday, Oct. 30: at better record 

Monday 

Nationals 8, Cardinals 1 

St. Louis Washington 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Fowler cf 4 0 0 0 Turner ss 4 0 0 0 

Wong 2b 4 0 0 0 Eaton rf 5 111 

Gldschdtlb 4 0 0 0 Rendon 3b 3 2 2 1 

Ozuna If 4 0 2 0 Soto If 3 10 0 

J.Martinzrf 4 12 0 Kendrick 2b 4 2 3 3 


Molina L 
EdmanSb 
Delong ss 
Flaherty p 
Crpnter ph 
Webb p 
Brebbiap 0 0 0 ( 


Rodney p 

"t u u u Rainey p u u u u 

3 0 2 0 Zmmrmn lb 4 0 2 2 

1 0 0 0 Suzuki c 4 0 10 

1 0 0 0 Robles cf 4 2 2 1 

0 0 0 0 Strasburg p 1 0 0 0 

_ 0 0 0 0 Dozier 2b 10 0 0 

G.Cabrera p 0 0 0 0 

Wietersph 10 0 0 

PncdeLenp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 1 7 0 Totals 33 811 8 
St. Louis 000 000 100-1 

Washington 004 021 lOx-8 

E-Soto (1). LOB-St. Louis 6, Washing¬ 
ton 6. 2B—Ozuna (4), Rendon (4), Kend¬ 
rick 3 (4), Zimmerman (3). HR—Robles 
(1). S-Strasburg 2 (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Flaherty L,l-2 4 5 4 4 2 6 

Webb % 1 110 0 


Strasburg W,3-0 7 7 1 

Rodney 100 

Rainey 10 0 

WP-Flaherty. T-3:26. 
(41,313). 


Calendar 

Oct. 22 — World Series starts. 

October TBA — Trading resumes, day 
after Worid Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make quaiifying offers to their eiigible 
former piayers who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadiine for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 

Nov. 11-14 — Generai managers’ meet¬ 
ings, Scottsdaie, Ariz. 

Nov. 11-14 — Year-end awards an¬ 
nounced. 

Nov. 19-21 — Owners’ meetings, Ar- 
iington, Texas. 

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2020 contracts to unsigned piayers on 
their 40-man rosters. 

Dec.8 — Hall of Fame Modern Baseball 
committee vote announced, San Diego. 

Dec. 9-12 — Winter meetings, San Di- 

Jan. 10, 2020 — Saiary arbitration fig¬ 
ures exchanged. 

Feb. 3-21 — Saiary arbitration hear¬ 
ings, Phoenix. 

Feb. 11 — Voiuntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 


Cards can’t solve Nats’ stacked rotation 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


The Cardinals’ Dexter Fowler reacts after striking out during the 
seventh inning on Monday as Nationals catcher Kurt Suzuki heads to 
the dugout. Fowler struck out twice Monday night. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt shook his head and 
blamed himself. The answers 
aren’t coming easy right now. 

After a third consecutive ane¬ 
mic offensive showing led to an 
8-1 blowout loss to the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals in Game 3 Monday 
night, the St. Louis Cardinals are 
staring down a 3-0 deficit in the 
NL Championship Series and are 
one loss from being swept in the 
best-of-seven playoff 

St. Louis scored one unearned 
run on seven hits and has a total of 
two runs on 11 hits through three 
games. It wasn’t supposed to be 
like this, and now the Cardinals 
are on the brink of elimination 
going into Game 4 on Tuesday 
night. 

“We haven’t scored,” said 
Goldschmidt, who struck out four 
times in Game 3. “We haven’t 
executed as an offense. I haven’t 
really done anything this series, 
and the results speak for them¬ 
selves, especially tonight. Just 
have to do a better job.” 

Through the first two games 
of the series, pitching, defense 
and baserunning helped keep the 
Cardinals competitive. When all 
those elements abandoned them 
and the hitting never showed up 
Monday, it added up to a devastat¬ 
ing defeat. 

“It’s frustrating to be down 3- 
0,” second baseman Kolten Wong 
said. “We know how good we are, 
and we know how good they are. 


In the season we played them and 
we’ve handled them pretty well. 
To come into this situation and 
just be where we’re at, we expect¬ 
ed better, but it’s baseball.” 

A comedy of errors in the field 
and on the basepaths and a rare 
off night for 23-year-old ace Jack 
Flaherty did little to relieve the 
pressure of a lineup still flum¬ 
moxed by Nationals pitching. 

Manager Mike Shildt opted 
not to shake up a lineup that had 
gone cold since a 13-run outburst 
in the clinching Game 5 of the 
NLDS at Atlanta, changing out 
only Matt Carpenter for Jose 
Martinez. That didn’t work: Na¬ 
tionals starter Stephen Strasburg 
mowed down the Cardinals with 
12 strikeouts and zero walks. 

“He’s one of those guys where 
when he’s on, you’ve got to really 
figure out ways to just scratch, 
claw and get on base,” Wong 
said. 

The Cardinals didn’t do much 
of that. 

Beyond Goldschmidt’s four Ks, 
leadoff hitter Dexter Fowler went 
O-for-4 with three strikeouts and 
Marcell Ozuna struck out twice. 
When Ozuna doubled leading off 
the second inning, he stunted the 
momentum with a baserunning 
blunder that set the tone for the 
rest of the night. 

With little developing at the 
plate and the Cardinals’ margin 
for error razor thin, each mistake 

— like Ozuna missing a catchable 
ball in left field in the third inning 

— became more demoralizing. 

“It wasn’t our cleanest game,” 


Shildt said. “Got called off at sec¬ 
ond base trying to move a runner 
— could have gotten the lead at 
that point, trying to make a play. 
Not our cleanest game. ... The 
Ozuna play, but that’s not exactly 
a play you can expect a guy to 
make when he leaves his feet.” 

It didn’t help that the starting 
pitching that kept St. Louis close 


in the first two games wasn’t at 
the same level. 

After going 18 consecutive 
starts without allowing more than 
three runs, Flaherty surrendered 
four on four hits in the third in¬ 
ning alone. He then started off the 
fourth by giving up Kurt Suzuki’s 
first hit of the playoffs and didn’t 
make it to the fifth. 


Command: Nationals pitchers have 0.00 ERA through 3 NLCS games 


WeVe got to get a lead at some point in 
this series. Hard to win a game if you can’t 
get a lead, f 

Mike Shildt 

Cardinals manager 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“It’s a little surreal,” reliever 
Sean Doolittle said about being 
one win from the World Series, 
“and I think that’s why it’s im¬ 
portant that we don’t look too far 
ahead.” 

After Nationals starters Ani- 
bal Sanchez and Max Scherzer 
flirted with no-hitters in the first 
two games against the Cardinals, 
Strasburg wasn’t quite that un¬ 
touchable: He allowed a double 
in the second inning, six later 
singles and one unearned run. 

Still, the Cardinals, quite sim¬ 
ply, can’t score in this NLCS: 
They have a grand total of two 
runs and 11 hits through three 
games. Washington’s three start¬ 
ers have a combined ERA — no 
calculator necessary for this one 
— of 0.00. 

Yes, that’s zero-point-zero-zero. 

“We expected better,” said Kol¬ 
ten Wong, who went O-for-4 on 
Monday and is O-for-lO in the se¬ 
ries for St. Louis. 

Nowit’s Patrick Corbin’s chance 
to see if he can match his rotation- 
mates. The $140 million lefty was 
scheduled to start for the Nation¬ 
als in Game 4 on Tuesday night, 
when they can close out a sweep 
at home. Rookie right-hander Da¬ 
kota Hudson will be on the mound 
for the Cardinals. 

“We’ve got to get a lead at some 
point in this series. Hard to win 
a game if you can’t get a lead,” 


St. Louis manager Mike Shildt 
said. “We’ve got to figure out a 
way to create some offense early 
in the game and be able to hold it 
there.” 

Washington hasn’t put a base¬ 
ball team in the World Series 
since 1933, when the Senators 
lost to the New York Giants in five 
games. The nation’s capital owns 
only one MLB championship; the 
Senators won all the way back in 
1924. There wasn’t even a base¬ 
ball team in Washington for more 
than three decades until the Mon¬ 
treal Expos franchise moved to 
town before the 2005 season and 
was renamed the Nationals. 

Until this season, the Nationals 
hadn’t won a playoff series, going 
0-4 since 2012, but they sure look 
as if they’re making up for lost 
time. 

“Shoot, maybe we’re finally 
coming around,” third baseman 
Anthony Rendon said. 

How about this current run? 
The Nationals, who found them¬ 
selves at 19-31 in late May, have 
won 15 of their past 17 games. 


stretching back to the last week 
of the regular season. 

It all starts with the pitching. 

“That’s what our team is built 
around. You have those guys, 
those horses, that take the ball 
every fifth day,” said Ryan Zim¬ 
merman, who drove in two runs. 
“They haven’t disappointed, ob¬ 
viously, in the postseason, but 
they’ve kind of been the backbone 
of this team all year.” 

Against Sanchez in Game 1, the 
first hit for the Cardinals arrived 
with their 27th batter. Against 
Scherzer in Game 2, it was their 
21st batter. But even when the 
Cardinals did something right 
against Strasburg, they erased it 
by doing something wrong. 

Their fourth batter, Marcell 
Ozuna, doubled to the left field 
corner in the second, then quick¬ 
ly erased himself with some poor 
baserunning, going too far to¬ 
ward third on a comebacker and 
getting tagged out by Strasburg, 
who is enjoying a postseason to 
remember. 

He was the No. 1 overall pick 


in the 2009 amateur draft, then 
was infamously shut down before 
the playoffs three years later to 
protect his surgically repaired 
right elbow. Strasburg is now hale 
and hearty, throwing 117 pitches 
Monday, his most since totaling 
118 in a May 2017 game. 

And this sort of October excel¬ 
lence is what the Nationals were 
hoping for: Strasburg has a 3-0 
record and 1.64 ERA, with 33 
strikeouts and one walk — he 
didn’t issue a free pass Monday 
— in 22 innings this postseason. 

Much to the delight of a red 
towel-twirling crowd of 43,675, 
Washington’s batters kept de¬ 
livering, led by Kendrick, who 
has eight RBIs in the past four 
games. 

The Nationals roughed up Jack 
Flaherty for four runs, all in the 
third inning; he hadn’t allowed 
that many in a game since July 2, 
a span of 18 appearances. 

Seven of Washington’s eight 
runs came with two outs, and 
there were contributions from up 
and down the lineup: Victor Ro¬ 
bles homered in his return from 
a hamstring injury, and Rendon 
heard “MVP!” chants after a 
slick defensive play and an RBI 
double. 

“We haven’t been able to play 
our brand of baseball in full,” 
Shildt said. “We haven’t been able 
to get in rhythm or sync, but we 
still have more baseball to play.” 
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Engram's return could help battered Giants 


Barkley might also be back for Arizona game 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. - 
—The anemic and injury-plagued 
New York Giants’ offense expects 
to get a little help when it plays 
the Arizona Cardinals this week¬ 
end in a game matching the first 
two quarterbacks taken in this 
year’s NFL Draft. 

Giants tight end Evan Engram 
was optimistic Monday about 
playing Sunday at MetLife Sta¬ 
dium, and there is a chance 2018 
NFL Offensive Rookie of Year Sa- 
quon Barkley also will be back. 

Engram, who is having a break¬ 
out season, missed Thursday 
night’s 35-14 loss to the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots with a knee injury. 
Barkley has missed the last three 
games with a high ankle sprain 
suffered against the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers on Sept. 15. 

The status of top receiver Ster¬ 
ling Shepard is uncertain. He 
missed the Patriots’ game with 
his second concussion this season. 
He took part in individual drills 
Monday, but coach Pat Shurmur 
refused to talk about his status. 

“It’s unfortunate,” Engram 
said of the team not having three 
m^or cogs in the offense. “We’ve 
talked about it. We can’t dwell on 
it. We have to keep moving.” 

One sign that Shepard may be 
out a little longer was New York 
signing veteran receiver Bennie 
Fowler, who was cut before the 
game against the Minnesota Vi¬ 
kings. Shepard was hurt in that 
contest. 

The Giants (2-4) have done 
very little offensively in the last 
two games, being limited to 211 
total yards in a 28-10 loss to the 
Vikings and 213 against the 
Patriots. 

Engram, who had a team-high 
33 catches for 373 yards and two 
TDs, and Barkley watched Thurs- 


It (hurt) not being 
out there, but like 
I said, there are 
things out of our 
control. ... We just 
have to do what we 
can and be ready, f 

Evan Engram 

Giants tight end 


day night’s game at Shepard’s 
home. 

“It’s tough, definitely opportu¬ 
nities in that game,” Engram said. 
“It (hurt) not being out there, but 
like I said, there are things out of 
our control. When they do happen 
we can’t really dwell and pout 
and not gain anything from it. We 
just have to do what we can and 
be ready.” 

In the last two games, Daniel 
Jones and the offense accounted 
for one touchdown in each game. 
A big kickoff return by rookie 
Corey Ballentine set up the TD 
against the Vikings and the one 
against the Patriots was on a 64- 
yard pass to Golden Tate III. 

The good news for the Giants 
is that while they have lost their 
last two games, Dallas and Phila¬ 
delphia (both 3-3) lost over the 
weekend. New York is a game 
out of first place in the NFC East 
heading into the matchup with 
Kyler Murray and the Cardinals 
(2-3-1). 

Murray was the No. 1 overall 
pick in the draft. Jones was taken 
No. 6. 

“I have seen some crazy things 
happen in this league,” veteran 
safety Antoine Bethea said. “Two- 
and-four is not where we wanted 
to be. We just have to focus on Ar¬ 



Tim Ireland/AP 


Quarterback Kyle Allen has led the Carolina Panthers to four 
consecutive wins after the team began 0-2 under Cam Newton. 



Brad Penner/AP 

New York Giants tight end Evan Engram is expected to return to action Sunday against Arizona. 


izona. That’s our biggest test right 
now. We get this one, get to 3-4, 
and then it’s one game at a time.” 

Notes: Rookie RB Jon Hilli- 
man, whose fumble led to Kyle 
Van Noy’s game-breaking 22- 
yard fumble return in the fourth 


quarter against New England, 
was waived Friday, when RB 
Buck Allen was signed. Line¬ 
backer Nate Stupar, whose man 
pushed him back so close to Riley 
Dixon that the punter’s kick de¬ 
flected off him and was returned 


for a touchdown Thursday, was 
waived Monday. Fowler was 
signed to replace him. ... Second- 
year CB Sam Beal, who has been 
on injured reserve since the start 
of the season, may start practic¬ 
ing Wednesday. 


Panthers Avill face tough choice at QB 


By Steve Reed 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Kyle 
Allen keeps on winning, making 
Panthers coach Ron Rivera’s in¬ 
evitable decision at quarterback 
more difficult with each passing 
week. 

Allen started out as a nice story 
— an undrafted QB who beat Ari¬ 
zona on the road in Week 3 to help 
the Panthers stop the losing after 
starting 0-2 at home under Cam 
Newton. 

But after leading the Panthers 
to four straight victories, it’s hard 
not to wonder if Carolina isn’t bet¬ 
ter off sticking with Allen even 
when Newton is healthy enough 
to play. 

On the surface, that sounds ri¬ 
diculous given Newton was the 
league MVP four years ago. But 
Newton hasn’t been himself in a 
long time. He’s lost eight straight 


starts. Allen, on the other hand, is 
5-0 as an NFL starter, including 
4-0 this season. 

He’s energized the offense. 

Allen efficiently completed 20 
of 32 passes for 227 yards and 
two touchdowns on Sunday to 
lead the Panthers to a 37-26 win 
over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
in London. 

In four starts, Allen has com¬ 
pleted 65.6% of his passes for 
901 yards with seven touchdowns 
and no interceptions and a 106.6 
quarterback rating, which ranks 
fifth in the NFL behind only Rus¬ 
sell Wilson, Patrick Mahomes, 
Kirk Cousins and Deshaun Wat¬ 
son. Allen is the first NFL quar¬ 
terback in history to win his first 
five starts without throwing an 
interception, although he has 
turned the ball over four times on 
fumbles. 

So, the question becomes 
whether Rivera should reinsert 


Newton into the starting lineup 
once he’s healthy enough to play. 
The Panthers have a bye week 
coming up, giving Newton extra 
time to rest before the next game 
Oct. 27 at San Francisco. 

A few weeks ago, Rivera said 
it was Newton’s job when he re¬ 
turned, but the ninth-year coach 
wasn’t ready to discuss hypotheti- 
cals after Carolina’s latest win. 

“Quite honestly, I don’t answer 
the question,” Rivera said. “I’m 
not going to worry, speculate on 
anything until I have to address 
that. Until then, we’re going to 
stay in the now, focus on what 
we’re doing right now. Again, as 
far as I’m concerned, we’re just 
not going to deal with the ques¬ 
tion until it’s time. ... (Newton) is 
in his rehab program, doing his 
program. Our quarterback right 
now that has been playing for us 
is Kyle. We’re not going to ad¬ 
dress it.” 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 


Pet PF PA 

000 190 48 
800 90 70 
200 63 123 
000 42 180 

667 162 134 
600 113 115 
333 117 131 
333 98 92 

667 184 140 
333 120 154 
333 123 131 
000 97 159 

667 172 144 
600 103 123 
333 106 106 
333 120 118 


National Conference 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Chicago 


2 2 


Pet PF PA 

500 153 114 
500 161 149 
333 111 160 
167 90 167 

833 128 122 
667 166 133 
333 173 185 
167 135 186 

833 142 115 
667 150 93 
600 87 69 
500 119 118 

000 147 64 
833 165 146 
500 153 154 
417 134 171 


San Francisco 5 
Seattle 5 

L.A. Rams 3 

Arizona 2 _ _ 

Thursday’s games 
New England 35, N.Y Giants 14 
Sunday’s games 
Carolina 37, Tampa Bay 26 
New Orleans 13, Jacksonville 6 
Houston 31, Kansas City 24 
Minnesota 38, Philadelphia 20 
Washington 17, Miami 16 
Baltimore 23, Cincinnati 17 
Seattle 32, Cleveland 28 
Arizona 34, Atlanta 33 
San Francisco 20, L.A. Rams 7 
Denver 16, Tennessee 0 
N.Y. Jets 24, Dallas 22 
Pittsburgh 24, L.A. Chargers 17 
Open: Buffalo, Indianapolis, Chicago, 
Oakland 

Monday’s games 

Green Bay 23, Detroit 22 

Thursday, Oct. 17 
Kansas City at Denver 

Sunday, Oct. 20 
Miami at Buffalo 
Houston at Indianapolis 
Arizona at N.Y Giants 
Oakland at Green Bay 
L.A. Rams at Atlanta 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Jacksonville at Cincinnati 
San Francisco at Washington 
L.A. Chargers at Tennessee 
Baltimore at Seattle 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
Open: Tampa Bay, Cleveland, Carolina, 
Pittsburgh 


Monday 

Packers 23, Lions 21 

Detroit 10 3 6 3-22 

Green Bay 0 10 3 10-23 

First Quarter 

Det-FG Prater 26, 12:41. 

Det—K.Johnson 1 run (Prater kick), 
6:35. 

Second Quarter 

Det-FG Prater 22, 13:28. 

GB—J.Williams 5 pass from Rodgers 
(M.Crosby kick), 7:31. 

GB-FG M.Crosby 37, :07. 

Third Quarter 
GB-FG M.Crosby 48,12:35. 

Det-FG Prater 41, 9:01. 

Det-FG Prater 51, 3:27. 

Fourth Quarter 
Det-FG Prater 54, 12:17. 

GB—Lazard 35 pass from Rodgers 
(M.Crosby kick), 9:03. 

GB-FG M.Crosby 23, :00. 

A-76,947. 

Det GB 

First downs 13 22 

Total Net Yards 299 447 

Rushes-yards 20-56 29-170 

Passing 243 277 

Punt Returns 0-0 l-(-9) 

Kickoff Returns 2-55 6-96 

Interceptions Ret. 1-55 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 8-50 6-48 

Time of Possession 26:56 33:04 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Detroit, K.Johnson 13-34, 
Agnew 1-9, Stafford 3-9, McKissic 3-4. 
Green Bay, J.Williams 14-104, A.Jones 11- 
47, Rodgers 3-10, Valdes-Scantling 1-9. 

PASSING-Detroit, Stafford 18-32-0- 

265. Green Bay, Rodgers 24-39-1-283. 

RECEIVING-Detroit, Golladay 5-121, 
Hockenson 4-21, K.Johnson 2-27, M.Jones 
2-17, McKissic 2-7, Hall 1-58, James 1-8, 
Amendola 1-6. Green Bay, Lazard 4-65, 
J.Williams 4-32, A.Jones 4-13, Allison 3-40, 
Lewis 2-50, Valdes-Scantling 2-48, Gra¬ 
ham 2-17, Kumerow 2-17, Shepherd 1-1. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


18-32-0 

3-22 

4-46.5 



Photos by Jeffrey Phelps/AP 

Green Bay Packers kicker Mason Crosby celebrates hitting the game-winning field goal by jumping in the stands at Lambeau Field following 
his team’s 23-22 defeat of the Detroit Lions Monday night in Green Bay, Wis. 


Packers' rally gives Lions the boot 


Green Bay gets crucial calls, Crosby hits late field goal to edge Detroit 


By Keith Jenkins 

Associated Press 

GREEN BAY, Wis. — It took Mason Cros¬ 
by 13 seasons to perform his first Lambeau 
Leap. 

The 35-year-old kicker nailed a 23-yard 
field goal as time expired and jumped into the 
crowd with a boost from long snapper Hunter 
Bradley after he finished off a rally for the 
Green Bay Packers, who benefited from some 
questionable officiating to edge the Detroit 
Lions 23-22 on Monday night. 

“That was fun, yeah,” Crosby said of leaping 
into the crowd. “That feeling, once you get up 
in the stands, the energy in there and team¬ 
mates and everyone’s around, that’s some¬ 
thing I’ll always remember. That was great.” 

Aaron Rodgers, in his second straight game 
without top target Davante Adams, completed 
24 of 39 passes for 283 yards and two touch¬ 
downs, including a beautiful 35-yard throw to 
Allen Lazard for the second-year pro’s first 
career score. 

“I actually sit next to him in the team meet¬ 
ings,” Rodgers said of Lazard, who was cut 
by the Packers in August and then signed to 
the practice squad to start the season. “We’ve 
struck up a pretty good friendship. 

“The thing that got me was, which you love 
as a quarterback, and that’s when your receiv¬ 
er’s coming back and telling you he wants the 
ball and what route he wants to run. ... That 
was him coming back in the huddle, telling 
me what play he wanted, and for a young guy 
to do that, how can you not have confidence 
in that?” 

Rodgers linked up with Jamaal Williams 
for the other TD. Williams finished with 104 
yards on 14 carries and four catches for 32 
yards for Green Bay (5-1), which captured its 
first win in five tries against its NFC North 
rival. 

The Packers, who are off to their first 3-0 
start in the NFC North since 2012, might not 
have pulled it off if not for two fourth-quarter 



Green Bay Packers wide receiver Marquez 
Valdes-Scantling (83) hauls in a catch past 
Detroit Lions cornerback Rashaan Melvin. 


penalties for illegal hands to the face against 
Detroit’s Trey Flowers, both of them on third 
down. The first set up hazard’s touchdown, 
and the second allowed Green Bay to run 
the clock down to 2 seconds before Crosby’s 
game-winner. In both cases, replays showed 
Flowers’ hands on the neck or shoulder — not 
the face — of a Packers lineman. 

“I actually changed the position of my hand, 
because it was to the chest initially,” Flowers 
said. “I was doing it all game. I ciidn’t know 
that was a flag to the chest, so I changed it. 
And he called it again. 

“I didn’t think hands to the chest was a 
penalty. I thought hands to the face, but I had 
him right here in the chest. The second time 
I changed it.... That’s part of a move that I do. 
So, nah, I don’t think that was a penalty.” 

Referee Clete Blakeman said each of the 
calls was made by umpire Jeff Rice, and he 


discussed the last one with him. 

“Basically, it’s for illegal use of the hands, 
hands-to-the-face foul,” Blakeman told a pool 
reporter. “To be a foul, we basically need 
some forceful contact that’s prolongeci to the 
head and neck area of the defender. 

“So, in his mind he had pinned him back, 
it was prolonged, and that’s what created the 
foul.” 

Matt Prater was good from 26, 22, 41, 51 
and 54 yards for the Lions (2-2-1), who fell to 
0-2 under Matt Patricia on Monday night. De¬ 
troit lost its last Monday night game to the Jets 
48-17 last year. 

“We got to find a way to finish,” said Kenny 
Golladay, who had 121 yards on five catches 
for Detroit. “That’s a big part of it right now. 
Find a way to finish. We left a lot of points out 
there. We were in the red zone quite a bit and 
just coming out with field goals. That’s tough, 
especially when you’ve got a guy, a quarter¬ 
back on the other side that you, you’ve got to 
finish.” 

Matthew Stafford finished 18-for-32 for 265 
yards and was sacked three times. 

Kerryon Johnson scored the lone touch¬ 
down for the Lions from 1 yard out in the first 
quarter. Preston Smith and Za’Darius Smith 
each had a sack for Green Bay. Preston Smith 
and Kyler Fackrell combined for the other. 

3,000 yards and running 

Rodgers surpassed 3,000 career rushing 
yards on a 12-yard run in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. He’s the 13th Packers player to reach the 
milestone. 

Injuries 

Packers: WR Marquez Valdes-Scantling 
had his right leg bend under him on a tackle 
in the second quarter. He was able to walk off 
under his own power. WR Geronimo Allison 
was carted off the field following a helmet-to- 
helmet hit by Tracy Walker. 
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Strasburg strikes out 12, puts 
Washington on verge of city’s 
first World Series since 1933 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — More than 100 pitches in, 
Stephen Strasburg was adamant he wasn’t quite 
ready to leave the latest superb start by a Nationals 
pitcher against the St. Louis Cardinals in the NL 
Championship Series — one that led to a victory 
that put Washington on the verge of the city’s first 
World Series in 86 years. 

It was the seventh inning, and manager Dave 
Martinez noticed Strasburg had flexed his right 
leg and reached for that hamstring. So the skipper 
and a trainer went to the mound to check on their 
guy. 

“I was trying to explain to him, ‘Hey, you 
just grabbed your hamstring, so there’s a little 
concern,”’ Martinez recalled. “He said, ‘No, I 
cramped up. It’s fine. I always cramp up.’ He said, 
‘I’m staying in the game. I want to finish this in¬ 
ning.’ I said, ‘You sure you’re all right?’ He said, 
‘I’m in the game!”’ 

The right-hander did, indeed, stay in. He even 
struck out the next two batters to raise his total 
to 12 Ks, each finished with an off-speed pitch. 
Strasburg took his turn silencing the Cardinals’ 
struggling bats. Nationals postseason star Howie 
Kendrick doubled three times and drove in three 
more runs, and Washington took a 3-0 lead in the 
best-of-seven NLCS by beating St. Louis 8-1 Mon¬ 
day night. 

SEE COMMAND ON PAGE 29 


Nationals starter Stephen Strasburg throws his 
117th and final pitch during the seventh inning 
against the St. Louis Cardinals on Monday night 
in Washington. Washington won Game 3 of the 
National League Championship Series 8-1. 

Jeff Roberson/AP 


Inside; 

■ Cardinals abandoned by 
offense, defense as they fall 
into 3-0 hole, Page 29 


Favorable calls, FG lift Packers over Lions» nfuf^si 









